Recommitting   

Second in a series for September in remembrance of the 10th anniversary of 9/11 called Preserving America  
Texts:  1 Tim. 2:1-8; Titus 3:1-8; Neh. 2:7-20; 4:1-5

Key Question:   How do we live in a Post-Christian society?
Intro

While the smoke was still rising against a clear sky over Manhattan, Pennsylvania, and Washington, people were flooding to churches across the country and prayer groups spontaneously organized in neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces.

Days later, President Bush spoke at a national memorial service at our National Cathedral, and clergy of various faiths offered prayers in conjunction with the president's remarks. And a televised interfaith service was held in New York City, attended by thousands.

Yet on the tenth anniversary of 9/11, Bloomberg has decreed that clergy will be excluded from the 9/11 memorial ceremony. Bloomberg-who has a record of hostility toward social-conservative issues - especially Christian issues - says the memorial schedule is too busy to allow prayer…..

 

Bloomberg's sad exclusion of all prayer and clergy from the 9/11 ceremony is also illustrative of something much broader: political correctness increasingly means intolerance and exclusion of Christians from public life in our society. We see this in bans on prayer at veterans' funerals in Houston, as well as in criticism of Governor Rick Perry's day of prayer event.

 

 

Pasted from <http://www.frc.org/op-eds/excluding-prayer-from-911-memorial-compounds-the-tragedy-of-that-day> 

By Ken Klukowski

I personally believe that exclusion of Christian clergy from public events such as the 10th anniversary of 9/11 is a violation of the rights of the vast majority of Americans who are Christians to freely practice their religion.  To artificially restrict what would naturally happen; that is to have the religious leaders of the majority express prayers on behalf of the majority, is to truncate the rights of the majority to express their faith.   The truth is that we cannot get away from choosing a faith.  What we are doing in America is enshrining a faith called atheism in our public events.    The public exercise of a particular faith does not of itself persecute a minority.  The public exercise of a faith in a natural way does not of itself establish a religion, it simply expresses it.   This is what the First Amendment protects.  
How do we personally respond in a post-Christian society?   What can we do?
1. Committed to prayer 1 Tim. 2:1, 8
“The church's praying ought to include: (1) supplications, which means telling God our needs; (2) prayers, meaning worship and adoration; (3) intercessions, which involves requests on the behalf of others; and (4) thanksgiving, or appreciation for what God has done.”

(from Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)

1 Timothy 2:1-8

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks: supplications for the averting of evil, prayers for the obtaining of good, intercessions for others, and thanksgivings for mercies already received.

(from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible, PC Study Bible Formatted Electronic Database Copyright © 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All Rights reserved.)
	Four words for prayer in 1 Tim. 2:1 

	Requests/
supplications

Deee’eis
	James 5:16 prayer for another when a sin has been confessed and when healing is needed.  
1 Peter 3:12 God's ears attentive to these prayers
Phil 4:6 – petition
Eph 6:18

1 Tim. 5:5 widow asks for help
	 Telling God our needs (Weirsbe)
For averting evil (MHC)

implying sense of need, and the suppliant's own insufficiency. (JFB)

supplication "for protection," and is applicable to one who under a sense of guilt flees to an altar with the symbols of supplication in his hand. Suppliants in such cases often carried an olive-branch as an emblem of the peace which they sought.  (Barnes)

	Prayers
1 Ti 2:1 proseuchás


	Mk. 9:29 "This kind come out only by prayer."
Lk. 22:45 - of Jesus' prayer in the garden

Acts 3:1 - the time of prayer at the temple

Acts 6:4 Apostles to give attention to prayer and the ministry of the Word

Acts 10:31 Cornelius' prayer

Rom. 12:12 we are to be faithful in this kind of prayer.

Phil 4:6 prayer 
	 Most common word for prayer.  

Prayer with emphasis upon sincere worshipping prayer focused on God.
With worship and adoration (Weirsbe)
implying devotion. (JFB)

For obtaining good (MHC)

Spirit of this is in Col 4:2 -  be earnest and persevere (translated continue)   and watch which means to be vigilant and stay awake.  Also Eph. 6:18

	Intercession
 1 Ti 2:1

Ente’uxeis
	Root ideas of the word - an interview, a conference, a conversation (Thayer's Lexicon)

1 Tim. 4:5 used of prayer that consecrates food – (see note on fellowship)
Concept illustrated Numbers 14 where Moses intercedes for Israel after they followed the discouraging report of the ten instead of report of Joshua and Caleb. 
This is what the Bible says the Holy Spirit is doing for us in Romans 8:26 and what Jesus does for us in Hebrews 7:25.  When we pray this kind of prayer we join in the work of intercession for God's people.
	The basic meaning is "to draw near to a person and converse confidently with him." It suggests that we enjoy fellowship with God so that we have confidence in Him as we pray. (from The Bible Exposition Commentary)
Requests on behalf of others (Weirsbe)

