Remembering  

First in a new series for September in remembrance of the 10th anniversary of 9/11 called Preserving America  
 Scripture: Psalm 37
Intro Idea

THE YEAR IS 1911
 

The year is 1911 --- One hundred years ago. 
What a difference a century makes! 
Here are some statistics for the Year 1911:
************ ********* ************
The average life expectancy for men was 47 years.
Fuel for 1911 Ford Model T car was sold in drug stores only. 
Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.
Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.
There were only 8,000 cars and only 144 miles of paved roads.
The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.
 

The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower.
The average US wage in 1910 was 22 cents per hour.
The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year.
A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, 
A dentist $2,500 per year,
a veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000 per year,
and a mechanical engineer about $5,000 per year.
More than 95 percent of all births took place at home.
Ninety percent of all Doctors had NO COLLEGE EDUCATION!
Instead, they attended so-called medical schools, many of which
were condemned in the press AND the government as "substandard."
Sugar cost four cents a pound.
Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.
Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.
Most women only washed their hair once a month,
and used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo.
Canada passed a law that prohibited poor people from
entering into their country for any reason.
Sometimes it is fun to remember, sometimes it is not. But either way remembering is essential to us. For it is by remembering that we gain perspective on our present and are able to plan for a better future.   More than once in Scripture we are reminded to remember crucial things. Remembering was important to the apostles because it was only by remembering the words of Christ and the events of his life that Christians could pass on to the next generation that which was crucial for them to understand God's revelation.  In the Old Testament the children of Israel were repeatedly urged to remember their own history so that they would not repeat the mistakes of the past.   It was only in remembering that they could understand how God had taught them through leaders like Moses and prophets like Samuel, Elijah and Isaiah.  
today is a day for us to remember 9/11.   Mike Lamb wrote a poem on that day that I share with you today.
One of the things I remember about that time was tremendous spiritual response that people made.  Almost immediately we opened our church for prayer.  We didn’t have our news lighted sign then.  Do you remember the cardboard sign that we put on the lawn telling people that the church was open for prayer? We had multiple well-attended prayer services calling on God on behalf of the families of victims, public officials, and firefighters, police and ambulance personnel.  We also prayed for divine protection for our nation.  We knew that these attacks were a threat to our very way of life.   
One of the deep concerns that surfaced in our minds at that time and a grave concern that we still have today is how to preserve our country-- both from outside threats and from inside ones.   How do we preserve freedom?   How can we pass down to our children a nation that is still described as the “land of the free?”    How do we need to react, to change, structure the future, in order to pass on to our children a stronger country than we have today—and not simply militarily, more importantly, spiritually, culturally, in our families and in our economy.
As I thought about what Scripture to direct our hearts to for today, my mind was drawn to Psalm 37.  There are multiple key messages in this Psalm that are so appropriate for the remembrance of 9/11.
1. There is the very first line: “do not fret because of evil men.”  We have been worried for 10 years and we continue to be worried and anxious over the efforts of our enemies to destroy us.   All proper vigilance is certainly essential in the fight against terror.  But anxiety and fear anxiety and fear only cripple us whether in our personal lives or in our nation.  They are the opposite of faith in God.  We need to be reminded repeatedly that.   Paul tells us that God is not given us a spirit of fear ( 2 Ti. 1:7). 
2. A second word in this text that we need to remember on 9/11 is in verse eight;  “refrain from anger and turn from wrath.”   Anger was a natural and even proper response to what happened on 9/11.  But it is important not to allow our legitimate anger to ferment into hardened bitterness.   It is crucial that we not allow our anger against terrorist acts to generalize into hatred against all Muslims.  This is hard for us.  But it is the only way to follow the Savior who taught us to pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”   And who taught also, in Matthew 5, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you that you may be sons of your father in heaven” (v. 44).
But the key thing in the passage that I want us to know today relates most to the topic of how we preserve our country for those who come after us.   For in this Psalm three times the writer tells us who it is that God says will inherit the land.   The writer is answering the question as to who God is going to bless with the responsibility of being in charge in the future.   We know that this is a very important topic in the Psalm because it is addressed multiple times, at least five times in the Psalm.   So God is telling us in this Psalm what attitudes to have and how to live in order to have a strong and prosperous future as individuals and as a country.  

Key Question:  Who does God say inherits the land?

1. Those who hope in God v. 9
To hope in God or to hope in the Lord are expressions using the Bible for having faith in God.   The question that the psalmist is raising is, “Where is our hope?”   

A similar question is reflected in Psalm 20 where we read, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.”  Ps 20:7 NIV 
Today in our post-9/11 world,  the question for us is where is our ultimate trust?    We have a fine military.  Is that where our ultimate trust is? I hope not. If there's one thing that we learned from tragic schemes like 9/11, it is that a fine military cannot prevent everything.   
Is our trust in our tremendous wealth is a country?   I hope not.  One of the things we've seen happen over the last 10 years and especially in the last two or three years is the erosion of the financial abilities of our country.   
In the news now will be the tremendous financial costs of tropical storm Lee as it leaves a flooded path through the Northeast.   It will join so many other billions of dollar disasters that will further tax our fragile financial system.   No our trust cannot be in our financial wealth.  

