Unbelieving Betrayals 
Scripture: Matt. 26:45-58;  26:69-27:5

Key idea:  We can learn from studying the actions of the crowd, of Judas and of Peter during Passion week.   Their failures spur us on to faithfulness 
The Crowd

On Sunday – Hosanna – blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Messianic expectation were high in Jerusalem at this time.  Passover nourished those expectations, as the Passover table had a seat kept empty for Elijah, the forerunner of the Messiah.   But Jesus had already said that if they were willing to receive it, John the Baptist had been the Elijah we was to come.   This last week Wylan Liddle mentioned in Wednesday Intercessors group that Sunday before Good Friday was the day the Passover Lamb was chosen.   I was reading this week on the website of a Messianic Jewish group about that.   

Jn 11:56  indicates they were looking for Jesus too, not really knowing that they were looking for the true Messiah.  

56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple area they asked one another, "What do you think? Isn't he coming to the Feast at all?"  NIV

As the pilgrims coming down the Mount of Olives realize that it is Jesus journeying in their midst, they begin to throw down coats and branches to spread a path for him as he entered the city.

Exodus 12 says that the children of Israel were to choose a Lamb for the Passover on the 10th day of the first month, 4 days before the slaughtering.  According to John’s chronology, Jesus entered Jerusalem on that day.   The shouts of the throng herald him as the Messiah.  The crowds have made their choice.

Yet, on Friday
 The crowd chants under the influence of the chief priests, “We have no other king but Caesar,”  When asked what to do with Jesus, “Crucify Him!”  was their reply.    

Why – crowd was deceived by their leaders – jealous Jewish Sanhedrin.  crowd was led astray by them.  

On Pentecost – This same Jesus that you crucified – now is preached to you.  (Acts 2:23,24, 36,37)
Judas Iscariot
The analysis of betrayal. Matt. 26:6-16

A competing loyalty allowed

John tells us objector was Judas and that he objected because he wanted to get his hands on some of the money – John 12:4-6

Why?  --- Two primary loyalties are always on a collision course. 

Like in March madness basketball.   Only one can emerge as the real #1

A competing loyalty doubly challenged

Mary’s selfless devotion challenged Judas -  It disgusted Judas.   Why because she acted on radically different values -   Her highest value was to show love and devotion to Jesus -  She was willing to sacrifice her expensive ointment to do that.


Quote from William Barclay “Love never calculates; love never thinks how little it can decently give; love’s one desire is to give to the uttermost limits; and, when it has given all it has to give, it still thinks the gift too little.   We have not even begun to be Christian if we think of giving to Christ and to his Church in terms of as little as we respectably can.”  Vol. 2  p. 330 

Mary’s act made it obvious that she loved Jesus with a lavish devotion, an extravagant love,  a sacrificial love.   

Judas’ highest value was money so Mary’s sacrifice made no sense.   In fact it angered him

Ever been called goody – two-shoes?  - Probably by someone who wanted you to join them in something you both knew to be wrong but you said no -   You did not share their values or lack of them and it angered them.  

The second challenge to Judas was in Jesus response to Mary – He praised her act of love

Jesus refusal to even acknowledge the loss of money involved – his totally focusing on the act of love of the woman which was to thing the really valuable thing here – incensed Judas too – it was one thing for Mary to be void of common sense but Jesus????

For Judas – it was the last straw – Jesus was hopelessly out of touch with reality.   Something had to be done to force Jesus into reality.

A disappointing and despicable choice

Betrayal probably rationalized as attempt to bring the issue of Jesus versus the establishment to a head – but in the process it greased Judas’ hands with 30 pieces of silver.  

The act of betrayal.  Matt. 26:47-56

Betrayed with a kiss 

False love – how could he betray Jesus with a kiss of greeting?

False love is appearing to love Jesus while hiding an agenda of our own that is more important to us?


"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Matt 6:24 

The aftermath of betrayal.   Matt. 27:1-10

His plan went awry

Judas saw that Jesus was condemned to death – Jesus was not doing anything – he was going to die.   

Judas had achieved his immediate goals – provoking a crisis and getting some ,money – But the results were not what he had hoped.  Whatever hopes Judas still held of being part of an enriching new political order were destroyed

Despair of a bankrupt soul  -- Word for Judas’ change of mind – is not the usual word for repentance – it indicates remorse – but not like Peter’s remorse that brought him back to Jesus.   It is remorse that the scheme didn’t work.   