“The coming near to God with child-like confidence, seeking an audience in person, generally in behalf of another.” (JFB)

   “There is one great Intercessor between God and man, who pleads for our salvation on the ground of what he himself has done, but we are permitted to intercede for others, not on the ground of any merit which they or we possess, but on the ground of the merit of the great Advocate and Intercessor. It is an inestimable privilege to be permitted to plead for the salvation of our fellow-men.”  (from Barnes' Notes)

	Thanksgiving
Eucharisti’as
	(1 Co. 14:16 used of the Corinthian church praising God in tongues - synonym for praises)
1 Co. 4:15 thanksgiving for what God's grace is doing

Phil 4:6 - "with thanksgiving" 

Col. 4:2  watching in prayer with thanksgiving 
1 Tim. 4:3 used of our prayers when we bless food for eating
Da. 6:10,11 Daniel prayed with thanksgiving
Rev. 4:9 being given to God in heaven too.  
	 always to accompany prayer (Php 4:6) (JFB)
Praises to God, as the parent of all good, for all the blessings which we and others have received.

(from Adam Clarke's Commentary)


1 Timothy 2:1

“It is probable that the apostle gives directions here for public worship; and that the words may be thus paraphrased: "Now, I exhort first of all that, in the public assemblies, deprecations of evils, and supplications for such good things as are necessary, and intercessions for their conversion, and thanksgiving for mercies, be offered in behalf of all men-for pagans as well as for Christians, and for enemies as well as for friends."

(from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
What happens when we pray for others.  

God changes things

Our hearts are changed too!

1 Timothy 2:1-2

“ The habit of praying for men tends, also, to increase our patience and our tender helpfulness towards them, and prepares us for just thoughts concerning them. There is many a man who would not smite his neighbour with his fist, but who smites him unmercifully with his thoughts. There is many a man who would not pierce a fellow man with an instrument in his hand for all the world, but who does not hesitate to pierce him and wound him to the very quick with his thoughts. In the court-room of our own secret souls, we condemn men unheard. We argue their case, and they have no chance to make plea in return. And if we are Christian men, we shall see to it that that inside, silent hall of judgment, the soul, is regulated according to the most scrupulous honour, and conscience, and manhood, and sympathy.

Nor do I know of any other way in which this can be so well done as by the habit of praying for others. “
(from The Biblical Illustrator Copyright © 2002, 2003, 2006 Ages Software, Inc. and Biblesoft, Inc.)

Application
As we think of the 10th anniversary of 9/11, the question for us this morning is how do we apply this?  

1. First application is very clear.  We need to continue and renew prayer for our country that we had at 9/11.  We have continued this see our country slide toward more secular values. Our own state that suffered the greatest loss at 9/11, has seen multiple governors and elected officials disgraced by moral scandal since then.   Our country is neglecting the poor such that the rate of poverty is increasing alarmingly.  One of the chief causes of poverty is brokenness in families for which serious following Jesus Christ is one of the only remedies.   In addition our country is been at war and continues at war .  There's seldom been a day when our country needs prayer more than today.

2. Dedicated to peace-making yet holding firmly to the truth 1 Tim. 2:2,4,7; Titus 3:2,8
Goal of our praying – peaceful lives --  1 Tim. 2:2   This apparently is helpful to the overall goal of verse 4 that all would be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.  

Similar admonition in Titus Tit 3:1-2  “Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.” NIV

· Peaceable, peacemaker
· not contentious, not one who incites controversy between neighbors. 
· Considerate, gentle, patient
· having a forbearing spirit 
· opposite of violent and quarrelsome.  
· Opposite of one thing God hates - “a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.” Prov. 6:19 
· Peacemakers called “sons of God” – Matt. 5:9
· References  Eph. 4:31,32;  1 Peter 3:10,11 
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This peacefulness needs to characterize our relationships when praying too – 1 Tim. 2:8 – “without anger or disputing”  

Notice of delicate balance between seeking to be a peacemaker and being a consistent teacher of the truth as Paul was.   Teaching truth can create tension.  While easing tension is the essence of peacemaking.    Both however require creating understanding.   Both also require loving attitude towards the hearers.  
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Application
1. First application is that the kind of prayer that the Bible is calling for is essential for the fulfilling of the great commission.  All of us know others who we want to see come to know Jesus.  It will probably not happen unless we pray for them.  Prayer creates the conditions and prepares the way.  

