Unparalleled News

Scripture: John 20:1-8; Eph. 5:14
Key idea:  Like spiritual sunshine, the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection still transforms our lives today as it did the lives of those who first discovered he was alive. 

 

 

Wake up to the Good News.
1.  Quote the verse “Wake up. O sleeper, rise from the dead and Christ will shine on you (Eph. 5:14).”

1. one of several Scriptures relating the coming of Jesus into our lives with the dawning of a new day.

1. even this a mere glint of light compared to the greatest sunrise of all - the first Easter morning.

1. above the brightness of the rising sun in the sky, was the brilliance of the angel presence announcing good news.  “He is not here, he has risen as he said!”

1. More luminous than the rising of the physical sun was the rising of God’s “sun of righteous with healing in his wings” to be the light of the world forever. (Mal. 4:2) 

1. And more radiant that the earthly dawn was the marvelous dawning of God’s day of grace - shedding its heart-warming rays into our longing sin-chilled souls.

1. Above the diamond sparkling of the dew of morning was the transcendent crowning of the risen King of Kings - being given a name that is above every name.

1. More dramatic than the disappearing of the earthly shadows was the chasing away of the shadows of spiritual darkness which had limited the spiritual vision of humanity since the fall.

1. As the earthly dawn revealed again the Jerusalem of yesteryear, the exaltation of the rising Lamb of God opened a vista on eternity where children of faith can glimpse a new Jerusalem that doesn’t even need the light of the sun because the Lamb of God is its light.

1. It was an awesome Sonrise - “S-o-n-r-i-s-e”

 

 

 

 

God wasn’t just creating one awesome morning, but making it possible for each of us to have our own Good News morning. 

 

 
1. Sonrise in our personal lives is when we do what Paul is asking

1. being awakened was one of John Wesley’s favorite terms for what happens as God’s Spirit works with us and we respond and become spiritually alive. 

1. We wake up spiritually 

1. become open to the truth of the gospel

1. before dawn each morning - most of us are sleeping - It’s dark.

Spiritually - all of us are sleeping too until our own spiritual dawn happens.  When the light of Jesus shines into our lives - we cannot remain spiritually dormant - zoned out - zonked - it’s time to wake up
1. Contrast Peter and John in this story – both see the grave clothes – both go in the empty tomb.  The light comes on for John; he tells us that he believed.  But not yet for Peter; he was still spiritually asleep. – he doesn’t get it.  
2. Sometimes we are like Peter, looking right at the facts, but just not seeing it.  then suddenly, by God’s grace, the light of the good news dawns in our hearts as Paul said in 2 Cor. 4:6 “For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness, made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” NIV

2. We rise from dead.

2. more difficult until we think of the words of Jesus as recorded in John 5:24, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”  

2. so rising from the dead is to believe and become spiritually connected to Jesus.

2. in fact, in an important sense, it’s not even something we do, it’s something we allow Jesus to do in us.

Eph 2:1,4

2. that leads to the third thing Paul mentions - Christ will shine on you

2. on us means that the spiritual truths of Jesus’ teachings will become the light of our life. - He who is the light of the world will be our light.

2. ill. interview with Christian vocalist - Kathy Troccoli (SA-TE)

 

 

“Sonrise” makes a huge difference in our lives. 

 
Let’s look at four effects of Sonrise in our lives.

2. Sonrise brings a dawn of knowledge

2. II Peter 1:16, 19 (read) “day dawns and daystar rises in your hearts.”

2. expression “I’m in the dark on this”   - in contrast when we’re working on a problem and we suddenly get an idea we say, “a light came on”

2. the ignorance we were in - spiritual darkness

2. the light from Christ’s Sonrise in our lives teaches us

2. 
Emmaus Road – they were taught as they walked – then the light came on. 

2.    Upper Room – Jesus appeared,  they learned 

2. reality of the spiritual

2. blackness of our own sins

2. triumph and power of God

2. Sonrise is a personal dawn to eternal life

2. When we wake up and allow Jesus into our lives as Lord and Savior we have a new life 

2. Jesus defined as “to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” This new relationship moves us from 

2. guilt to forgiveness

2. Col 1:13 “He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.“

2. separation to communion

2. aliens to children

2. slavery to sin and self to freedom as children of God 

2. death penalty to eternal life

2. party of Sadducees didn’t believe it - Jesus said to them “you are badly mistaken” and then proved it by rising from the dead.

2. resurrection of Jesus shows reality of life after death

2. John 3:16
2. This is what happened to the disciples – first John the eventually all the others.  
2. Sonrise in our lives means a dawn from the darkness of moral confusion to living in the light of righteousness

2. Peter the best example. 

2. In Scripture - living a sinful life is called living in the darkness- whereas living right is called living in the light.

2. difference between who we were and who we are is like night and day.

2. So when Christ dawns in our lives- when we have our own personal sonrise, we move from immorality to morality

2. Jesus example of love and teaching of forgiveness moves us from conflict to reconciliation.

2. His example also inspires us to change our focus from getting to giving

2. and his teaching urges us to change from cursing to blessing

2. ill. change road rage to praying for those drivers that are not doing well

2. Sonrise is a dawn of hope

2. from pessimism to optimism

Isaiah 9:2,3 “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

II Cor 1:20 all promises are yes in Christ

I Cor 10:13 a way out of temptation

Psalm 46:1,2 - help in our time of need

2. from dead-end to eternal life - New Jerusalem

Conclusion

2. Wake up, oh sleeper, rise from the dead and Christ will shine on you!

2. Ask you this morning - Spiritually speaking, are you still in the pre-dawn hours - operating without Jesus as your Savior?  without the insights of Jesus’ life?  Are you still in the dark when it comes to the way you live?

Most wonderful thing that could happen to you this Easter morning would be for you to open your life to Jesus - to have our own personal “Sonrise.”
Christians

2. 
For all of us who have had been awakened, what a great reminder to live as children of the light, as children of the day, as people of hope, as people who live in the light of the Risen Son of God.  The Lamb is already our light.   Let us rejoice; because the light of God’s Son is shining on us!  
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