Protecting and Preserving America
Third and last in a series for September in remembrance of the 10th anniversary of 9/11 called Preserving America  
Text Eph. 6:10-24
Key Question: How do we protect and preserve America? 
Intro idea:  
POTENT ANSWERS TO PERSISTENT PRAYER – STORY OF THE 1857 PRAYER MEETINGS IN New York

1. Support and encourage those who serve our country and those who serve in the gospel. Vv. 19-24
Verses that apply to our attitude toward soldiers

Ro 13:7  “Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.”  NIV

1 Pe 2:17 “Show proper respect to everyone.” NIV
Paul asked the churches to be supportive of him as he served the Lord.

2 Co 6:11-13  “We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange — I speak as to my children — open wide your hearts also.”   NIV

1 Th 5:12-13   “We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.”  ESV
1. Stand firm in the truth. v. 14
WHEN AMERICA CRIED FOR BIBLES – THE ACTION OF CONGRESS TO SUPPLY BIBLES DURING THE REVOLUTION

Truth was Jesus’ reason to be here
Jn 4:24  “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  NIV   discussion between Jesus and the woman did have to do with whether Samaritan religion or Jewish religion had the truth.  Jesus clearly upheld Jewish faith, yet pointed to the day when believers in him would transcend it.   But truth was important and that discussion.
Jn 8:31-32   To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." NIV

Jesus to Thomas Jn 14:6  "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  NIV

In his high priestly prayer for us   Jn 17:17   “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”   NIV

Our world questions truth

the world around us on the other hand, has an ally in Scripture also.  It is Pilate.  When Jesus was on trial before him, Jesus affirmed, Jn 18:37   “For this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."    
But Pilate answered with the relativism that our world answers with today, “What is truth?”  

Our world objects violently that we hold that there is such a thing as truth.  We are ridiculed for believing that the Bible is true for holding to the Scripture as absolute moral truth.     It is because the world around us is like Pilate.   It really doesn't believe one can know what the truth is.   

That was Satan's tactic in the Garden of Eden in the very beginning. He asked heR to question what God had really said. What was the truth?  

One caveat

I know there is one caveat that we need to observe.   Bible teaches us that it is very easy for us as humans to teach the commandments of men and pass them off for God's truth.   So we who teach the word of God must be very clear as to what is clearly taught in Scripture, and what is interpretation; that is human reasoning coming to conclusions based on Scripture, conclusions that are highly influenced by our backgrounds, culture, and knowledge.    That is why we listen to one another and why we are wary of departing from teachings generally accepted by the body of Christ. 
1. Pray for spiritual protection. Eph. 6:11-13, 16, 18,19
ENTIRE CITY PAUSES FOR PRAYER AT NOON – STORY IN DENVER POST JANUARY 20 1905

a. The battle is spiritual
2 Co 4:4  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”   

1 Pe 5:8   “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” NIV

Mk 4:15   “Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.”  NIV
b. There is a great need for a spiritual shield
Eph 6:16   “Take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”  NIV
Mt 6:13   “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” NIV

2 Co 2:10-11  “If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven — if there was anything to forgive — I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.”  NIV

Mt 26:41   "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." NIV
c. Prayer is key
Eph 6:18-20  “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.   19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”  NIV
Ro 15:30  “I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.”  NIV

2 Co 1:10-11  “On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.”  NIV

Col 4:2-4  “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” NIV

SPIRITUAL ASSURANCE FOR A GENEREAL
The battle is the Lord’s (1 Sam. 17:47)
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