An Unexpected Parable 
Scripture: John 13:1-17
Key Thought:  When Jesus washed his disciples feet, it shocked them, but from that event we learn powerful lessons in the value of serving.  
Intro ideas

Thanks to Lea for visual illustration of today’s Scripture.  
Why was Jesus’ action a shock to Peter?
Set stage - 

Jesus was the Rabbi – the respected teacher .    Jesus as he taught on what he had done recognized his position - Jn 13:13  "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am.”  NIV
As such, he was the one who deserved to be served.

Even in our day. leaders are the ones served.  They have personal administrative assistants.  

ill.  When I was in the Navy, the Captain of our base had a personal valet assigned to just him. 

ill.  when I was at U of R   if a professor was late to class, I remember that we were expected to wait a full 15 minutes for a full professor but we had to only wait 10 minutes for an assistant professor who was late.  

Peter knew that there was something inherently upside down about Jesus doing the foot-washing.   Any of the rest of them should have been doing it.  But definitely not him.   It just was not proper.

But why were they not doing it?  Why didn’t Peter just get up and take the towel when he saw Jesus start to do this and say something like, “Here, let me do that?”    
I think I mentioned the answer a week or so ago.     

Both Mark and Luke record that as the dispel band headed for Jerusalem the final time before Jesus’ crucifixion,  one of the topics of dispute among them was who would be the greatest.  
Mark 9:33-35 read                                             (also found in Lk. 9:46 ff.)

Luke gives the insight that this dispute was still going on even into the upper room itself as they were partaking of the Passover meal.   This seems strange until we remember that at formal Jewish dinners like this one, usually the seating was by rank.  So the way they were seated would have added fuel to the fire.  Even as they were responding to Jesus and questioning about who would betray Jesus, there was an undertone conversation in the room.  Luke says, Lk 22:24-27

 “Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.”    NIV
This gives us the insight we need.  The job of washing feet usually went to the person of lowest status, the newest hire, in our terms, the person who was lowest on the org chart.  
So for someone to volunteer to wash feet meant that they were automatically at the bottom of the list in this argument.    They were the loser.   So no one took the towel from Jesus.  No one would humble themselves to be in the last place among the disciples. 

So Jesus returned to the lesson he had tried to teach at the beginning of the journey  when he had set a little child in the midst and said to 

What do we learn from Jesus’ example and teaching?

	Nature of Greatness

	Disciples/Us
	Jesus

	Greatness desired/ fought for
	Phil. 2:7,8  humbled himself

	Jealous of position
	John 13:4,5  willing to take the lowest place

	Leaders at top and are served by followers
	Luke 22:25,26  Leaders serve followers


Greatness means serving others -   when O.D. Emery was elected General Superintendent – “I believe I have just been handed a bigger towel.”  
	View of Service

	Disciples/Us
	Jesus

	Love enough to be equals – to share alike
	 Love enough to dedicate his energies to the good of others     John 3:16

	View servant’s task as degrading
	Insisted upon the dignity and honor of service

Service elevates   Mt. 20:26,27

	Grade people by position in life – outward appearance
	God looks at the heart     1 Sam. 16:7


Loved enough to dedicate his life to the good of others.
FDR kept a frail sickly assistant named Harry Hopkins.   People wondered why FDR did not hire a more able person.    Wendell Willkie once asked him,   “Mr. Willkie, through that door flows an incessant stream of men and women who, almost invariably want something from me.  Harry Hopkins wants only to serve me.  That’s why he is so near me!”  
A heart of service.

	Nature of the Church

	Disciples/Us
	Jesus

	Spiritual authority is with the leader types who tell us what to do
	Spiritual authority goes to those who serve. 
Lu. 22:30

	Fellowship of the saints is the fellowship of  being waited upon and waiting on one another in our cozy circle.
	Fellowship of the saints is a fellowship of people serving others in need together for Jesus’ sake.
1 Pe. 4:10

	Kingdom goes to those who rule
	Kingdom goes to those who serve.  Matt. 5:3,5; Lu. 18:29,30;  Rev. 22:3


Conclusion

ill.    Cliff Barrows of the Billy Graham tells a story that happened when the Graham team conducted a crusade in Nagaland, South Africa.   It was a camp-meeting style crusade and 95,000 people had gathered.   

The travel arrangements had been difficult and the Graham team had arrived a day late – one day after it started.    They arrived at the hotel and a little old man came out volunteering as a personal valet for the team.   It had been raining and it was muddy.   Cliff started to clean the mud off his shoes and the old gent protested, insisting that he be allowed to finish the job.  So Cliff let him.    Such humble service was obviously in the Spirit of Christ.

As the conversation went along, the team began to inquire who had led the crowd in service yesterday when the team had not arrived yet.    The valet seemed reluctant to answer.  He kept his head down and seemed to be avoiding the question.  Finally, the answer came out – I did.  
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