Faithfulness in Troubled Times
Scripture:   1 Sam. 26:5-25  key verse 23; 1 Tim. 6:3-16
Key Thought:   God will reward faithful servants for godly living. 
Intro idea:

Even though pursued by Saul and pressured to do wrong, David was faithful to do the right thing.

Review story of chapters 19-26

chap.  19 – Saul tells Jonathan to kill David but Jonathan warns David and persuades his father he is being foolish.  Saul takes David back for a time.     Then Saul tries to pin him to the wall with a spear but misses and then sends men to his house to kill him but David’s wife, Saul’s daughter, helps him escape.  
chap 20 was last week’s sermon – how David is warned by Jonathan in the field that Saul intends to kill him.  

chap 21.  David flees to see a priest Ahimelech who gives him Goliath’s sword and then David flees to Philistine territory where he pretends to be insane. 

chap 22  David raises a small army of misfits around him – about 400 men.  David goes to Moab on the other side of Israel.  Saul pursues David, killing Ahimelech and all his family except Abiathar who escapes to David and becomes his priest. 

chap 23 – Saul’s army pursues David but when they get close, they have to break off pursuit because they receive a message that eh Philistines are raiding the land.  
chap 24 – Saul chooses an army of 3000 and pursues David.   Saul stops for a break  in a cave but does not know David and his men are hiding further back in it.  David creeps up and cuts off a corner of his robe.    Then after Saul leaves, he calls out after him and shows him the piece of his robe.   (read vv 14,15)   Saul is conscience stricken again and stops pursuing David.  
chap 25 (about David, Nabal and Abigail not Saul)
chap 26 is the second time that it would have been easy to rationalize that God had delivered David’s enemy into his hands.  In fact that is what David’s companion thought.   But David felt strongly that it was right to respect God’s anointed one.  If Saul was to die it would not be by his hand but because as David put it either  “his time will come” or he will die in battle.  David’s heart to follow God was much stronger than any selfish instinct to be king faster. 
The false teachers Timothy faced were, like Saul, conceited, contentious and greedy but Paul urged Timothy to be contented, and pursue righteousness as David did. 
A  New Testament parallel

It is apparent from Paul’s writing to Timothy that he was dealing with a group of false teachers.  
	False teachers of  1 Timothy
	Timothy

	False doctrines 1:3
	Trustworthy saying 1:15

	Devoted to myths and genealogies 1:3
	Hold onto faith and a good conscience 1:19

	Promote controversies 1:4;  6:3
	Promote God’s work 1:4

	Abandon the faith 4:1
	Brought up in the truths of the faith 4:6

	Things taught by demons 4:1
	Good teaching  4:6

	Godless myths, old wives tales 4:7
	Training to be godly 4:7

	Hypocritical liars 4:2
	Trustworthy saying 4:9

	Conceited 6:4
	Command … not to be arrogant 6:17

	Quarrels, strife, friction 6:4,5
	Pursue …gentleness 6:11

	Quarrels about words 6:4
	Turn from godless chatter 6:20

	Use godliness for financial gain 6:5
	Godliness with contentment is great gain 6:6-10

	Fall into temptation and a trap 6:9
	Fight the good fight 6:12  pursue …endurance 6:11


As you read and compare Paul’s description of the teachers with his description of Timothy and commands to Timothy, you can see a sharp contrast in the heart attitude.   further you notice right away that several of the adjectives and descriptions of the false teachers also would apply to Saul in the OT.

both seemed to thrive on quarrels, strife and malicious talk.
both were conceited and arrogant.
both were definitely out for their own gain, rather than the true good of God’s people. 

1 Tim. 6:11 could have been written to David and it would have fit in very well, wouldn’t it. 

“But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.”
And it is good advice for us today too.
The trials and pressures of life reveal our hearts.

One lesson we can learn from Saul and David is that the trials and temptations of life will certainly reveal where our heart is.  When the pressure is on, our first heart loyalty will be revealed.   What really matters to us will become more and more obvious to those around us.  
think about your own life and the trials you are going through or have recently gone through.  What have they revealed about you?   

Mt 12:34-35   “Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.” 

The Lord rewards righteousness and faithfulness.

Ps 97:11  “Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart. “ NIV
Jesus,  “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Mt 6:21  NIV

Mt 10:42  If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."
Mt 24:45-47  "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.” 
Conclusion
THE YEAR WAS 1977, and the month was September and the place was Moline, Illinois. That pre-Christmas season, Terry Schafer had a special gift she wanted to purchase for her husband, David. Her fear was that it might be too expensive. Oh, it wouldn't be too expensive for some families, but when you have to make ends meet on a policeman's salary, it could be too expensive. She kept it on her mind as she wandered along Fifth Avenue, hoping to find something like it or perhaps the very thing she had in mind. 

Sure enough, she did. She slipped into the store and looked into the face of a kind shopkeeper and asked, "How much?" "$127.50." Ouch. Her anticipation turned to disappointment as she thought, "That's just too much for us. We can't afford it." 

And then an idea popped into her mind. She said to him, "Though we don't know each other, perhaps you would allow me to put it on hold. I can pay a little now, and then about the end of October, I'll come back and pay you more. And, I promise you, by the time you have it gift-wrapped before Christmas, I'll pay the last amount:' 

A seasoned businessman, he knew a trusting soul when he saw one. So he smiled and said, "I'll tell you what. Since your husband is a police officer (as she had talked to him about that), I have every reason to trust you. Why don't you just give me the first payment? I'll gift wrap it and let you take it with you today:' She was elated. She walked out with this wonderful gift she was so anxious to give him. 

And like a lot of us, she wasn't able to keep the secret. So that night as David unwrapped the gift, Terry stood there beaming. He was thrilled at her thoughtfulness and covered her with hugs an kisses. Neither of them realized, however, how significant that simple gift was.  As a matter of fact, in the not too distant future, it would be the difference between David's life and death.  

 On Oct 1, that same year, Patrolman David Schafer was working the night shift and got a call on his police radio.  A drugstore robbery was in process.  Racing to the scene, he arrived just in time to observe the suspect getting into his car, starting the engine, and speeding away. Quickly David switched on his siren and began the pursuit. Three blocks later the getaway vehicle suddenly pulled over to the side of the road and stopped. 

The suspect was still seated behind the wheel of his car as David cautiously approached the suspect. As he got about three feet from the driver's door, it flew open and the suspect fired an automatic pistol once, sending a 45-caliber slug toward David's stomach. 

At seven o' clock the next morning, Terry answered the door of the Schafer's home. Carefully and calmly, the police officer explained David had been shot while trying to apprehend a robbery suspect. As the officer detailed what happened to David, he had bad news and good news. When she listened to the story, Terry Schafer was thinking how glad she was she didn't wait until Christmas to give her gift, how glad she was the shopkeeper had been willing to let her pay for it later. Otherwise, David Schafer, shot at point-blank range with a devastatingly deadly 45-caliber pistol, would surely have died. But the good news was that he was still alive and in the hospital-not with a gunshot wound but with a deep bruise in his abdomen. 

Christmas had come early that year because David had with him the gift of life his wife could not wait to give: his brand-new bulletproof vest. 

And that's why Christ came, to give us a vest of righteousness, to pay the price with His blood, that He might protect us with a shield that sin could never penetrate. 

-Paul Aurandt, More of Paul Harvey's The Rest of the Story 
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Eph 6:14 “So stand strong, with the belt of truth tied around your waist and the protection of right living on your chest.”  New Century Ver.
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