Wind and God’s Power 
Second in the Lenten/Easter Series Winds of Refreshing
Scripture:  Isa. 11:1-5,10
Key Thought:  The power of the wind around us illustrates the power of God’s Spirit in us. 
  The wind at work —physical
Maple Ridge Wind Farm is the largest wind farm in the state of New York in the United States, with 195 Vestas model V82 1.65 MW wind turbines.[1][2] Each turbine tower is 260 feet (79 m) tall. Each turbine has blades 130 feet (40 m) long, which added to the hub diameter gives a rotor diameter of 270 feet (82 m). Collectively, the turbines are capable of producing a maximum of 320 MW, which accounts for three quarters of the wind power capacity of New York.[3] Maple Ridge Wind Farm became fully operational in January 2006.

The wind farm is located on Tug Hill in Lewis County, New York. The site was chosen because it lies at an elevation of 1,600–1,800 feet (490–550 m) and experiences strong lake-effect weather patterns from nearby Lake Ontario.    (Wikipedia article)
This is one of the major attempts in our area to harness the power of the wind.     Globally our human attempts to harness wind power have grown form 6,100 Megawatts in 1996 to 120,791 megawatts in 2008 (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WorldWindPower.png)
Have only to mention the Labor Day storm a few years ago and all of us are reminded of the potential destructive power of the wind.   
This is only one way that wind power is at work – every time we get lake effect snow or rain, we see another result of wind power.  Out West, if you have ever had the privilege of visiting Arches National park, you know that wind and sand combine to create amazing things—another way that physical wind power is at work.  

So God knew when he picked wind as an image, a metaphor to help communicate is truth to us; it would be a very powerful one.   
The wind at work — Biblical
Purpose of this section is to see the connections in Scripture between wind and God's power.

Children of Israel – God in control over the wind    

1. 10 Plagues -- East wind blew the locusts in at God’s command – Ex. 10:13   and a strong West wind at God’s command blew them out of the country.   10:19

2. Children of Israel – Red Sea Path -  Ex 14:21 – strong East wind drove the sea back and turned the path into dry land. 
God illustrated his power in the OT through the physical use of wind in Israel’s battles and thus wind imagery came into wide use to describe God’s power and victories.
1. Psalm 18 David poetically describes his victories over his enemies, especially Saul.  He mixes his imagery from that of a savage thunderstorm and God’s deliverance.   In verses 15, 16 he describes God’s wrath against his enemies as a blast from the nostrils of God. 
2. Hailstones often go with this imagery.  One time is recorded when God won the battle by sending hail.  Jos 10:11  “As they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them from the sky, and more of them died from the hailstones than were killed by the swords of the Israelites.” NIV

3.  This wind and storm imagery for God’s judgment is in accord with the later pronouncements of Isaiah.     Isa 11:4   “But with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  NIV 
4. See also Isa. 30:30-33 God's breath in punishing Assyria – Vivid poetic description uses both the storm imagery and speaks of the voice of God as mighty in itself to shatter the enemy.    Then he talks about the breath of God setting fire to the place of punishment.
5. Eze 13:10-12  "'Because they lead my people astray, saying, "Peace," when there is no peace, and because, when a flimsy wall is built, they cover it with whitewash, 11 therefore tell those who cover it with whitewash that it is going to fall. Rain will come in torrents, and I will send hailstones hurtling down, and violent winds will burst forth. 12 When the wall collapses, will people not ask you, "Where is the whitewash you covered it with?"  NIV 
Word of Praise

Ps 148:7-8  Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,  8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding,  NIV

The wind at work — spiritual

 Genesis 1:2 – Rev. 22:17 – Spirit at Work 
First meet the key Hebrew word for this Study very early in the Bible – Genesis 1:2 to be exact.  

Word is “ruwach”    The famous BDB lexicon says it has four basic meanings – wind, breathe, mind or disposition, and Spirit.     Ge 1:1-2   In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.   

Rv 22:17 17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.   NIV.    Corresponding Greek word is pneuma – found only a few verses from the very end of the Bible.  According to Thayer’s lexicon it also has four meanings:   wind, breath, spirit in the sense of the vital life breath – he gave up his spirit; and spirit in the sense of a spirit being such as the Holy Spirit.  

So the Bible begins and ends with action by the Wind, the Breath, the Spirit of God.  

What are some works of the Holy Spirit in our Lives?

	General area
	His works in our lives
	References

	He calls us to God
	Convicts of sin and draws us to God
	John 6:44  1 Thess 1:5,6

	He is the agent of our salvation
	Gives life
	2 co. 3:6

	
	Justified
	1 Co. 6:11

	
	Reborn, made new
	Titus 3:5

	
	Setting us apart for God
(Initial sanctification)
	2 Thess. 2:13  Eph. 1:13

	
	Affirms that we are a child of God
	Gal. 4:6 Ro. 8:15,16

	He is our daily helper
	Revealing, teaching
	John 14:25,26; 15:26
1 Co. 2:9,10

	
	Helps, intercedes
	Rom. 8:26,27

	
	Continuing transformation
(progressive sanctification)
	Romans 8:4,6,13,14

	He prepares, calls, and equips us for ministry
	Giver of spiritual gifts
	1 Co. 12:11  Heb. 2:4

	
	Calling to tasks
	Acts 31:2

	
	Working for unity
	Eph. 4:4,5


Conclusion

It is not wonder the Bible says   “Be filled with the Spirit”  Eph.  5:18  or 
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. Rom. 14:17,18 NIV

But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.  Jude 20-21   NIV

Come, O house of Jacob,  let us walk in the light of the Lord! Isa 2:5  NIV
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