2. The second application is that our attitude towards others around us were not Christians needs to have that delicate balance between peacemaking and declaring the truth.   Christians in our world today are erring on both sides of this balance.  Some in an effort to be conciliatory, are taking a stance that one religion is as good as another.  This is not the biblical teaching, and denies that there is objective truth truth or revealed truth about God.   Other Christians, in their efforts to be adamant about the singularity of the biblical doctrines, come across as arrogant, vindictive, and unwilling to listen.   In our increasingly pluralistic society, speaking the truth in love is the Bible's way.  If we do that, we will have a balance between peacemaking and holding to the truth in Christ.
3. Devoted to doing good Titus 3:8     
The third emphasis in both these chapters is that in times like ours, when fewer and fewer people understand the gospel of Jesus Christ, it is essential that those who do follow him be noted among their fellow human beings for doing good.  Repeatedly in Timothy and Titus Paul urges his readers to be sure that they have a reputation among other people for doing good.

Be Ready to Do Whatever Is Good

This is a repeated message in Titus, for example. 
1:8 leaders love what is good
1:16 those criticized are “unfit for doing anything good”
2:3 older women to “teach what is good’
2:6 “set an example by doing what is good”
2:14 God’s purpose was to create a people who are “eager to do what is good.”
3:2 “be ready to do whatever is good”
3:8 “devote ourselves to doing what is good”
3:14 be devoted to “doing good” in order to provide for daily necessities.
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Application
From the standpoint of our relationships to others in a post-Christian world, what is the purpose of all this “doing good” stuff?    Why can’t we just isolate ourselves and let the rest of the world go to hell if they insist.    
It recommends Christ!

It speaks well of the Gospel message!

It communicates the love of God!

It opens the way for the truth of the Gospel.  [image: image4.png]It speaks well of the
Gospel

It recommends Christ

It communicates God's
love

It opens the way for
Gespel truth.

y





Conclusion

John’s journey started in the city of Calcutta, India. It was there that he received his bachelor’s degree in Commerce and an MBA in Business. He also met the love of his life in India, whom he wed in 2000.

Chasing the American dream, John and his new spouse Mary moved to the United States seeking prosperity and adventure, with only $50 in his wallet early 2001.

Within just a few weeks, both found jobs in New York, Mary working on the 71st floor of the South Tower and him, on the 81st floor of the North Tower.

During the month of the attacks, his wife was already four months pregnant with their first child. “Everything was going so well for us,” John reminisced on the site.

With success at his fingertips, however, he also began thinking about his purpose after reading The Prayer of Jabez.

“That book really got me to thinking, and I started asking questions – ‘God, what is your purpose in having me move to America? Is it all about the success and fame that I can find in this country? Or is there something more?’”

Then on September 11, 2001, John’s purpose was made evident.

“It [was the] most beautiful, clear day on the east coast ... I sent out an email to someone that goes to my church saying, ‘Something is happening to me this morning. I know there is a call of God on my life. I have just been chasing stuff in America, but I want to be used by God,’” John wrote.

Moments later, he heard an incredible explosion as the first plane hit the North Tower. While the walls shook and jet fuel from the plane ignited a fire all around him and thousands of other employees, everyone began to run for the stairs.

Then he heard another explosion, as the second plane crashed into the South Tower, where his pregnant wife worked. No calls could be made to his wife because cell phones were not functioning properly.

When he finally reached the plaza, huddling together with 15-20 other people, all he could think was, “These people that are with you, where are they going without Jesus?”

Though he called himself a “closet Christian” up until that time, John, facing death, had a surge of boldness to speak up for Jesus.

“I started crying out to Jesus, and I asked those 15-20 people to call upon the name of the Lord. The most incredible thing happened. Not one tried to argue with me or debate with me. But as I started calling upon the name of the Lord, they followed in unison and I could hear these people cry, ‘Jesus,’ with me for a few minutes.”

Twenty minutes later, everyone around him had been crushed or smashed by the rubble. He was the only survivor.

“I said, ‘God, they just called upon your name, and how come did they not make it?’ And I felt God saying, ‘Sujo, they made their peace with me in their dying moments and they are resting with me in my presence.’”

As rescue workers soon led him out of the debris, he could not help but ask God why he spared his own life. Believing that his wife was dead already, John soon received a call on his cell phone with his wife’s caller ID on it.

Though he assumed that it was someone calling to tell him the news of his wife, he answered, only to hear the reassuring voice of Mary on the other line – she was running late for work that morning.

After being reunited with the love of his life, John prayed that night, “God, I am done chasing things that have been on my heart. I have been chasing success, fame, financial security, but from now on I want to be chasing that which is in your heart.”

“I’m convinced that all that is in your heart is people. People from all over the world, many of them have never heard your name even once. So God, I want to be a proclaimer of the good news of Jesus Christ. I want to redeem my time. So God, here is a surrendered life, would you rewrite the story of my life?”

From that day forth, John following his convictions, launched Sujo John Ministries, an international evangelistic ministry dedicated to spreading the Gospel message of grace, which he so vividly experienced himself.

Speaking to thousands all around the world, John, now armed with a new purpose built on God’s dream and not his own American dream, continues to powerfully serve God and evangelize to those who have yet to see their own purpose in life.

He currently lives in Lantana, Texas, with his wife and their two children, Jeremy and Sophia.
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