Unleashed Celebration
Easter 10 a.m. 2010 fifth in the series Finding Strength and Hope In Jesus’ Story

Scripture: Matthew 28:1-15

Key Thought:    As the first disciples responded to the amazing news of Jesus’ resurrection with joy and worship, so do we. 
Intro idea:
How do you respond to the best news you ever received?
a close loved one comes home safely from a war zone
a test for cancer turns out negative
you are expecting a baby
you are being promoted
you have been awarded a big scholarship

Do you jump up and down?
Do you scream and then run and hug everybody in sight?
Do you fall on the ground and break dance?
Do you invent you own end zone celebration?
Do you look to heaven in profound thanksgiving?

What do you do? 
This morning I would like us to look again at what the disciples did as they responded to the good news in Jesus.  
Why should we look at their response?  Because I think it will help us to respond today to the good news of Jesus’ resurrection.  

sometimes we are jaded.  We have heard about Jesus rising from the dead so many times that it no longer affects us.   We can go through the motions of Easter with hardly a spark of emotion.   That is really sad.   So this morning, as we look at the responses of the disciples, let us drink in of their excitement, and add to it from all we know that they did not yet know.   I believe it will multiply our joy.  

3 responses

Amazing news
NIV uses  the word amazed or amazement twice in Luke 24 referring to the disciples reaction to Jesus’ resurrection.  

Lk 24:22-23  “In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. “ NIV

Lk 24:41-43  “And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?"  42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. “

John writes in his gospel that even when he and Peter entered the empty tomb they still did not put together all that Jesus had said.  It was not until later that evening when Jesus stood among them that the full wonder of it all began to sink in.  
You cannot blame them for being amazed.   Amazement is something that happens in us when what we see was previously thought  impossible or at least very improbable.   

In spite of the fact that Jesus had predicted his resurrection, he had often done it a little cryptically and they were used to Jesus speaking in parables that they did not quite understand.   Yes, they had seen Jesus raise the dead on several occasions, but Jesus was there to do it.  Now he was gone.   It never occurred to them that God would raise him, and raise him up in a way they had never seen or even contemplated.   
After all, the resurrection of Jesus is, if you will, “the poster child”  for the “God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine (Eph 3:20).  It is the event that originally blew out our neatly constructed boxes of what God usually does and opened us up to begin to see God’s supernatural ability.    The disciples were amazed because their mental boundaries about what God could do were being stretched.   Every year at Easter, we need to let God stretch ours too.  We also will be amazed. 
Abundant joy
Mt 28:7-8 “Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."  8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.” NIV

Jesus had predicted that the disciples’ response would be joy. 

Jn 16:20-22

 “I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.”  NIV

Joy is something we experience when something very good comes to us or someone we love that we don’t really feel deserving of and did not anticipate;  or maybe we felt it was quite beyond our reach.  

Joy comes also when something very good that has been long anticipated and long delayed finally arrives.   The positive feelings that we had held back and only hoped for over that time almost overwhelm us.    Example: A child is born safely after pregnancy struggles and being overdue. 

The disciples joy was both.  It was the joy of something wonderful that was completely unexpected  -- Jesus alive again.   And it was also the joy of something long anticipated that had seemed to have slipped away but was now suddenly restored – the kingdom of the Messiah.  

 To us today the joy of the Easter news is powerful and multifaceted as well.  If we do not allow the news to become common place to us, it is still mind stretching to realize that God raised Jesus, giving him, not a resuscitated human body as Lazarus had,  but an entirely new, never seen before, supernatural body.    That is awesome in itself.   What makes it even more awesome is that because Jesus has been raised from the dead, he has promised that our tombstones are temporary too.   Jesus said, “Because I live, you also will live” (Jn 14:19 NIV).   That’s a promise to make you celebrate with joy.      
For all who have lost loved ones, it is the cornerstone of our hope.   Jesus who said, “I am the resurrection and the life,”  rose from the dead to give proof, living proof that what he said was true.  God has given him the power of life.   John 5:24 – the one who believe sin him has “crossed over form death to life.”    also verses  25-29 

Part of the joy is to realize all that God has given to us because of Jesus’ resurrection.  “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things” (Ro 8:32 ESV)?
Stop and think for a moment of the reasons you personally share the disciples’ joy at Jesus’ resurrection.
Adoring worship
Mt 28:9  “Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.”  NIV

Lk 24:51-53  “ While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.”  NIV

In this step, the disciples began to integrate what they knew.  He had predicted his death.   Now it began to dawn on them that his new body was something supernatural.   He had told them he came from God and God was his Father.   Three of them had seen his earthly body transfigured once before and had been forbidden to talk about it until now.  Now they could remember that moment too and tell the others about it, and understand that he deserved not only to be followed,  not just to be called Rabbi, but more than that, to be worshipped, and they worshipped him as God.    They realized as the apostle John would later put into words,   “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (Jn 1:1 NIV).
Jn 1:18  “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.” 

This response has three expressions

First is honoring Jesus for who he is. 

When we also begin to put these things together in our minds, then the Easter news increases our worship.   We cannot stop at just respecting Jesus as a teacher or moral guide as many try to do.  We must go further and realize that he is infinitely worthy of our worship.   We honor the Son as he deserves to be honored by making him Savior and Lord I our own lives.    This is the adoration part.  It starts in our mind – recognizing who Jesus really is.  It’s not just showing up in church, it is asking him to forgive our sins and becoming one of his disciples.   then it goes  into our emotions as we are humbled and awed by what has happened and bow in adoration feeling fortunate to just touch the hem of his garment as the woman who was healed or grasp his feet in worship as Mary on the first Easter morning. 

If you have never decided to be a follower of Jesus, that is your first worship response.  

Father forgive me for being a rebel against you – for holding our for my own way – I’ve decided to accept your gracious invitation and become a follower of Jesus.  

Next is deep adoration and reverence

When we have taken that step, a tremendous reverence is our next response.  Have you ever just want to fall prostrate in humility before God?   (Ezekiel responded to a vision of God this way in Ezek 44:4.  It was also the 3 disciples’ response at the transfiguration Mt. 17:6. )  Is bowing your head sometimes not just a habit, but a true humbling of your soul before a mighty Father?   Are your words in prayer sometimes just so inadequate to describe back to God how you feel?  Or to declare his glory or to list his gifts or describe his character?  

Third is obedience
We honor him by submitting to his commands.  We honor him by giving him the service of our daily lives which Paul calls our logical worship. 

“I exhort you, therefore, brothers, in view of God’s mercies, to offer yourselves as a sacrifice, living and set apart for God. This will please him; it is the logical “Temple worship” for you” (Ro 12:1 Complete Jewish Bible). 
Conclusion

So I invite you this morning to firs to fall allow yourself to be amazed again at the resurrection of Jesus.  

I invite you to celebrate with joy all that God has done for you in raising Jesus from the dead.   He planned it all, brought in to pass for you. 

Invite you to worship.

Sometimes worship is quiet and contemplative as when we sing “He is Lord, He is Lord, He has Risen from the dead and He is Lord,  every knee shall bow every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”

Sometimes it is celebrative as when we sing a song such as the one I have chosen for an expression of our worship this morning.    As Clar comes and leads us in “He Lives”  I invite you to be amazed,  to celebrate with joy and to worship from our heart.  

Singing of “He Lives”

Prayer
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