Staying Together
Third in the Series:  The Heart of a Loving Family

 Why God Hates Divorce or What’s wrong with Divorce? (ck MAN 83) include recent info on benefits of marriage. Why it’s important to marry those of like precious faith – unifying effect of united faith.   
Scripture:  Malachi 2:10-3:6; Matt. 19:1-12
Key Thought:  In today’s world it is important to understand why our heavenly Father created marriage and why he wants marriages preserved.
Intro Thoughts:
First, I need to say at the outset this morning that what I am going  to say today is not intended to make it uncomfortable for those who are dealing in their own lives with divorces that they cannot or could not fix.   That is one reason I read the passage from Matthew where Jesus tells us that divorce exists because of the unfaithfulness of some and also because of hardness of hearts of others.   Those two causes are still with us and cause much suffering in marriages and they still result in divorce that cannot be stopped.   In Jesus’ words he both acknowledges this and comforts us at the same time.  He assures us our heavenly  Father knows the imperfect world we live in that the imperfect people that we deal with and are ourselves.  And the Father understands that sometimes those imperfections will result in divorce.     

Yet at the same time, while Jesus acknowledges these facts, he also strongly upholds the original design of the Father that marriage of one man and one woman for life was the God’s original plan for the race.   And upholding that design  is also my purpose this morning.    In a day when marriage as an institution is very much under fire in our culture and is actually declining in an alarming way statistically, we in the family of God must, as Jesus did, speak up in its defense with all the resources we have. 
Second, I need to say very explicitly that what I have to say about the genius and benefit of the Creator’s original design is not in any way intended to reflect negatively on the status of single people.   All of us begin life single and spend part of our lives in that state.   Half of us who are married will spend the last years of our lives in that state.   Again I read Matthew 19 specifically because Jesus alludes specifically with approval to one group in his day who were single intentionally.   Jesus remained intentionally single himself his whole life.  So did the apostle Paul.  God does not put down being single.   It is his calling and plan for some people.   However, we live in a day when the combination of delayed marriage, cohabitation, and divorce have swelled the ranks of single population to a point where again, it is necessary to speak up in defense of marriage, the creators normal path for men and women.  

The state of marriage today
There are many threats to marriage but I will focus this morning on just two.  
Threat #1 --- Rise of Co-habitation
“In the past 25 years the percentage of

high school seniors who “agreed” or “mostly agreed” with the statement “It is usually

a good idea for a couple to live together before getting married in order to find

out whether they really get along” has climbed from 45 percent to 64 percent for

boys and 32 percent to 57 percent for girls.3 In a statistically representative national

survey of young adults between the ages of 20 and 29, commissioned by the

National Marriage Project in 2001, 43 percent agreed that “you would only marry

someone if he or she agreed to live together with you first, so that you could find

out whether you really get along.”4”
“The practice of cohabitation has grown enormously. As of 2002, over 50 percent

of women ages 19 to 44 had cohabited for a portion of their lives, compared

to 33 percent in 1987 and virtually none a hundred years ago.5 And it should come

as no surprise that at the same time cohabitation rates have skyrocketed, marriage

rates have plummeted. The yearly number of marriages per 1000 unmarried

women age 15 and older has dropped by nearly half since 1970, from 76 to 41 in

2005.6 A major reason for the decline of marriage rates is precisely the rise of

cohabitation. Without the possibility of cohabitation, a much higher percentage of

the population would be married; there has been little decrease in recent times in

the propensity of young people to desire to “become couples.””
(From “Cohabitation, Marriage and Child Wellbeing” a paper by by Dr. David Popenoe published as part of the National Marriage Project.) (professor and expert in this subject)
“In 2001, when the U.S. Census Bureau released its report from the previous decade…the data revealed again that the traditional family is dying.  Households headed by single fathers had increased in that ten years by 72 percent; households headed by single mothers had increased by 25 percent; and households headed by traditional  married couples had dropped below 25 percent for the first time in history.  Thirty-three percent of all babies were born to unmarried women, compared to only 3.8 percent in 1940.”   James Dobson in Marriage Under Fire pp 33,34. (Dobson, 2004)
Threat #2  The rise of the acceptance of homosexual practice. 

