The Call to Ministry

1.  Read at least five of these passages concerning the call of Biblical figures.  What are the few essential elements of a call?    What elements are not essential, that is they are not always present and vary from person to person? 
	Person
	Text
	Notable events, subjects

	Samuel
	1 Samuel 3
	

	Jeremiah
	Jer. 1:1-9
	

	Amos
	Amos 7:14,15
	

	Isaiah
	Isaiah 6
	

	Moses 
	Exodus 3:1-4:17
	

	Ezekiel 
	Ezekiel 1:1 – 3:11
	

	Jonah
	Jonah 1:1-3; 3:1-3
	

	Peter
	John  21: 15-19
	

	Paul
	Acts 26:9-20
	



 


2. Please write a short testimony about your own call to ministry. 




The Essential elements


Unessential elements






Both Natural and Supernatural Elements


References:  ideas for this chart are from The Heart of the Yale Lectures  by Batsell Barrett Baxter Baker Book House 1947 pp 6,7
On Billy Graham’s call -  Billy Graham by John Pollock p. 17
On Martin Luther’s call Here I Stand by Roland H. Bainton p. 25
On the necessity of following your call – Samuel Logan Brengle in When the Holy Ghost is Come p. 120

Feelings


euphoria


vol. vs. draft


 Details


timing


next step


 The spectacular


visions


voices


location


Background


 family


occupational







Natural 


Thinking ability


Moral sense


SuperNatural


divine imperative


spiritual fruit


personality


attractiveness


Speaking ability


 evidence of God's touch


Convergence of circumstances


Agreement of others


people you minister too tell you they are helped


recognized by the church
























A sense of divine directive


God is calling me 


A  sense of what  is to be done


It may not be specific but there is a direction at least that I need to move in. 


It fits the individual, probably uniquely


God  shapes your call both by your history and by what he wants you to do.
Abilitiies for God to use
Usually God calls us for tasks that fit our abilities
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