Taking New Ground
Second in a two part New Year’s series called New Beginnings

Scripture:  Joshua 14:6-15;  Isa 43:19; 54:2; 2 Cor 10:12-18
Key Thought:  The New Year is an excellent time to renew our determination to take the new ground that God has planned for us. 
Key Question: How can we put faith in to action in the New Year? 
Intro idea

I read that scientists had discovered a cure for apathy but nobody was the least bit interested.  Spiritual apathy is among the greatest sins.  Jesus denunciation of spectator types in Mt. 11:16-19
Wisdom proved right by actions

Mat. 7 – wise build on rock by putting his words into practice

James – show our faith by our deeds. 

So I’d like to ask a key question this morning

How can we put faith in to action in the New Year? 

How did Caleb respond to the promises of God?

Review story of Caleb from Numbers 13:30; 14:6, 24, 30; 

Numbers 26:65 reports Joshua and Caleb the only two of that generation still alive when Moses and Eleazar while Israel was opposite Jericho.   Soon after that Moses himself would die.   Before he did, he gave a long message to Israel recorded in Deuteronomy.   In Deut 1:36 he gives specifically the promise to Caleb. 
Joshua’s campaign’s to conquer Canaan had ended.  But there was still land to conquer.   

Joshua 14:6-15 – Caleb takes new ground that God had promised to him.   Caleb stood on the promises of God.    He claimed them and acted on them.    Joshua 15:14 
Caleb claimed the promises and acted on them

How was Israel to respond to the blessing of God?

Much of the book of Isaiah has talked about the exile, the punishment, destruction that was coming upon Israel because to their sinfulness and rebellion against God’s ways.  

Chapter 53 tells of God’s intervention through his Servant – the sacrifice of the servant to change the situation for God’s people—not in a political way, but in a more fundamental and radical way – a spiritual one.  

Because as chapter 53 describes, the Servant of God has offered himself as a sufficient and accept sin offering for us all, now the people of God have new hope, both Israel and us today.   

Now in chapter 54 the prophet talks about the resulting blessing upon the people of God that would happen when God’s favor returned to them.    He uses the picture of a woman who had no children to represent God’s people.   In that day, the wife was responsible to erect and maintain the family tent.   So the picture is  of a woman, formerly barren and forsaken, perhaps bereft of children by war, who now because of her expectation of a much bigger family expands her tent.   She gets bigger stakes and drives them deeper.  She gets longer cords and more tent material.   She looks forward to a full house because God is going to bless his people. 
Isa 54:2 "Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.  NIV   
Isa 43:18-19 "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.  NIV


Israel was to anticipate God doing good things for them and be prepared  
How did Paul desire to move forward?

2 Cor. 10:12-18 Paul expresses his desire to take new ground for Jesus.  He wants to strengthen the faith of the Corinthians but then he wants to move on and accept new challenges for God.  He was not content to sit still and enjoy past victories.   His way of looking into the future and putting his faith into action was to accept new assignments.  
(Attitude of Mission Impossible star – wanted excitement of new adventure – new mission)


Paul expected God’s work to grow and was determined to accept a new challenge of helping new people closer to Jesus
How can you take new ground in 2011?
3 suggestions from our Bible examples
Claim God’s promises and act on them.

Examples: Perseverance at a task you feel called to, healing for the body, victory over temptation, power to love someone, power to forgive, acceptance of forgiveness and grace, answer to prayer,  divine supply for a real need.   Remember some promises include conditions we need to meet, but that is part of claiming the promise.    Perhaps you must start by reading and studying Bible promises so the Holy Spirit can apply some to your heart to claim.   
Expect God to bless and be prepared.

Examples:  Expect God to bless your teaching ministry or your singing ministry and prepare accordingly.   Expect God to lead you to someone that you can speak to about your faith so have testimony, a story from your faith journey prepared in your mind to share and look for those opportunities.   Expect God to help you with an organizational task you accepted so recruit expecting to find the helpers you need. 
Accept a new assignment for God.

Examples:  Is there a friend, neighbor, co-worker or family member that God would like you to care more about and show kindness to for his sake?     Is there a ministry challenge that God would like you to take up?    Maybe it is not to take on a new ministry but to step up in leadership in a ministry you are already in?    Does God want you to use your house for hospitality to new friends and old from the family of God more than you have in the past year?    Is there something God wants you to learn or a conference or workshop to attend that will prepare you for a future work?  
I believe that God does not want his people to sit still in their proverbial or literal easy chairs in 2011.   God is at work!  He is moving forward.  The kingdom is advancing!    There is new ground for Community Wesleyan to take for Jesus.   There are exciting new possibilities for you in 2011 because the resurrection power of Jesus is alive in you!    He has plans for you!  He has good deeds prepared in advance for you!   Let’s put our faith into action together in 2011!
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