We live in a world that has completely lost its bearings and its common sense with regard to homosexuality.   The ultimate outgrowth of this confusion is the Hollywood and political pressure  to approve homosexual marriage.  

In our culture today, gay marriage is proposed as a  civil right.  The underlying assumption is that sexual orientation is something we’re born with and can’t change, like race.   I believe the second part of that assumption is bad science and bad theology as well.    It does not square with the facts I have found.   For example, homosexuals can convert to being straight.  Some time ago, I talked with a man who had been a homosexual and at the time of our conversation was a happily married man with children.   Dr. Norman Doidge in his secular book The Brain That Changes Itself  asserts that “Even sexual preferences can occasionally change…some people have heterosexual attractions for part of their lives—with no history of bisexuality—and then ‘add on’ a homosexual attraction and vice versa” (p. 95) (Norman Doidge, 2007).  So if some people begin with a confused sexual identity or even a homosexual orientation, it is not something they cannot change.  So it is completely inaccurate to compare this issue with the vital continuing struggle for the civil rights of black people.  Because our sexuality is definitely mostly molded by our choices, wherever we start, the issue of gay marriage is fundamentally different from the issue of civil rights based on race.
“When the state sanctions homosexual relationships and gives them its blessing, the younger generation becomes confused about sexual identity and quickly loses its understanding of lifelong commitments, emotional bonding, sexual purity, the role of children in a family, and, from a spiritual perspective, the “sanctity” of marriage.  Marriage is reduced to something of a partnership that provides attractive benefits and sexual convenience but cannot offer the intimacy described in Genesis.  Cohabitation and the short term relationships are the inevitable result.”     James Dobson in Marriage Under Fire p 47 (Dobson, 2004)
Because of this threat to marriage too, we need to see the wisdom of God’s original creation of heterosexual marriage. 

The case for marriage (or why God hates divorce)
The creator’s institution and its immediate benefits

Refer to “The Case for Marriage” 
The power of covenant – Malachi mentions covenant
From a Scriptural standpoint – covenant is a rare category –

God made one each with Noah and with Abraham.  One with Israel as a nation.  And one with all of us through Jesus.  Those are the main covenants mentioned.   

(There are a few others.  Jacob with Laban Ge. 31:44;  God with Eleazar the priest after his zealous deed  Nu. 25:12,13;  Jehoida’s covenants between the Lord, the king and the people 2 Ki. 11:17; God’s with David 2 Chr. 13:5; Hezekiah’s with God 2 Chr 29:10; Ezra 10:3 where they agreed to send some away;    I did not finish a comprehensive search)
So when the relationship of husband and wife is called a covenant it is already pretty important.
Paul accentuates it even more when he writes, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."  32 This is a profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the church” (Eph 5:31-32 NIV).   
 “Cohabiting partners tend to have a

weaker sense of couple identity, less willingness to sacrifice for the other, and a

lower desire to see the relationship go long term. This holds true even in nations

where cohabitation has become common and institutionalized. One study using

data from Norway and Sweden, for example, found that compared to married couples,

cohabitors overall “are less serious, less satisfied, and more often consider to

split up from their current relationships.”32b “
(From “Cohabitation, Marriage and Child Wellbeing” a paper by by Dr. David Popenoe published as part of the National Marriage Project.) 

* A large body of research confirms the folk wisdom: Married men really do settle down, while men who aren't married voluntarily behave in ways that endanger their own life and health. Take alcohol abuse, for example. Single men drink almost twice as much as married men of the same age.
* Women also reduce their drinking, smoking and drug use upon marriage. (6)
* There is even intriguing evidence that social support of the kind marriage provides can actually boost the immune system, making the married less likely to catch even the common cold. (7)
* As a marriage improves over time, so does the reported health of the husband and the wife. (8)
* Unlike getting married, merely moving in together did not seem to motivate young men and women to reduce unhealthy behavior. During their twenties, young men and women who lived together showed very high and increasing rates of health-destroying and dangerous behaviors.  (“The Case for Marriage” National Marriage Week 2010 Website)
Popular wisdom thinks that if you live together first you have a better chance of finding out if you are really compatible and this higher likelihood of success in marriage.  But does that prove to be true?  

