God’s Love Builds Bridges to Friends
Fourth in the Winter series; Love Can Build a Bridge
Scripture: James 3:13-18;  Col. 3:1-17
Key Thought:  God’s grace dismantles the barriers between people built by sin and builds bridges of love in their place.
Intro idea: Looking for friends   

Some years ago we did a survey of adult Sunday school classes at my last church. Asked why people attended adult classes.  The answer – for fellowship.  They were looking for friendship.

Since I have been pastor here, many younger people tell me that is also one key reason they attend church; they are looking for people of like values who might become their friends.   They are looking for more than cyber friends; they want face to face friends that they see each week or more.   They want to build the bridge of friendship.
Actually church is a great place to find friends and build friendship because the Word God teaches us the skills we need to get along well and enjoy friendship.    And our friendships have the great advantage of being cemented also by our sibling status in the family of God. 

We learn that God’s grace dismantles the barriers between people built by sin and builds bridges of love in their place!

Sins build barriers between people.
I am aware of a situation in another church where a man was expelled from the church because of the things he said about other people behind their backs. 
This week read one of those very sad Dear Abby type letters in the paper – from a girl in her late teens talking about something her father had done ten years earlier when he got very drunk one night.    The girl wrote that though he had apologized and repented, in one sin he had built a barrier such that things would never be the same again.
I remember counseling a young mother who had left her home because of uncontrolled rage in her husband toward her son.   Fortunately that father saw the light and changed his ways.    



Sins of the tongue add bitterness


cursing, slandering, belittling someone else to put ourselves up, 
Sins of the tongue add bitterness to our feelings.  In Seder – one dish is bitter herbs to remind the children of Israel of bitter sufferings in Egypt. 

From a survey of 100 people by Dr. Les Parrott – top 5 most difficult relationship types in order.  – notice now many have to do with how we use our tongue - 

The Critic – constantly complains and gives unwanted advice
The Martyr – forever the victim and wracked with self-pity
The Wet Blanket – pessimistic and automatically negative
The Steamroller – blindly insensitive to others
The Gossip – spreads rumors and leaks secrets


Being in the habit of cursing others is not healthy either.  Listen to how the Psalmist describes such a person:

He loved to pronounce a curse — may it come on him;
he found no pleasure in blessing — may it be far from him. 
18 He wore cursing as his garment; it entered into his body like water, into his bones like oil. Ps 109:17-18  NIV

Think of bitter things you have taste - choke cherries – 
My one brother thinks cranberries are bitter.  He politely declines them at all holiday feasts. 

Sins of the tongue sow bitterness into our feelings toward one another. 
is sin of slander built 
Sins of uncontrolled anger create distance
 these are more obvious.   Worrying that someone will get suddenly angry makes others feel like they have to treat that person with kid gloves – hardly the stuff of close friendships or good family relationships.   Selfish fits of temper make others think we are immature and acting like a spoiled child.    They fear the only way to get along with us is to let us have our way.   That is not a basis for good relationships either.
If you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. Jas 3:14-16 NIV

Sins of greed, lust, and self-indulgence hurt others
all of these are other manifestations of the essential selfishness that is at the heart of our sin problem as a race.   When we act in these ways, our selfishness will drive a wedge between us and those we say we love because we hurt others to satisfy ourselves. . 


God’s grace removes barriers and builds bridges of love in their place.

The power of conversion causes Cursing becomes blessing

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Ro 12:14-16 NIV
When the Spirit of God gets hold of our hearts, we seek to “overcome evil with good.”     

Under the Spirit’s influence, Anger yields to self-control; bitter grudges are replaced by a forgiving spirit, and constant irritation with others is changed to an attitude of bearing with one another in love.    This is how Paul puts it.  This is what enables us to build the bridge of love between friends. 
But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. … 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  Col 3:8-10, 12,13 NIV


As the Holy Spirit changes us, our carnal mind refocuses on higher things – kingdom values, the best interests of others.  Hear the words of John. 
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world — the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does — comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 1 Jn 2:15-17 NIV 

I found a set of Ten Commandments for building friendships.   As I put them up – look for how many of them are built on skills, attitudes, fruits of the Spirit that we learn from Jesus. 
Ask how many they come up with -  I get seven. 


The result is a person who can truly be a friend. 

Look at the summary of what grace does in our hearts that James gives to us 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.  Jas 3:17-18 NIV
Now that’s the kind of person who will make a great friend!

Key questions

Have you opened your heart to Jesus – repented of doing things your way and started walking with him so that you have God’s Spirit enabling you to rise to a new level of loving relationship building? 

Have you become selfish and not been following God’s Spirit’s direction.  Is it time to asak God to refocus you—to retune your spiritual life—to strengthen his fruits of the Spirit in you.  
10 Commandments of Friendship


Speak to people- there is nothing as nice as a cheerful word of greeting. 


Smile at people- it takes 72 muscles to frown, but only 14 to smile! 


Call people by name- the sweetest music to anyone's ear is the sound of their own name. 


Be friendly and helpful- if you would have friends, be friendly. 


Be cordial- speak and act as if everything you do were a real pleasure. 


Be genuinely interested in people - you can like everyone IF YOU TRY. 


Be generous with praise; cautious with criticism. 


Be considerate of the feelings of others - it will be appreciated. 


Be thoughtful of the opinions of others. 


10. Be alert to give service- what counts most in life is what we do for others!
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