Walk Humbly With God
Fifth in the series from Micah called Listening to God
Scripture: Col. 3:1-17; Micah 6:8

Key Thought:  Walking humbly with God involves key attitudes and daily practices. 
Intro idea:

In the 1994 Winter Olympics, held in Norway, 23 yr. old Tommy Moe of the United States won the gold on the men’s downhill.   It was a “beautifully controlled run,” said William Oscar Johnson in Sports Illustrated, “on which he held tucks and thrust his hands forward in perfect form at places where others had stood up and flailed their arms.”   

After his victory, Tommy Moe explained his thought process.  “I kept it simple,” he said, “focused on skiing, not on winning, not on where I’d place. I remembered to breathe—sometimes I don’t.”

The winner of the gold medal in the Olympics had to remember the most basic of basics: breathing!  He kept it simple.

Likewise as we seek to have a strong walk with God it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know where we win or lose.  Spiritual strength depends on the basics.   (750 Engaging Illustrations #142)

Walk Humbly with God – That’s what it means to be ‘good’  in a nutshell 

This phrase brings us back to basics in our Christian lives. 
Only other place this OT word for humble is used in OT Pr 11:2  “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.” NIV

But the Bible has many references to our English word “humble.”   Ps 25:9  “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.” NIV

So Paul urges us  Eph 4:2 “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” NIV

2 parts of Micah 6:8 – behavior and relationship to God 

2 key parts to what God is looking for –   behavior and relationship to God.  Relationship determines behavior.  Micah saves the point most about our relationship to God until the third in his list.  

5 parts to walking humbly with God. 

Not new – they are basic – they are essential – they are what we need to remember to have a successful Christian walk.  
Confession -- Acknowledge our sinfulness and receive his forgiveness and cleansing (our salvation) – (symbol the cup for communion)
The fundamental reason for the prophets’ message was to help Israel recognize their sin 

Mic 3:8 “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin.” NIV
Our tendency is to do what Paul says in Ro 1:18 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness…” NIV 

Fundamental reason for Israel needing to walk humbly was that they had not been unjust and unmerciful. 

But God is looking for a different attitude Isa 57:15  “This is what the high and lofty One says — he who lives forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. NIV

Isa 66:2 "This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.”

“Whoever defends himself will have himself for his defense, and he will have no other; but let him come defenseless before the Lord and he will have for his defender no less than God Himself.”  (The Pursuit of God p. 29) (Tozer, 1948)
Psalm 32 – Psalm of God’s healing when we confess our sins. 
Humility    -- Acknowledge his lordship and our servanthood.  (our sanctification) (symbol – obedience of well-trained animal)

Mic 6:9 “Listen! The Lord is calling to the city — and to fear your name is wisdom — "Heed the rod and the One who appointed it.”” NIV
Submit to my Lordship!  Allow me to be God!  Let me lead!   

God is still saying that to us today.  

1 Pe 5:6  “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.”

E. Stanley Jones “No one can love God until he surrenders to him.” (The Christ of Every Road p. 176) (Jones, 1930)
Grizzly, Peter and Susan’s chocolate Lab  – learned who is boss.  So many good possibilities flow form that. 

Grizzly, Peter and Susan's chocolate Lab  - learned who is boss.  So many good possibilities flow form that. 

Ro 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.” NIV

Companionship     -- Enjoy a daily sense of his presence  (I will never leave you) (will not leave you as orphans – I will come to you) (symbol - 2 friends walking hand in hand)


Heb 13:5-6  “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" 
Php 4:4,5 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.” NIV

“The true Christian life… is not just that we are dead to certain things, but we are to love God, we are to be alive to him, we are to be in communion with him in this present moment in history.” (True Spirituality p. 17) (Schaeffer, 1971)
Daily Walk    -- Walk daily in his instruction  ( His word is our guide – the Spirit is our teacher) (faith comes by hearing, hearing by the Word of God.) (symbol – person walking on a path)
Concept of teaching 
Micah 6:8 – showed you – declared to you – explained to you. 
God teaches us what is good. 

Samuel, one of the earliest prophets, explaining his role as he spoke for God - 1 Sa 12:23 “As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right.” NIV

Ps 25:9 “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.” NIV  According to Isa. 28:26 this teaching is not just about strictly spiritual things, but about practical ones as well. 

Growing    --- Be open to what God has for us.  (grow in the grace and knowledge – be filled with the Spirit – literally -- be being filled with the Spirit.”) (symbol – hands open posture or reading Scripture)
2 Pe 3:18   “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen” NIV
Conclusion

Israel
Micah 6:5 – Remember Balak’s counsel and Balaam’s answer  -  

Balak -- Num 22:5,6 – “Put a curse on these people for me.”

Balaam - Nu 23:20 “I have received a command to bless; he [God] has blessed, and I cannot change it.” 

Israel had been blessed by God but they did not walk in that blessing.  They worships other Gods and turned away from the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and Moses who had pronounced them blessed.   

As a result they were scattered, defeated and impoverished – both spiritually and materially.  

Us

The same choice is ours.

Luke 24:50,51 records that just before he returned to heaven, Jesus lifted up his hands and blessed his disciples and while he was blessing them, he was taken up into heaven.    

NT is filled with pronouncements of blessings.    The question is, will we walk in those blessings or will we walk in our own ways – follow the ways of this world and put the values of this world in first place in our lives, instead of the God of Israel who is determined to bless?

Will not be determined by some secret formula known only to super saints – no!  
We will walk in blessing as we walk faithfully in these basics of our faith – As we walk humbly with our God. 
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