The Great Victory
Scripture:   1 Sam 17:1-50  key verse 47
Key Thought:  We can learn helpful lessons from David’s great victory over Goliath.
Intro idea:

Today, when we think of battles, the attention is on the weaponry.   Recently, the 174th Fighter wing has been in the news regarding the drone aircraft they are receiving.   

When we read the story of David and Goliath, we cannot help but notice the weapons too.   Goliath carried three – a bronze javelin, a large spear and a sword. 

From what we can tell in the story, David only had one, a sling.   What was the ancient  sling that David carried like?    (describe from sheet)
accuracy of sling 

You Tube video of man with homemade modern day slingshot hitting cans in the air, a quarter in the air, weed stalks  and  finally picking a Japanese beetle off a leaf without ripping the leaf. 

Jdg 20:16  “Among all these soldiers there were seven hundred chosen men who were left-handed, each of whom could sling a stone at a hair and not miss.” 

But was David the only one in Israel who could use a sling – presumably not.   But David was the only one in Israel with any kind of weapon who volunteered to face Goliath?    Goliath’s giant size his fearsome arsenal had frightened all the others.  

Why did David step up and why was David able to win the victory?  What can we learn from David?
David viewed the challenge with spiritual perspective. 

Contrasting description
	Soldiers’ view and actions
	David’s view and actions

	Comes out to defy Israel v. 25
	Defy the armies of the living God v. 26

	The man who kills him v. 25
	Kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace v. 26

	This man v. 25
	This uncircumcised Philistine v. 26

	Dismayed and terrified v. 11
	Let no one lose heart v. 32

	Ran from him in fear v. 24
	Ran toward him v. 48


David kept his eye on God’s ability to help.
David remembered God’s help in the past. vv 34-37
Some people think of faith as “blind faith”, a leap in the dark, stepping out into the unknown.   I think that is an inadequate way to describe the journey of faith.   Faith is a learning journey.   David learned to have faith in God while meeting challenges as a shepherd tending his Father’s  sheep.    Each time he asked God to help him rescue a lamb from a wild animal, he gained faith for a tougher challenge next time.    David did not all of a sudden have the faith to face Goliath.  He was stepping out in faith, yes, but it was based on his past experiences of faith, his previous learning experiences with God.     
There are three ways we gain experience with God

1. reading God’s Word, appropriating his promises, learning his nature, understanding his purposes and ways.  Ro 10:17 “faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” NIV
2. reading or hearing the testimonies of others – Rv 12:11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 

3. learning to have faith in challenging situations ourselves. 

David expected God’s help in the current challenge. v. 37,45,46,47
The language in all these verses shows David’s confidence and it shows that his confidence was not in himself but in God. 
Faith expects God to be a work in the situation.   Faith usually does not know the exact shape of God’s action but it is certain that God is at work.   Scripture is its guide to know the general shape of God’s design. 

David acted accordingly.

Now if you have faith, you have to act on it.  That is what David did.
He volunteered to face Goliath
He refused Saul’s armor

His trust was not in armor..  It was in God.   He did have a plan of attack.  It was his shepherd’s sling and wearing the armor would hinder that plan.  
He ran to meet Goliath
There is no hesitation.   This takes advantage of Goliath’s rash anger too.   It also showed great courage, remember, Goliath has a javelin.   I can imagine, it’s one thing to sling a stone when there is no opposition;  it’s another thing to sling it when you are running toward someone who is about to sling a javelin at you. 
He spoke his faith repeatedly

to the soldiers  v. 32
to Saul  v. 37
to Goliath  vv.  45-47
In each case he spoke words of faith.    There is a tremendous positive truth to be embraced here.     The powerful positive truth to be embraced here is that there is tremendous power in true words of faith.  And exercising our faith means speaking words that express our faith.   When we pray and ask God to do something and then our words express doubt, pessimism, and show that we show that we expect nothing to happen, there is something wrong.   Such words betray our wrong perspective like the words of the soldiers.  Their words showed fear while David’s reflected faith.   We need to ask God to show us whether our words are consistent with our professions of faith.   Three times in this chapter, David confesses his faith in God’s ability to defeat Goliath.    His demeanor, his attitude and his words all agreed, this was a man of faith. 
Faith is not verbal self-deception – saying the right words when we don’t believe them.  That is not faith.  The way to grow in our faith is not by some verbal hypocrisy.     No,  it is by repeating the promises of God, meditating on his character, and praying to God for increased faith and exercising and speaking the measure of faith we do have.    

With God’s help he won the victory. 

1 Jn 5:4 “This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.”  

Conclusion

God can help us to win the victory too 

· Look at the problem with a spiritual perspective

· Keep our eye on God’s ability to help 

· Confess our faith in God

· Act on our faith
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