Is our trust in our own health, mental abilities, and skill set?  I hope not.  Certainly Markie’s sudden passing reminds us all of the Scriptures teaching that our life is but a vapor that appears for a while.  While we do our best to care for our health, ultimately the the length of our days is not in our own hands.   
So we trust in God!   
Ps 40:4  “Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust!” 

Isa 40:31  “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” 

Ps 130:7  “O Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.” 

Ps 37:9   “Evil men will be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.” 
2. Those who are meek--humble and teachable v. 11
Each of these four references contained the same Hebrew word as is in Psalm 37:11, even though it is translated slightly differently depending on the context.    The word can mean poor, afflicted, meek, humble.   It can refer to those who are in humble circumstances materially, that is they are needy. It can refer to those who are victims of injustice and politically oppressed.  It can also refer to those who have a humble attitude,  who are gentle, not arrogant and teachable.

Moses was described by this word (Numbers 12:3).  (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.)  NIV 

God hears the cry of the person who is humble.   Ps 10:17 CJB  “Adonai, you have heard what the humble want; you encourage them and listen to them.”

Ps 147:6 ESV  “The Lord lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked to the ground.”

Ps 149:4 NIV  “For the Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation.”    

The truth of Psalm 37:11 is taught by Jesus in the third beatitude; “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth” (Mt 5:5 NIV).   So it is still very current and in effect in God's economy.  
God chooses ordinary people – many of the disciples were fishermen
one of the most admired figures of the 20th century was Mother Theresa -   Mother Theresa was an ordinary 12-year-old held being in girl when God began to work in her heart calling her to become a missionary to India.  Think of Billy Graham, probably the greatest preacher of the 20th century.  Did you know that when Billy Graham preached his first sermon he had for sermon outlines with him and he preached through all for sermon outlines and the sermon lasted all of 8 min.  He was an ordinary person but mightily called and watched them used by Almighty God.   DL Moody, the greatest preacher of the 19th century, was a shoe salesman.  His English was so bad that when he first began to give his testimony and church, the story is told that it pained people to hear him speak so much that they asked him not to give his testimony because his English was so painful to listen to.   Yet when God moved in DL Moody's life, over 1 million people in 19th century gave their hearts to Christ directly through the preaching of DL Moody.   He was definitely a very ordinary person, but one who was torched and blessed by God.    

Bible says, God opposes the proud gives grace to the humble (James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5).
Those who acknowledge that need God. – “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus said (Matt. 5:3). 

1. Those who are righteous v. 29
I have taught before that when we see the word righteous in the Bible you can have one of two meanings or both.  It can refer primarily to right standing with God; or it can refer primarily to right living which is the natural result of right standing with God.   This Psalm is a perfect illustration of this. Verse 29 tells us that the righteous will inherit the land.  But already in the Psalm writer has discussed two different ways in which a person might be among the righteous.
a. They stand in God's blessing v. 22 
The first is in verse 22.   A person might be classed among the righteous because he is among those who the Lord blesses. This focus is on the Lord's choice to bless.  God had chosen to bless Israel.   Bringing this into the New Testament, God has sent his Son into the world and blessed all of us through his Son.  If we are in right relationship to his Son Jesus Christ we stand in that blessing.   “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ” (Eph 1:3 NIV). 
b. They live so as to inherit a blessing v. 27
Verse 27 says “Turn from evil and do good then you will dwell in the land forever.”   In the Old Testament it is very clear that obedience to God's command was a condition for God's blessing.   Today, we emphasize God's love. We remind ourselves over and over that God intends to bless his people. But sometimes we forget that we as Gods people still need to meet the conditions for God's blessing.   Sometimes we think this is just an Old Testament thing but think about Jesus teaching in the Beatitudes.   What does it take to be among the blessed according to the Beatitudes?   Several of them have to do with our actions; hungering and thirsting for righteousness, being merciful, acting as peacemakers in our world.  All of these are conditions for blessing that had to do with our behaviors. So it is not just in the Old Testament era that our actions were conditions for receiving God's blessings.  It is so now on the day of grace as well.  
Conclusion:

In conclusion we are going to sing the chorus of God Bless America.  As we sing, I want us to ask ourselves prayerfully; am I meeting the conditions of Psalm 37 for passing on to my children a country is stronger spiritually that it is today?   Is my example mending the social fabric of our country or fraying it?  Am I living in a way that allows America to inherit God's blessing in the future?  Remember God's blessing is not automatic.  It requires us to seek Him and live so as to inherit a blessing.   Our country will be strong because the moral and spiritual fabric of our lives is such as can be blessed by Almighty God.   
nine eleven


 


the oceans vast expanse 


did little to keep the evil 


from invading our shores 


bringing harm to our people


 


 it happened in the morning 


on a warm September day 


the freedom of the world 


felt the grip of Satan


 


the world suddenly became 


a little lighter today 


as the souls of over 3000 


innocents went to heaven


 


 there were many that stood 


and took control of the tools 


that were used in hatred 


against our country


 


 there were more who gave 


everything that they had 


to help their neighbors 


in a time of national tragedy


 


our flag was raised again 


the stars and stripes flew 


atop this pile of rubble 


to let the world know


 


America will always survive 


America will always be strong 


we will always fight the evil 


of the world with God’s help


 


Michael W. Lamb,  September 11, 2001
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