Who Does God Choose?  

First in a new series for January called  “Lessons from the Early Life of David”  

Scripture:  I Samuel 16:1-13

Key Thought:  God is not impressed by appearances, but by honest and devoted  hearts.   

Intro idea

When you think of someone buying a luxury home with a price tag of more than $300,000, you expect the new home to be of high quality. Such is not always the case, writes Julie Iovine in the Chicago Tribune. The preliminary designs for the new home of Michael Eisner, the head of Disney, included one wall that was so thin it would have buckled under its own weight. The $40 million new home of one billionaire software developer had pine siding so vulnerable to decay it started to rot before the home was even completed. It is easy for buyers to mistake luxury for quality. Experts in the home building industry say that "most buyers agonize over the wrong things." 

Tom Kligerman, a Manhattan architect, says many buyers "find it boring to spend money on foundations and stud walls. They'd rather spend it on what they can see." 

A builder of luxury homes said, "It appears that what sells houses depends on having a tub large enough for at least two people, and probably more; flashy stairs ... and other glitzy, totally unnecessary elements, as opposed to spatial or construc​tional quality."   As it is with homes – so it often is with people too.  (750 Engaging Illustrations #57)   Effort goes into image not character.  

God is looking for workers, including leaders.


2 Ch 16:9 NIV  “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”

Mt 9:37-38

 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."   NIV
The passage we are read this morning is one example of God’s search for good hearts who will follow him and work for him in his vineyard.    I am not talking about your vocation.  I am talking about what your heart leads you to do.   

Job

Job 1:8  Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."  NIV

to Mary
Lk 1:30 But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. NIV

“Real leaders are in short supply.  constantly people and groups search for them.  Throughout the Bible, God searches for leaders, too.”   (Sanders, 1967,1980,1994)  Spiritual Leadership p. 17
Sanders then quotes three OT passages.

The first is what God said through Samuel to Saul when God looked for David. 

1 Sa 13:14  “But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the Lord's command."  NIV

The second is a word spoken through Jeremiah when God was looking in vain for faithful hearts before the fall of Jerusalem. 

Jer 5:1  “Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and consider, search through her squares.  If you can find but one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I will forgive this city.” 

The third is the same search recorded by Ezekiel. (22:30)  "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.”  NIV

God does not look for the same things that people look for.

Even Samuel, a prophet with some discernment, looked at Eliab, the first of Jesse’s son’s to be presented, he thought he was the one.   According to chapter 17:13 he was the eldest.    Eldest sons tend to be leader types, in charge.    We as people would like that sort of thing.  In those days the eldest would have been favored by the culture.  From what God said to Samuel we can guess that Eliab was tall and handsome.   Studies show that people who are tall have an advantage when it comes to people listening to them.    But God was not impressed with any of those qualities.   

In our culture also people look at appearances -  what kind of car does he drive?  What does her facebook picture look like?    How many friends does he have?    What kind of job does she have?    Does he wear the right brands of jeans?    Do they live in the right neighborhood?    etc.   But God is just as unimpressed with our external things.

He is even unimpressed with our religious ones  -  Which church does he go to?  How many times does she go to church?    How many good and bad habits do we have?   It’s not that God doesn’t know these things or care.  Jesus knew that the Pharisees tithed their garden herbs.   But Jesus looked deeper.  And that is what God does too.  

God is looking for good hearts.  
Pr 17:3   “The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests the heart.”  NIV

1 Ch 28:9  NIV

 "And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts.”

In the context of giving for the temple – David prayed,  “I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity…”   1 Ch 29:17 NIV

When God looks on the heart, what is God looking for?
willing heart

Saul was not willing to follow God’s instructions.  David was.    David advised his Son to serve God with a willing mind.   --  God is looking for willing hearts and minds who will submit to his leadership.
God is looking for hearts willing to listen and ready to follow his leading. 

integrity

Integrity is agreement between our words and our actions.  It is allowing our profession of faith to impact all areas of our lives.   It is being the same person at work and at home that we are at church.   It is not allowing the devil to own some secret corner of our lives that can betray us if it were to be found out.   

Stop to think about Jesus’ scathing denunciations of the Pharisees.   Most of them had to do with their hypocrisy.    – “Whitewashed tombs”   -- outwardly beautiful but inside full of dead men’s bones.   people who clean the outside of the cup while leaving the inside dirty – full of greed and self-indulgence--- NIV     extortion and excess ---KJV         summary verse Mt 23:28   “So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”   ESV
God hates hypocrisy and in his followers he is looking for integrity.    

the challenge for all of us is to cooperate with God in rooting out the things that would compromise our integrity.    

wholehearted 

In the NT James warns us about being double minded.    He says it will make us unstable in our ways.    Jesus told us that we could not serve God and money.    
God is looking for hearts that have one dominant affection – their love for God.  

Jesus told us that is the first commandment -  Mk 12:30  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” NIV 

a heart like his own

Pastor – now you have made it impossible -  well, certainly we are not going to be perfect in the sense that Jesus was -  he was the only perfect servant that God has ever had.   

but do not sell the process that God has begun in your life short .    Php 1:6  “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  

Gal 4:19  “My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you…”

2 Co 3:18  “we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”  

1 Jn 4:13 “We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.” NIV

So as we cooperate with God’s work in us,  as we actively seek God’s Spirit’s full indwelling and help,  has we involve ourselves in spiritual disciplines, God’s heart is actually being formed in us.    And God can reasonably look for hearts being formed  into his own likeness.   
That’s a really good goal for me and for you for 2010, isn’t it?  
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