It is the remorse of finding that that the values, choices we’ve made did not get us to where we wanted to be. 

Husband or wife who betrays their spouse for attention from another or for a little sexual excitement but finds themselves alone having been also betrayed by their new partner.

Young parent who seeks pleasure and neglects their children, ignores need to discipline and actively love -  only to find their children have lost respect for them.

Businessman who chooses shady deals and finds he has made money but his mind is weighed down by the complexity of the net he has woven and his peace of mind is gone.   He is trapped in a web of his own making.   

Young adult girl who gives herself to live with one man and than another chasing the dream of a loving relationship only to find herself disillusioned when the years go by without her having found a man of character and kindness who will promise himself to her for life. 

Another poor choice

Judas – gave up on change, didn’t consider the possibility of repentance, hung himself .  .

Suicide is always a wrong and tragic choice.  It grows from the wrong kind of remorse.  It grows out of hopelessness.  It forgets any kind of faith.  That’s what Judas chose. 
Peter

In the upper room – he declared complete loyalty to Jesus
Yet when confronted in a different situation than he expected, he denied that he knew the Master

Why?  caught by surprise in circumstances he did not anticipate;  caught spiritually unprepared even though he had been warned to watch and pray. 

But when the cock crew he remembered.  When Jesus looked he wept bitterly.  

His remorse was what the Bible calls “godly sorrow that leads to repentance.

Not just sorry I got caught or sorry my scheme didn’t work, but rather -- I was wrong, I failed, I am ashamed.  I want to try again.  

So later when Jesus comes to Peter by the seaside and asks if Peter loves him.  Peter without hesitating answers – I love you Lord. 

True Repentance leads to Spiritual recovery. Repentance 
Us -- Our Response – Two key questions?

Can we betray Jesus? 

What about the crowd?

“He never deserted them, but they in cowardly fear of their lives, fled from Him in the very beginning of His sufferings. This is but one instructive instance of the frailty of all believers if left to themselves; they are but sheep at the best, and they flee when the wolf cometh. They had all been warned of the danger, and had promised to die rather than leave their Master; and yet they were seized with sudden panic, and took to their heels. It may be, that I, at the opening of this day, have braced up my mind to bear a trial for the Lord's sake, and I imagine myself to be certain to exhibit perfect fidelity; but let me be very jealous of myself, lest having the same evil heart of unbelief, I should depart from my Lord as the apostles did. It is one thing to promise, and quite another to perform.”  Charles Spurgeon – daily devotional for Mar 27 in PC study Bible.

What about Judas?

In one sense, Judas’ act of betrayal is unrepeatable.  There was a certain awful finality about betraying the one and only Son of God, Jesus.     Referring to that one of a kind nature of Judas’ sin, Jesus told him it would be better for him if he had never been born.   

But in another sense,  Judas’ act of betrayal is repeated by us every time we allow another loyalty to win over our hearts and rule over our choices. 

How do I know if I have another loyalty that is competing

Do you find that Jesus or his work usually take second place when you plan your free time

What about your money?  -  does your giving show your love for God?

Does someone else’s noble sacrifice for Jesus irritate you rather than inspire you?

Are your choices self-centered or Christ-centered?

What about Peter?
Are we spiritually prepared so that we can stand up in tempting circumstances we do not anticipate?

Judas’ fate was sealed with a kind of remorse that leads to despair

Contrast - Peter – wept bitterly, returned to Jesus; prodigal son – turned back to his father admitting his error. 

Most of us find that like Peter, we make our share of selfish choices – betraying Jesus too.     But when that happens is our response remorse like Judas – remorse that we got caught – remorse that our scheme backfired – or is it remorse like Peter that leads back to Jesus-   That leads to a change of life and a choosing of Jesus above ourselves? The Bible calls that kind of remorse – godly sorrow that leads to repentance.  

With these warnings, May God help us to be faithful 
May we not be led astray by false teachers like the crowd
May we not allow competing loyalties in our own hearts to lead us to make the wrong choice like Judas

May we not be spiritually unprepared, even though we have been warned so that we are caught in circumstances like Peter was. 

Instead, may we remain faithful to Jesus each day.  

Whenever we do fail, may our remorse not be like Judas, just the remorse of getting caught that leads to anger and bitterness; but rather like Peter the remorse of true repentance that turns back to God and finds healing. 
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