Love Can Build a Bridge from Our Church to Our Community
Second in the Winter series:  Love Can Build a Bridge
Ref. chap 1,2 of Church of Irresistible Influence.
Scripture: Titus 2:11-14;  1 John 3:11-20 
Key Thought:  As we put God’s love into action, we build a bridge to others.  A church that does not build a bridge to its community with love has no future.   
Intro idea

Three tenses of salvation

As  we think about God’s Word this morning, I would remind you that the message of salvation itself is presented to us with three tenses – three time frames, just like our Anniversary celebration – yesterday, today, and forever.       

3 tenses of salvation in Titus 2:11-14

[image: image1.png]Yesterday: The graceof God that brings
salvation has appeared...

Today: It teaches us to ...live godly lives...

Forever: We wait for the blessed hope--the
glorious appearing...





(chart is the concept)
	
	salvation
	Our church

	yesterday
	Jesus came
	50 years of God’s faithfulness

	today
	We live a life of love for Jesus’ sake
	50 for 50 Ministries – loving others

	forever
	Jesus returns
	Those we love to Christ become the church of tomorrow, and also our crown, our reward in eternity. 


Yesterday—For God so loved…  This we covered last week.  
Today—  What is the situation today?

Ill. – first bridge below the falls 
In 1843 when the Wesleyan Denomination was formed, there was no bridge over the Niagara River below the falls.    That gorge had stood for centuries as an uncrossable chasm.   But many people were not happy to allow the people of Canada and the United States to remain separated by this abyss.   So Charles Ellet was hired to build a bridge at a point below the Falls where the gorge was only 800 feet across.  But it was also  200 ft straight down.     He proposed  a suspension bridge.   Many thought it could not be done.   Early suspension bridges had a poor record.  Many had collapsed.    But the first problem to be solved was how to get the first wire across.     He proposed a simple idea.   He would pay $5 to the first boy who could fly a kite across the gorge.     Sixteen year- old Homan Walsh crossed the River by ferry upstream and went down river to the spot and flew his kite across from the Canadian side.  He was successful on the second try.   The kite string was tied to a tree -  Then later it was tied to a larger cord and pulled carefully back across the river.  Then the cord was attached to a large one and pulled back across -  then to a rope,  then to a large one and finally to the first 7/8 inch think braided steel strand that would support the bridge.     That was the beginning of the first crude suspension bridge.  In March 1848, Ellet crossed the gorge in a basket.  In July he drove a horse and buggy across.   

Less than 10 years later, Ellet’s crude bridge would be used as scaffolding by the famous bridge engineer  John Augustus Roebling as he completed a double deck railroad suspension bridge on that spot in 1855. 

The situation between the church and the surrounding community today. 

Today the distance between the church of Jesus and the world around us is in many ways a yawning chasm that seems uncrossable.  
In some ways there are good reasons for the distance-   
we speak a different language – we aren’t comfortable in an atmosphere where God’s name is taken in vain regularly and foul language is used to make up for lack of better vocabulary.  Worldly people squirm when they are around people like us who make them feel self-conscious about their language.    So the distance grows.
We wisely avoid many of the ways that people abuse their bodies in the world’s party scene – drugs, alcohol abuse and promiscuous sex.   So we’re not invited to their parties and we are glad and we don’t invite them to ours.  As any recovering alcoholic will tell you, drinkers prefer to have drinkers around.  Non-drinkers often make them uncomfortable. 
So some reasons for the gap are good reasons.  But never-the-less the gap is there.

Other reasons for the gap are not so good.   
We in the church often go out of our way to speak in “churchese.”  We in effect create a language barrier by using technical or shop talk – purely Christian terms.  - give examples.  

Another thing we do is as a rule the church does not advertise much to the world at large what we are doing in the church so people either wonder what goes on in here or worse, then figure they can safely ignore it because it is not for them it is only for the few who go there—whoever they are.  

Third thing we do is to become all talk and no action.  

“What we are geared to is slicker more technologically brilliant presentations of the truth.  But the real truth is, where is the love of God we talk about?....While the world waits to see it in their communities, the church is consumed with talking about it in their sanctuaries.”    The Church of Irresistible Influence p. 40
The Master’s model 

Ministered to needs – Fed 5000 – healed the sick—taught in synagogues—and  in many other places.

People listened gladly, the Bible says.  – Many reasons – 

One was his engaging teaching style, 
One was his authority, 
But a key one was that he built a bridge to them through loving concern and action.     They knew he loved them.  They knew he cared for them.  So they listened to his words. 

“We need bridges that balance public proclamation with congregational incarnation.  Bridges that are suspended by the steel cables of the (2nd) Great Commandment as well as the Great Commission.   In the twenty-first century, the church must understand, as never before, that faith—without works—is dead.  So too will be our influence.”  The Church of Irresistible Influence p. 40

Love is our method
“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 Jn 3:18 NIV
Our goal -- 50 for 50 ministries of outreach and service before 50th.  

One of our ministry teams is called “Service to Others” – Cindy Centner is the Team leader

But we can’t leave this to a team- it has to be a lifestyle for all of us,  a personal strategy – show love to others in tangible ways. 

Name an act of service that someone did for you that made you feel much closer to them. 

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  Eph 5:1-2 NIV

Conclude with Story--- Grace-givers p. 75 – Dinner with Sinners
The great railroad suspension bridge that Roebling built across the Niagara gorge began with just a kite string flown across by 16 yr old Homan Walsh.    The bridge that God needs built between our church and our community begins with your act of kindness to a neighbor.   As Martin Luther, the great Reformer, put it,  “It is the duty of every Christian to be Christ to his neighbor.”  
(Forever—the glorious appearing…)
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