Unforgettable Assignment
Bridge between the Lenten Easter series; Finding Strength and Hope in Jesus’ Story; and also the first sermon in the untitled missions series that followed.
Scriptures:  John 20:19-31
Key Thought:  Jesus sent us out as his followers with an unforgettable assignment.  
Intro idea:  
Sense of joy and celebration of Easter time,   the powerful consciousness that our God has intervened in history to help us, have a great purpose.   Jesus had an assignment for us.

Christians without a sense of purpose are a little like healthy grade school boys cooped up in a small room on a rainy day with too little to do.   Pretty soon they are inventing entertainment –writing on walls, climbing on or breaking up furniture, teasing the cat, or beating up on each other, etc.    The results are frequently either destructive or hurtful.   The boys are unhappy!
Wise mothers and fathers, teachers and coaches, channel that energy into purposeful and hopefully constructive paths as much as possible.   It develops the boys; it keeps everybody much happier.   
Christians without a sense of purpose similarly spend their time entertaining themselves, mostly in selfish ways that gratify various desires.    The only real difference between what they do now and what they did before they were saved is that a few of the more wicked entertainments have been repented of.    But the underlying self centered orientation and general purposelessness remains.   The purposeless Christian makes the grave mistake of thinking that all that God has provided them in Christ is just to make them feel better. 
But God knows that, like the boys in the room, they were made for so much more.   So he has given us purposeful assignments to fulfill us and accomplish his purposes.   

He has put in our hearts a sense of joy and celebration at Easter time, and the powerful consciousness that our God has intervened in history to help us. These have a great purpose.   Jesus had an assignment for us. 
Sent in peace
Christmas “on earth peace”
Jesus “peace be with you”   v. 21
Peace of position – Rom. 5:1 – “peace with God”

Peace of disposition – Gal. 5:2 fruit of the Spirit – peace

Peace in our suppositions – Phil 4:7      “peace of God will guard your hearts and minds.”
Jon 14:27 “My peace I give you…Do not let your hearts be troubled…” 

Many causes of lack of peace—emotional tensions, illnesses, guilt, fears—but God does not want us to live there.  He wants us to break through to find his peace.    
Sent with authority
Did you ever notice the verse just before the great commission?   Sometimes we get really worried about  how we are not able to do what we think God is asking of us.  One reason this troubles us is that we forget to read the verse before the great commission.  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me (Matt. 28:18).”   Jesus has the authority!  
· Matt. Jesus sent the disciples out with authority over demons

· In this passage – John 20:23 Jesus gives his disciples derived authority to forgive sins. 

· The apostles had a strong sense that they taught in the authority of the Lord Jesus. (1 Thess. 4:2)

· Lu. 10:19 “authority to overcome all the power of the enemy…”  
· Tit. 2:15 authority to teach encourage and rebuke rested in the church leaders like Timothy.

We do not use the authority we have.

Sent with divine enablement

Jesus was enabled by the Holy Spirit – symbolized by what happened at his baptism when the Holt Spirit descended like a dove and rested on him.  
We are enabled by the same Holy Spirit.  The difference between Jesus and us is that as John the Baptist said of Jesus to him God has given his Spirit “without limit.”  The implication of that statement is that for the rest of us, while God has definitely given us his Spirit, our measure of grace is finite like we are.   
Pentecost was about our enablement.   When Jesus promised Pentecost, he told his disciples that what they would be waiting for was to receive power (dunamis) which basically means ability to do something.     To do what?-- whatever is needed to be Jesus’ witnesses.  
Paul – “I can do everything through him who gives me strength (Phil 4:13).”

John speaks of the Holy Spirit in us as an “anointing from the Holy One” (1 John 2:20)  which instructs us. 
Sent with a purpose. 
Are there ways that we share the purpose of Jesus?    
Larry yesterday – Mark 1:15   He came proclaiming the good news of God – Repent and believe the good news. 

That is our job too.

Luke 4:17-19 - another passage that expresses Jesus’ purpose – we share much of that too.

Here in John he gives to his apostles the privilege of being involved in one of the most precious of all ministries of Jesus – pronouncing the forgiveness of sins.    

In Matt. 26:28 it is recorded that at the Last Supper Jesus spoke of his “blood of the new covenant poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 
Our assignment to forgive sins is not an absolute power, like Jesus’ was – that is it does not reside in us.  It is a derived power.  It really resides in God, but we serve as his agents.    When a pastor senses that an earnest seeker has truly confessed sin and repented; they have turned from it, and appealed to Jesus for forgiveness; that is what God asked.  The conditions of forgiveness have been met and the pastor can use this derived authority to pronounce the person forgiven.  
You see this happen in liturgy occasionally  in a church service sometimes when a pastor has included a prayer of confession,  then afterward, he or she will  quote a verse of assurance such as 1 John 1:9 “If we confess …
This mention of helping people sense God’s forgiveness because of Christ’s sacrifice is one way that we participate in the purpose that Jesus had when he came.  Jesus put it in different ways in different passages.   In John 21 he said to Peter – “Feed my sheep”   In Matt.  28 he said to all of us “Go and make disciples.”        The overall message is the one that Jesus is giving here.   “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”     

Conclusion
So about your life and mine

Do you find yourself living for you and yours - mostly for here and now – mostly for comfort and security?   Do you seem to be working hard and finding little meaning in it?   

Or is there a definite consciousness that in everyday, you also work s unto the Lord.   That in everyday, you are also seeking to the work he has sent you to do while you go about your more mundane tasks.  Have you really accepted the challenge and felt the rewarding fulfillment of cooperating with God in his assignment for you.  Jesus has sent you out.   Will accept his mission?   
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