The Results of God’s Presence  

Scripture: 1 Sam 18:1-16 (esp. 14)
Key Thought: God’s presence in our lives is revealed in our character and in fruitfulness.

Intro
When I was a young pastor, a man who was a fairly new Christian came into my office one day and asked me, “How do I know the Holy Spirit is active in my life?”    It’s a great question.   This morning, in the life of David we will see a couple of the many answers to that question.  
“So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power.”  1 Sa 16:13 NIV

“Anointing indicated preparation for service and the gift of God’s Spirit.” (ZPEB Vol  1 p. 171)

Isa 61:1  “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.” NIV

NT  1 Jn 2:27  “As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things.”  NIV
Okay, so when David was anointed, the Holy Spirit came on him in power.  When we open our hearts to Jesus the Holy Spirit comes into us.  God’s Spirit’s presence in us is also called an anointing.

Now, what difference does it make in our lives?

God’s presence shapes our character.

 As I spoke about two weeks ago, David had a heart that pleased God, even before he was anointed as King.  After that event we see more evidence of David’s good heart to follow God.
In His loyalty to Saul

His loyalty to Saul as God’s anointed. – God put it in his heart to have respect for and loyalty to Saul.  After David becomes so successful, Saul tries to kill him.  Twice, David has opportunity to kill Saul but he does not.   Saul is God’s anointed. 

 In the NT  God’s Spirit teaches respect for those whom God has put over you in the Lord and loyalty to them.  1 Th 5:12-13  “Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work.” 
In His heart for worship

His heart to worship when the ark is returned to Israel,  in the Psalms and later when he desires to build a temple.  God’s Spirit gives us a heart to worship.   We want to be in God’s house.  We desire to pray.  There is a hunger and thirst in us to get to know God more.
Psalm 108, 138, 145

The way he turns back to God

The way he turns back to God in confession and true repentance when he had sinned against God.  The Holy Spirit in us also helps us to respond rightly when we fail.  We don’t make excuses.  We don’t blame other people.  We acknowledge our sins to God and confess to others as appropriate.  We don’t run from preaching that convicts, we recognize that true prophetic ministry of God’s word always has had and always will have an edge that judges the thoughts and intents of our hearts.   
Heb 4:12  “The word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” NIV 
That is the only way it will do any good.  The natural man hates that kind of preaching – it makes him or her uncomfortable and he or she has no intention of listening to God’s Spirit. So the solution is to not subject themselves to such preaching.   But the spiritual man or woman knows that such ministry of the word is valuable help toward their ultimate goal.    The spiritual man or woman is happy to pray with David in Psalm 139:23-24

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. NIV 
not a haughty pompous piety – but a humble walk with God and others.
NT fruits of the Spirit

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Gal 5:22-23 NIV
God’s presence produces fruit.

Key point that I want us to notice is that the people around David could see evidence of God’s presence in his life.  

Spirit produces results

For David the results were in his battle successes success against Goliath; 
Success in assignments (v.5) that resulted in promotion
Success  as commander of 1000  v. 14.   

Why v. 14 is very specific – “because the LORD was with him.”

Well, you say, that was David, and that was a different deal.  Well, the Bible makes it very clear that God intends that the presence of the Holy Spirit in us will produce fruit too.  

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  Jn 15:5 NIV
What is the fruit we are looking for that is the result of the Spirit in us?
Part of it is our character.  We already covered that.   What else?

Not in frenzied activity – that comes from roots in our personality types,  in our fears, in our training, 

It’s when God uses what you do in greater ways that you would have expected.  

Example:  you speak a words to someone.  You find out they had a greater effect than you thought they should have.   
Example:  you do a simple act of service.  You find out God sent you at just the right time and that person was so blessed by what you did.  Or maybe God used your service to open a door to invite someone to church. 
Example:  you teach for several  years.  Someone gives a testimony years later about accepting Christ in your class.  
Fruit includes words and work, prayers and planning, using our gifts, resources and abilities in ways that advance God’s kingdom because they are dedicated to God and God’s Spirit can flow through them and use them.  

Conclusion
So then, if we do not see the Spirit’s work in our character and we are not bearing fruit, what do we do?  

First, we need to remember that not everyone will be equally fruitful.  Fruitfulness is not entirely in our hands.   There are circumstances around us that affect tour fruitfulness.  Even Jesus could not do many miracles in Capernaum.   We are not all equally gifted.   The Bible says some will bear fruit 30 fold, some 60 and some 100.   But the Bible also says that it is God’s plan that each of our lives bear much fruit.   
Then, if we still feel convicted about our fruitfulness, we can ask ourselves three key questions.
1.  Are their things in our lives blocking the Holy Spirit’s work?  -- hidden sins, areas of disobedience, people we have not forgiven?

2. Have we committed our lives and work to Jesus completely or are we still trying to run our lives ourselves and serve two masters. 

3. Have we asked for God’s Spirit to fill us and use us?
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