Jesus Interprets Himself

Scripture:  Luke 24:13-23

Key Thought:   Along the Emmaus road, Jesus listened, admonished and taught; he will do the same for us.
Intro ideas

Read about a priest instructing 2nd graders 

– one child raised his hand and asked, “What did Jesus say right after he came out of the grave?”    good question and the pastor had to explain as best he could that the Bible didn’t tell us what he said first,  but one eager little girl raised her hand excitedly and protested, “I know, I know what he said”, “What was it asked the pastor?”   With great confidence she stood up, extended her arms, and exclaimed, “ta-dah!”  

Many of us wish God would be a little more obvious 

– a big miracle – a voice out of the blue  and we could easily believe.  But it doesn’t work like that now and it didn’t work like that on the very first Easter day either.    

Think about the picture of the two men on the road to Emmaus. Let it illustrate our journey to faith with all its subtleties and its certainties.

The setting – walking to a nearby village -  Jesus comes and walks with them but they do not recognize him. They are depressed, grieving, a little in a fog.

He could have almost forcibly announced his presence with brilliant light or something – but He wanted to engage their minds, their memories, their hearts, not just their senses.

So Jesus coaches them on a journey of faith – one step at a time.   

The steps along their journey of faith illustrate our halting steps in that same journey.
Jesus listened to where they were.   vv. 17-24

He sought them out. 
He initiated the conversation with a question.
They spilled out their grief, disappointment, sorrow and hopelessness to Jesus. 
I’ve always said that v. 21 was among the saddest words in the Bible “We had hoped that he was the one…”   They were giving up.   
But it is a comfort to see that He listened to their interpretation of him. 
They were foolish and slow to believe  v. 25   But they listened to Jesus

Jesus didn’t exactly start with a Dale Carnegie way to make friends and influence people.  What did he mean?

Foolish – unbelief is foolish in God’s eyes;    Slow of heart – hesitant 

Two places where this language used 

Mark 7:18  "Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him `unclean'? NIV

Hebrews 5:11-12 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! NIV

In both cases the language chides the audience for not getting something that they really should have seen.   That is what Jesus is gently doing for the two on the road to Emmaus.  He’s saying.  When you see this, you are going to kick yourselves that you didn’t see it earlier.    
In another sense, it was his opinion of their interpretation of who he was.  They were not on target yet.  Their interpretation needed updating from Scripture.  

To their credit, they listened 

Not everyone will.  Jesus warned that some would not. 

Story of Jesus – Luke 16:19-31  esp. v. 31 "He said to him, `If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"  NIV

Listening for God even when it doesn’t fit with our ideas

Their idea – OT Messiah to be kingly ruler 
Jesus taught them

This stranger spoke of the Messiah who must suffer.

I wish we had a much fuller record of the teaching of Jesus on this walk.  But we do have a few hints.  He taught from scriptures known to refer to the Christ.  He taught from verses both in the Pentateuch (Moses) and the prophets.   And he focused on helping them understand about the Christ having to suffer then entering his glory.   

	Learning from Moses

	Passage
	Teaching

	Ge. 3:15
	Eve’s offspring  injured by Satan but conquers Satan  (Singular “he” allowed but not required by the Hebrew has a pre-Christian precedent in the LXX (Kidner in IVP))

	Nu. 21:9
	Coupling this incident with Jesus’ words in John 3:14,15 we know this may have been one of the Scriptures he used. 

	Deut 18:15,17
	This idea of Jesus being the prophet like Moses was a favorite theme of early apostolic preaching.   Could this be because Jesus taught it? See Acts 3:22; 7:37 


	Learning from the Prophets

	Passage
	Teaching

	Isa. 50:6
	This verse describes what Jesus had just been through explicitly.  Perhaps he coupled it with v. 7 “I will not be disgraced.” Or v. 8 “He who vindicates me is near,” or maybe 51:5, “My salvation is on the way.”

	Isa. 53
	Predicts the servant’s suffering vv 3-30 and his exaltation vv10-12

	Daniel 7:13,14; 9:24-26
	Jesus favorite term for himself, “Son of Man” comes from the vision of Daniel which speaks of the exaltation of the Son of Man.  Daniel 9 speaks of the cutting off of the Anointed One.   

	Psalm 16:9-11
	David was considered a prophet (Acts 2:30), though his writings were not in the section of the OT called “prophets”    Yet this passage is quoted by Peter in Acts 2 along with Psalm 110:1

	Psalm 22:1,11-31
	v. 1 spoken from the cross but the rest of the Psalm contains a description of  the circumstances of his suffering (vv. 11-18) and verses of victory 
(vv. 22-31)


Kind of listening that is blest –
 hear and put into practice. Luke 11:28  He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it."  NIV

Jesus “ He that has ears to hear, let him hear.”

How do we listen to Jesus today?

Take time to expose ourselves to God’s word, to preaching, to Bible studies,  to Christian literature

Read or listen with a heart hungry to learn. 

Ill – knew someone in extended family – didn’t listen in school – wasn’t interested in learning – but in mid-life became very interested in professional fishing-  devoured thick books, read magazines, memorized facts – what was the difference – He was interested – wanted to learn. 

Sometimes we all have been guilty of reading our Bible, having devotions or listening to a message or Bible study more with the attentiveness of a grade school boy on the last period of the last day of school.    

Sometimes we have tuned out God – like a teenage girl tunes out her parents nagging about her messy room.

But the Bible tells the way to listen - Rev 1:2-3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. NIV 

Quote – D. L. Moody – Quotations #3735

Faith comes by hearing – hearing the word of God

And this is how the two disciples listened to Jesus  - with an open and receptive heart.
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