The Wind that Refreshes 
God’s Breath of Life has Re-creative Power
Scripture:  Ps. 63:1; Ezekiel 36:24-30; 37:1-14: John 3:1-8; Acts 3:19
Take home thought:  As we invite Him, God’s Spirit blows into the parched places of our lives and brings new life. 
The situation:

We have always been fascinated with this vision of Ezekiel about the dry bones.    What was the meaning of this vision?    What is the take-home for us today?     Fortunately for us, we are given a great deal of information.  
For Ezekiel

In his vision Ezekiel stood in a valley filled with dry bones.     That’s what caught his attention and that’s what catches our too.  It’s a pretty stark scene-    In the interpretation God provided; we learn that the bones were to speak to Ezekiel and his hearers of the state of his nation.  His people had been slaughtered by the Babylonians.  Those that were not physically dead were scattered as the bones in the valley were scattered.    The result, from a practical point of view, was a dead nation – like we talk of a dead language today – a people group that would no longer exist. 
God also reports to Ezekiel what the people are thinking.   No need for a poll.    “Our bones are dried up,, and our hope is gone; we are cut off”  (37:11).    They had lost hope as a nation. 
That is their dry bones moment!  -  The circumstances are terrible, yes, but the deeper problem—and an even more serious one -- is that hope is lost.  

For us

Our hopelessness and bitter disappointment
Some of us can identify with Ezekiel and his people this morning.   We know exactly what a dry bones moment is.    Our hope too is gone or nearly gone.   When we look around at the joys we expected, we see bitter disappointment and grief instead.      Where we had hoped for vibrant life, we see a touch of death.   
Something vital is missing

Notice too that at first Ezekiel prophesied to the bones, and they came together as they were supposed to do.  But there was still a big problem.   They were still lacking something vital.  The outward appearance was fine but inside, something was missing – the breath. 
That’s a second application for us too.  Sometimes we feel like spiritual zombies – going through the right motions -  but the inside is hollow.   The breath is gone.  

Stop and think for a moment at what it takes to get you out of breath physically -  For those of you in great shape, that is a lot – but enough exertion will have any of us panting for breath.  Other things besides exertion can get us breathless too.   Illness can to that to us;    Anxiety can make us catch our breath – want some fresh air;  being in a place where the air is polluted – or smokey will do it.    

How transfer the metaphor to our spiritual lives.  What gets you out of breath spiritually?  --  too much exertion without enough breathing in:   times of doubt;   spiritual disease – the Bible calls it sin;  being in a spiritually unhealthy  atmosphere for an extended period.   
When we are in these situations –  the dry bones moments of our lives.   We empathize easily with the haunting question God asks.  

God’s haunting question?  Can these bones live?

It speaks to where we are.  To the need we have for God to speak into our lives.  We wonder if we can deal with the circumstances facing us. – an illness that doesn’t seem to go away,  a family situation that causes grief,   -- you fill in the blank--   WE fail a test and it looks like we might fail a course – perhaps lose a scholarship.  
1997 study of American Heart Association -  findings – people who had high levels of despair had a 20% greater occurrence of the narrowing of the arteries than did optimistic people.  That means despair is as bad for you as smoking a pack a day.  

In the dry bones moments of our lives,  we desperately need for God to speak into our lives  -- We may not have put it into words, but the cry in our own souls is “Can we make it?”        
God’s solution:    God has a solution for Ezekiel and for us as well. 
We need one fact that we might miss in English.  
There is powerful Good News for us in these chapters of Ezekiel that is for us too.   But in order to grasp its full breadth, we need first to understand a play on words that is going on in Hebrew and in Greek, the original languages of our Bible, that we do not know about in English.  
OT Ruach In Hebrews and also in Greek (pneuma) , one word has can be translated as wind, breath and spirit.    This is why some translations in Ezekiel 37:9 tell Ezekiel to prophesy to the wind and some to the breath  
Key metaphor is the God breathing into us

Tracking God’s Creative Path

God’s Spirit breathes life into Adam  Gen. 2:7
God’s Spirit active before our birth  Ps. 139:7, 13  (v. 7 Psalmist affirms that he cannot get away from God’s Spirit.  In v. 13 he extends this presence of God’s work even into his mother’s womb.  

God’s Spirit gives breath to each of us  Isa. 42:5; IN Isa 42:5  word translated breath is one of those from Gen 2:7 where God breathed into us the breath of life.   The word translated life is Heb. Ruach   Other translations switch and translate the first word as life and the second as breath. 
 
Conclusion – God’s Spirit  Gives the Breath of Life
Ezekiel’s prophesy about new life in an impossible situation    Ez.  37:9,10

For Ezekiel

In the vision

Prophesy to the bones – predict a return of breath – a return of life!
Then the prophet sees the bones rattle and come together and stand up as if they were alive – but they are not – they look good, but they are still inanimate – 

So God says – it is time – prophesy to the breath – Breathe into these slain that they may live!  -- and they do.  

For Israel

Hermeneutics – What did it mean to the people to whom it was written?  - 

In the immediate sense – this is part of the powerful word that Ezekiel is delivering to a captive nation -  God is going to restore you to your land -  this is not the end of you as a nation as it is for so many nations like you that Assyria and Babylon have wiped out.     God is able to do something amazing -  to bring back your nation for the dead.  

Picture of resurrection – death is our ultimate metaphor – resurrection is God’s --   

Also – need hint form the chapter that there is more here --  I think we see this in the description in chapter 36:25-27 of what God is going to do.   It could be NT description of the  work of God through Jesus in our lives -   3 actions are predicted.  
Cleanse us from impurities  -  
Give us a new heart  -  
Put his Spirit in us.  -  
Terms sprinkling” and “cleansing” and the concept of a change of heart are familiar to us form the New Testament’s description  of salvation.  

In chapter 37 we have word picture of what this means – it is no less than a resurrection from the dead.  

But isn’t that what the Apostle Paul also said about what God does in us – “You were dead in your transgressions and sins -  now you are made alive.   Eph. 2:1,5
God’s Wind Recreates our lives  

He can help us in the situation we are in.    --  He is the God of hope and encouragement  (Ro. 15:13) -  That ‘s his nature. 
Upper Room – Jesus breathed on his disciples and said – “Receive the Holy Spirit”  

His desire is that our need for strength would be completely met through as God’s wind strengthens us in our inner selves as Paul wrote in Eph. 3.

In our brokenness, God’s Creative Spirit offers that we can:
Be alive in Christ    John 3:6  
Catch our spiritual breath   -   Acts 3:19   -   Peter suggested if we would turn to God in repentance, and seek his favor, then God would send Times of Refreshing  -  The Greek word for refreshing means – recovery of breath.  
Goal is our transformation in the image of Jesus -  Be transformed 2 Co. 3:18 
Conclusion  - a friend’s story
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