A Prophet’s Picture of Jesus
 Scripture: Micah 5:1-5a

Key Thought: The prophet’s picture of the Messiah’s role for Israel helps us to understand what Jesus desires to do in our lives today.

Intro idea

Scrapbook of our 40th that Keely gave us.   Each page a collage of a decade of our lives.  Then several pages are chronicles of the big party you all helped to throw for us.   Lots of pictures.  You get some good ideas from these pictures about our life together. 
In the OT are many prophetic word pictures of what the Messiah would be like.    Like scrapbook pages, these verbal portraits are intended to help us get a mental picture of what God’s Messiah.  The big difference – these OT pictures were drawn ahead -  these word scraps were given by the Holy Spirit to the OT prophets hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  

This morning I would like us to turn to one page of that OT picture book that God has made for us.   The prophet Micah constructed this picture. Understanding Micah’s picture of who Jesus was to be will help us understand who he is to be in our lives too. 

J. Jowett outlined this section by saying that Christ is our “ruler; restorer, and shepherd.” 
(Biblical Illustrator)
His Nature is Royal – v. 2
Ruler  from Bethlehem Ephrathah



listnum "WP List 4" \l 4 Ephrathah - probably earlier name - connects the ruler to ancient event in Israel. May also be an area name. 




listnum "WP List 4" \l 5town of Rachel's burial Gen. 35:16




listnum "WP List 4" \l 5town of Boaz Ruth 4:11



listnum "WP List 4" \l 4 I Sam 17:12 - town of David's birth




listnum "WP List 4" \l 5 implies - new ruler will go back to David's ways and not follow the corruptions of David's dynasty




(b) Bethlehem – house of bread  -- “I am the bread of life”  also Jesus said, Jn 6:58 “This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.”  NIV
Origins from ancient times
listnum "WP List 4" \l 4 it is more than just emphasizing the historic connections already mentioned.



listnum "WP List 4" \l 4 the word translated "of old" is generally used of God or in the sense of eternity.  One might translate 5:2b as "whose origins are from of old, from eternity."  This takes the two words as synonymous parallelism and takes them to refer to eternity as both do in Deut. 33:27.  Heb. Olam also means eternity in Prov. 8:23




listnum "WP List 4" \l 5 therefore, this passage is a glimpse of the divine pre-existence of the ruler to come.


(5) John “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. “Jn 1:1-2 NIV
His coming marks a new era with two characteristics – v. 3
The end of a period of Israel’s abandonment

Looking first for a meaning that might relate to those to whom this was written. They were hearing the prophets speak of a time of exile coming.  The exile of Israel was described with this word: Psalm 78:60; Isa. 2:6; 54:6; Jer. 7:29; 12:7. 


But Israel would also fail to hear from God—that is the prophetic voice would be stilled for 400 before Jesus came—another great abandonment. 

And a gathering of Israel’s brothers

The prophets predicted a gathering of Israel under a new kingly figure with Davidic characteristics.   Zechariah 3:3;6:11 describe a priest-king named Joshua, an great leader after the exile,  who the prophet says was a figure of the one to come.

Jesus’ coming also marked the gathering to Israel of Gentile brothers and sisters – We would now be united in one people of God.   Paul referred to this as the great mystery – Ephesians 3:6 and described it as making one new man out of two Eph 2:15.
The Prophecy of Ezekiel in 37:11-23 probably also has the same duel mountain top vision—that is there was a sense in which Ezekiel’s words would be fulfilled in the return of exiles form both Northern and Southern Israel together to reconstitute the nation after the 70 years of exile were up.  And there is a sense in which Ezekiel’s words are still being fulfilled today as God is bringing Jewish people from all over the world to Israel to reconstitute the nation prior to Christ’s second coming.

For us

Before we come to Christ we are described as “foreigners and aliens” from the household of God.   But when we come to him we are gathered into the family.   Eph 2:19; Col. 1:21;  John 1:12

He Shepherds with power
Stands in God’s strength

Standing speaks of his victory over his enemies.   At the end of the battle, he is still standing.  But he does not stand on his own but in the strength God provides
Same themes as Isaiah - Isa 40:10-11 “See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd.”

Again we have parallel concepts in Ezekiel 34:22-31 – a shepherd; security, strength 
Securely

The first reason for their security is His greatness.  

Ps 72:8  “He  will rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.” 

Isa 52:13 “See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.” 
Lk 1:32 “2 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,”
The second reason for their security is his excellent shepherding.

Psalm 23

John 10

He is their peace

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you.  
Conclusion

You have seen the picture Micah provides – It is very attractive, isn’t it.

If you are walking in weakness, insecurity and fear this morning, I recommend our shepherd.   “Cast all your anxiety upon him for he cares for you.”  “Do not be anxious about anything in but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 
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