Why Thanksgiving

Scripture: Psalm 69:30-32; Col. 1:10-12; I Thess 5:16-18

Thesis: Our giving thanks pleases God.

Introduction

Thanksgiving a great American tradition
Brief overview of early elements of the history of Thanksgiving observance in America. (from David Barton paper)
Thanksgiving not only a great American tradition, it was also a great tradition in OT Israel.

Lev. 7:12-15 describes a fellowship offering for the purpose of giving thanks.  The meat of it was to be eaten together and had to be completely consumed that same day.  That means you probably had to bring many friends to help you eat it --or give food away quickly.  

In King David’s time, Asaph, the Psalmist, encouraged the people to “sacrifice thank offerings to God (Ps 50:14).”  Then he wrote, “He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the salvation of God." Ps 50:23 NIV.  That wasn’t just bringing a gift.  It was getting the relatives together to celebrate what God had done by eating all the meat the same day.   

King Hezekiah encouraged thank offering too (2 Chr. 29:31).

Those who were healed were encouraged to bring thank offerings (Psalm 107:21,22)  “Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love

and his wonderful deeds for men. 22 Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy. NIV

Thanksgiving is an attitude that pleases God  
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When we are thankful in all circumstances we are doing God’s will.

1. I Thess. 5:16-18 – Note specifically that Thanksgiving is God’s will, God’s plan.  
1. when we quote Eph. 2:10 sometimes we wonder what those good works are.  But here we’re told that one of them we don’t have to wonder about.  It is giving thanks.

1. And not just when it comes easy but in all circumstances.

1. it says “in” all circumstances, not “for” all circumstances.  Some circumstances are caused by sin and are not God’s plan.  So there is no command to give thanks for such circumstances but we can still give thanks in such circumstances for the blessings we still have. We can still give thanks for what God is doing. We can give thanks for those who stand with us and help us. 
1. many times we will be led to actually give thanks “for” difficult circumstances too - as in Rom. 5:3 we rejoice in our sufferings because of how God uses them for our benefit.

iv. Psalm 69:30-32  When we receive answers and praise God, others notice.  This positive influence on others pleases God too.
v. It also influences others causing them to be joyful too. 
Being thankful is part of living “a life worthy of the Lord.”

1. Col. 1:10-12  -- one part of living a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing Him is “joyfully giving thanks” 
1. because God’s work is worthy of our thanksgiving

1. “You can learn to give thanks even if you don’t feel particularly thankful.  If God gives a command, he expects obedience, whether you are in the mood or not.  Thankfulness, like forgiveness, is not an emotion.  Thankfulness is an intelligent response of gratitude to God” (Edwin Lutzer Quotations #11173)



LISTNUM multilinsrm \l 3  Why does he say this?   Because thankfulness shows an understanding of our spiritual blessings.
1.  Simply put, he is the giver, the bible says of every good and perfect gift (James 1:17)– so it makes perfect sense for us to respond with thanksgiving.   
Thanksgiving is a better offering to God than material things alone.

1. Psalm 69:30-32

1. doesn’t mean we should not offer material things to God, it just reaffirms what the Bible says that God is looking at the heart – he is looking at the thanksgiving behind the gifts.  He values the heart expression much more than the outward things themselves.  Does he need your money – not really -  He owns it all.  But he desires your worship.   And genuine gratitude is part of that worship.  A true heart of thanksgiving keeps or monetary gifts from being simply habit or even just admirable duty -  they become offerings of free thanksgiving – too little token to ever adequately respond to the generosity of God. 
1. quote William Law - a classic devotional writer in his book Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life “Would you know who is the greatest saint in the world?  It is not he who prays most or fasts most; it is not he who gives most alms, or is the most eminent for temperance, chastity, or justice, but it is he who is always thankful to God, who wills everything that God wills, who receives everything as an instance of God’s goodness, and has a heart always ready to praise God for it.”

1. Poem from Thanksgiving Ideals called The First Thanksgiving by Virginia Blanck Moore

The Pilgrim fathers long ago, In sober dress of gray,
Felt stirring in their thankful hearts A special need to pray;

A surge of gratitude to God That hunger did not press
Upon the small band gathered there Within the wilderness.
And so they set aside a day When harvests had been stored,
To feast and offer prayers of thanks For the bounty of the Lord.
And thus those Pilgrims long ago, By thanking God for food,
Bequeathed to us who followed them The gift of gratitude.
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