The answer is a resounding ‘no.’    “A study at the University of Wisconsin reported that 38% of couples who lived together before they married were divorced within ten years, compared with 27%  who married without cohabiting first.”     Another article stated, “If a couple lived together before marriage, they were twice as likely to have trouble later on.  A little over one-third of the couples in the study had lived together before marrying.  Of those marriages, more than one-quarter –27%--were found to be ‘distressed’ after thirty months.  Of the 64% who did not live together beforehand, only 13% reported later distress.”  ( Family Is Still a Great Idea p. 17 (Wright, 1992)).

“Seeking godly offspring” – quote from Malachi 
“the breakup rate for cohabiting couples who have children is more than

twice what it is for married couples with children.”

(From “Cohabitation, Marriage and Child Wellbeing” a paper by by Dr. David Popenoe published as part of the National Marriage Project.) 

There is abundant empirical research in the United States that demonstrates the strongly negative effects of cohabitation and lone-parent families on child wellbeing.45 ”

(From “Cohabitation, Marriage and Child Wellbeing” a paper by by Dr. David Popenoe published as part of the National Marriage Project.) 

Since 1974, about 1 million children per year have seen their parents divorce — and children who are exposed to divorce are two to three times more likely than their peers in intact marriages to suffer from serious social or psychological pathologies. In their book Growing Up with a Single Par​ent: What Hurts, What Helps, sociologists Sara McLanahan and Gary Sand​efur found that 31% of adolescents with divorced parents dropped out of high school, compared to 13% of children from intact families. They also concluded that 33% of adolescent girls whose parents divorced became teen mothers, compared to 11% of girls from continuously married fami​lies. And McLanahan and her colleagues have found that 11% of boys who come from divorced families end up spending time in prison before the age of 32, compared to 5% of boys who come from intact homes.

From “The Evolution of Divorce” by W. Bradford Wilcox  2009

“the divorce revolution has contributed to an intergenerational cycle of divorce. Work by demographer Nicholas Wolfinger indicates that the adult children of divorce are now 89% more likely to divorce them​selves, compared to adults who were raised in intact, married families. Children of divorce who marry other children of divorce are especially likely to end up divorced, according to Wolfinger’s work. Of course, the rea​son children of divorce — especially children of low-conflict divorce — are more likely to end their marriages is precisely that they have often learned all the wrong lessons about trust, commitment, mutual sacrifice, and fidel​ity from their parents.”

From “The Evolution of Divorce” by W. Bradford Wilcox  2009

“More that ten thousand studies have concluded that kids do best when they are raised by loving and committed mothers and fathers.  They are less likely to drop out of school, less likely to commit suicide, less likely to be in poverty, less likely to become juvenile delinquents, and, for girls, less likely to become teen mothers.  They are healthier both emotionally and physically, even thirty years later, then those not so blessed with traditional parents.”  James Dobson in Marriage Under Fire p 54. (Dobson, 2004)
Conclusion

So what do we conclude.  We find that some of our questions are being answered by modern research.

Why might it be that God says he hates divorce – Because it is destructive of the best emotional physical and spiritual health of the members of the family. 
Is the church being arbitrary and legalistic when it opposes cohabitation? – no, it is sticking up for the best path – the creator’s design, marriage. 

Is the church being prejudiced and homophobic when it opposed gay marriage, no.   Again it is recommending instead the proven path to the greatest happiness – heterosexual marriage as God designed it.  

Marriage is a plan from God.  The Bible says a good wife is from the Lord (Pr. 19:14; 18:22).  I think that goes for a good husband too.  

“Marriage is a gift from God and each individual is a gift to the other.”  Family Is Still a Great Idea p. 90 (Wright, 1992)
Why might God have created marriage in the first place?  -- Because it was good for us.

Why is it important to preserve marriage whenever it is possible – because it is the most wholesome path.
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