Encouragements to Thanksgiving

Scripture: Luke 17:11-19

Thesis: Jesus’ reaction to the one who gave thanks encourages us to be people of thanksgiving.

Introduction

Vote on your favorite Thanksgiving symbol – Turkey, Cornucopia, Pilgrims
Want to suggest a fourth symbol of Thanksgiving that is more basic to the holiday than all of these. 

The list of blessings that is made as a thankful heart reflects.
Old gospel song –Count your blessings.  Whether it is written or only thought about is not important.  What is key is the attitude that acknowledges God’s gracious gifts and daily mercies and says thank you.   

I think we all recognize that the holiday of Thanksgiving is becoming increasingly pushed into the background by a combination of factors.  The biggest factor is that it is squeezed between the two most commercially successful holidays of the year, Halloween and Christmas.  This in itself means that there will be little emphasis from stores and media outlets for Thanksgiving.  But that is not the only reason is getting squeezed. It is also getting short shrift because it is historically a Christian holiday.  It was started by the pilgrims, whose lives were strongly shaped by their Christian faith, to give thanks to Almighty God for his blessings.  It inherently recognizes the role of God in our lives and acknowledges our humble dependence upon him. In our increasingly secular society this is not a universally popular notion. 

Result of these two factors is that it is all the more important for us in the family of God to understand why Thanksgiving is important.  The story we are studying this morning from the life of Jesus will help us to understand why our Pilgrim Fathers began this tradition we call Thanksgiving and why it is important to carry it on today. 
The occasion for thanksgiving.

1. The Bible story

1. The men had leprosy; they knew it. OT law required that they be isolated from their family and community.  

1. They called to from a distance Jesus for compassion and healing.  
1. Jesus instructed them to go show themselves to the priests.  By Levitical law - priests were the only ones who could certify that the person was cured of leprosy and safe to return home.  (Lev. 13) 
1. Their faith is demonstrated in two ways.  First, they called to Jesus for help.  Second, they left to go to the priests before the cleansing occurred.  It happened as they went to the priests.  

1. As they went all were healed.  Healing would have been obvious by the changes in their formerly diseased skin.   
1. Our story – this story of physical healing illustrates our spiritual journey. Think of the parallels
1. First, we come to recognize our spiritual disease --sin – which separates us from God and hurts our relationships with other people too;  Some who recognize this disease then call out to Jesus for compassion and spiritual healing 
1. He takes compassion on us and as we put our faith in him, he grants us forgiveness and spiritual healing,

1. We have asked favors from Jesus of many kinds; he has answered our prayers.

1. Psalm 33:5b NKJV “The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.”

1. We have many reasons to return to him with thanksgiving. 

Jesus’ wonder at the lack of it.

1. The Bible story

1. All had asked for help, all had received help, only one gave thanks

1. Jesus’ asked pointedly why the others had not come back to give thanks.

1. Our story

1. Ill. Post office - dead letter box for all those Santa Claus letter - one employee had an interesting idea - lets see how many people send their thanks to Santa - thousands of letters asking.  In months after Christmas, only one card thanking Santa.

1. Quote - a nineteenth century writer said, “I fear that what will surprise us most, when we see our Lord, will be the extent of our own ingratitude.” (Quotations, #6250)

1. The Quotable Billy Graham #469 “One of the worst sins that we can commit is that of ingratitude.” 

1. Though we have received many favors, we often forget to be thankful.

1. failing to give thanks characteristic of unbelievers Rom. 1:21

1. quote: Thanksgiving has been defined as our annual time for saying grace at the table of God’s goodness. 

1. trouble is if we only give thanks at Thanksgiving- then we’re like the one who returned to give thanks. - the other 364 days we’re like the ones who did not return. And Jesus may well be asking why we are so ungrateful.
1. One pastor said, “I think we should be thankful 364 days of the years and save just one day for being grumpy.”

1. interesting to note that the English words think and thank come from the same root.  So if we think about it, we’re bound to be thankful.  But if we are unthinking, we will also be thankless.

1. A thankful heart pleases God more than rituals.  Ps 69:30-31 “I will praise God's name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.  31 This will please the Lord more than an ox.”

1. ill. Father who made nice flowery grace at the meal - then started to complain about the food. - It was poor quality - it wasn’t cooked right.  His little daughter interrupted him - “Dad, do you think God heard what you said to him a little while ago when you said grace?” - thinking this a great time for teaching about prayer, the father confidently said, “Certainly he did, the Bible tells us he hears our prayers.”  But his daughter continued, “Did he hear what you were just saying a minute ago about the bacon and the coffee? A little less confidently, her father replied, Yes...”   Then his daughter drove her point home, “Well, which one do you think he believed?”

Words of encouragment to the one who was thankful.

1. Bible story

1. Jesus encouraged the thankful one by confirming his healing.

Encouragements to our thanksgiving

1. Psalm 100:4,5 - it fits the character of God-- Ps 100:4-5 “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.  5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all  generations.” NIV
1. Jesus gave us example

1. Matt. 14:19 (5000); 15:36 (4000); 26:26 (Upper room); Luke 24:30 (Emmaus)
1. offerings of thanksgiving prepare for God’s blessing

1. Psalm 50:23 “He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the salvation of God." NIV
1. There are many admonitions to thankfulness

Eph 5:20 “Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” NIV
Col 2:6-7 “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” NIV
Col 3:17 “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” NIV
1 Th 5:16-18 “Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” NIV
Php 4:6 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. NIV

Conclusion
Write some of your Thanksgiving list for this week in the space provided in the outline. 
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