An Unnerving Perspective from Jesus 
 First in a Lenten/Easter Series – Unfolding the Story of Jesus’ Last Weeks
Scripture: Mk. 8:31-38

Key Thought:   Jesus began to help the disciples understand that  he was going to suffer and that their paths of discipleship would not always be easy either.  
Intro idea:

(Bring my palm cross from last year.)   This cross is one we handed out last year on Palm Sunday.   Palm Sunday this year is the last Sunday of this month.   Good Friday is just one month from last Friday.     This season of the year before Easter when the Christian church traditionally begins to reflect again on what the cross of Jesus really means is called Lent.   Officially the season in the Christian year goes from Ash Wed. which this year was Feb. 17 to Easter which is April 4.  One way to think about the purpose of Lent is that it is a time for us to reflect on the meaning of the cross.   Did anyone see someone on Ash Wed. with ashes on their forehead?  in the shape of a cross?   How many are wearing a cross somewhere today?  
What does it mean that we follow a Savior who accomplished his goal by going through crucifixion on a cross?   That’s really what Jesus was beginning to teach his disciples in the passage we read today.  That is what I would ask us to think about this morning too.  
Rosy Expectations

The disciples’

Passage is immediately preceded by Peter’s great confession.  In response to Jesus’ pointed question, “Who do you say that I am?,   Peter had boldly asserted, “You are the Christ.”  

What expectations did that term bring with it for the disciples at that time?   
a couple OT  Messianic texts for example:
These are the kind of OT verses that shaped the contemporary thoughts about who the Messiah would be.
Isa 11:10 “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.” 
Jer 23:5-6   "The days are coming," declares the Lord, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.”  
Thoughts of a suffering Messiah were not thought about in connection with the coming Davidic ruler.    Texts like Isa. 53 were thought to refer either to a separate future leader or to the nation of Israel as a whole. 

this kind of selective thinking left the disciples with a very rosy view of what might happen with Jesus leading.   I can imagine where their imaginations went.  This is why there were arguments as to who would be the greatest among them in the coming kingdom.  This the kind of thinking that led James’ and John’s Mom to make her misguided  request for the positions at the right and left of the coming king.  
Ours

Yet we need to take a lesson from the disciples at this point.  For often, we too read only what we want to read, and set ourselves up for problems in our spiritual lives by our selective hearing.  

We learn a few good Bible promises like “My God will supply all your needs…”  and we begin to think like the disciples at this point in Jesus’ ministry – everything will be rosy and we won’t ever have any troubles if we just follow Jesus.    If we begin to think that just following Jesus will solve all our problems, we will set ourselves up for a big misunderstanding.    Instead, we need to become stronger in our faith by listening to Jesus’ whole message. 
Jesus’ Unnerving News

Jesus’ first unnerving news is to the disciples.   After the high point of Peter’s confess of faith,  Jesus begins to teach them that he is going to suffer and die.   – Whoa!  Not the life they signed up for! 
Peter takes Jesus aside as a friend and tries to correct him.    Peter is a natural leader.  He knows this is not the kind of language a leader who is going places needs to use.   He sees the disconnect between Jesus’ words and the rosy expectations he and the other disciples all have for the coming Messianic kingdom.    He’s concerned that Jesus get it right.  

But Jesus only makes things worse by his strong rebuke – “Get behind me Satan” (v. 33) – One commentator  I read helped me to understand this  by suggesting that we think of these words as rebuking both Peter and Satan.   For Satan is undoubtedly trying to tempt Jesus again through Peter’s words to become an earthly king.    It was a temptation Jesus had faced directly in the desert during his forty days of fasting.  It was a temptation that he faced after his feeding of the five thousand when the people wanted to make him king (Jn. 6:15).  Now he hears an echo in Peter’s words.   Hence the harsh language.  It was indeed true that Peter was not receiving or thinking on the right wavelength. 
Usually we want the easy way out too.  We don’t want to go through the tough times, even when God points us in that direction.  

His cross

God’s plan for Jesus included the tough things – Gethsemane,  a mock trial,  rejection and death – before he reached his glory.    But Jesus knew glory was beyond it all and Hebrews tells us he “for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  Heb 12:2 NIV   Peter did not see that.

Jesus is determined to accept his own coming death at the hands of the Jewish and Roman authorities.   And at the same time he wants his disciples to realize that the fact that he is accomplishing his mission through a cross needs to forever change their expectations as to what it is going to mean to follow Him.  

Our self denial

“Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels." Mk 8:34-38 NIV
One commentator - 
“Following Christ: -- Here Christ very distinctly sets before all men the conditions of discipleship in His school, and of citizenship in His kingdom. It is not a kingdom of earthly splendour. If any would come after Him, they must expect hardships, self-denial, cross-bearing, and scorn. Their rest and reward were not yet. He was, indeed, the Messiah; but it was by a rough pathway that He would bring His followers to glory.”   H. M. Grout  D.D.

(from The Biblical Illustrator Copyright © 2002, 2003, 2006 Ages Software, Inc. and Biblesoft, Inc.)

So Jesus warned us,  “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." Jn 16:33 NIV

So we need to ask ourselves, “how am I assuming that following Jesus is going to land me on easy street.”    Now it is true that God wants to bless his people.  He blessed the apostles too.  Peter raised a lady from the dead.  Paul won many in Greece to God.  I’d say they were definitely blessed.   but he didn’t keep them out of all trouble.    

and we will go through our times of testing too.  Jas 1:12  “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.”  NIV

His Promise

But in the midst of his warnings there are great promises.  Just as for Jesus there was glory to follow, so if we endure hardship as faithful disciples, there are promises for us too. 
If we are willing to deny ourselves, to take up our cross and follow him – we will save our lives!   If we are willing to take a different path from the adulterous and sinful generation, if we are not ashamed to follow Jesus instead of them, then he will not be ashamed of us when he comes again!  How will remember us, he will call us to be changed into his likeness, he will ask us to rule forever with him, he will take us to be where he is!   What a promise.  

But the way there is the way of the cross.  It’s not always easy.  There will be some sacrifice.  There will be difficulties.  But Jesus has gone that way before, 

Old Hymn (190 Tabernacle #5)
The Way of the Cross Leads Home  words –Jessie Brown Pounds
I must needs go home by the way of the cross, There’s no other way but this;
I shall ne’er get sight of the gates of light, if the way of the cross I miss.  

Chorus: The way of the cross leads home, the way of the cross leads home;
It is sweet to know as I onward go, The way of the cross leads home.

I must needs g on in the blood-sprinkled way, the path that the Savior trod,
If I ever climb to the heights sublime where the soul is at home with God.

Then I bid farewell to the way of the world, To walk in it nevermore;
For my Lord says “Come” and I seek my home, Where he waits at the open door.

Think for example, of what John wrote to the churches of Revelation.  It has the same spirit!

4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. Rv 3:4-6 NIV
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