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Scripture: Rom 12:3-8; I Peter 4:8-11
Thesis: God wants us to value and use the gifts He has given us to serve him and others.
Introduction
a. Phyllis’s Story -  Recital for One (HO-GI)  Phyllis able to play piano above her normal level for her father who dies unexpectedly the next day.  
b. Story of Jake Mitchell’s one outstanding sermon – I went home even as a teen knowing that God had anointed that message for his own purposes and over-ruled the lack of speaking ability of Jake Mitchell. 
c. Let’s let these two examples and others that you may be aware of from your own experiences raise questions in our minds about the Bible’s teachings about gifts.  How does a true Christian look at the subject of spiritual gifts?  
What does the Bible mean by the word “gifts”?
1. Does it refer to natural talents from our personality and background?   In the sense that all that we are comes from God who is our Creator, both collectively and individually, these natural talents are definitely gifts of God.  But they in themselves are not what the Bible usually means by spiritual gifts. 
2. Does it refer to skill?  God has given us opportunity to learn some skills.  Education and life experience have taught us many things and some of them we have become good at.  Often we earn a living with these skills.  The Bible teaches us to credit our ability to earn money to God.  But again, these kinds of skills we have learned are not usually what the Bible means by spiritual gifts.
3. The Bible clearly tells us that the Holy Spirit produces some awesome character traits in our lives – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  These are called in Scripture the fruits of the Spirit.  They are the product of God’s work in our lives but again, they are not exactly what the Scripture means by the term spiritual gifts that Paul mentions in Romans 12.   
4. Spiritual gifts are special spiritual endowments. 
(a) a spiritual gift can be: 
(i) a divinely enhanced natural talent or learned skill.  In other words, sometimes, spiritual gift may refer to a natural talent or a learned skill that has been supernaturally enhanced by the Holy Spirit.  God adds a special touch to them to make them something more special than they were.
1. Phyllis’s story and Jake’s story from the introduction are examples. 
2. Ex. 31:2-5 - Bezalel and his helpers.  Bezalel’s skill as a craftsman was enhanced by God in order that he would be able to help Moses in the construction of the tabernacle.
(ii) The term spiritual gift might be used because God granted unusual spiritual fruitfulness as a result of the use of a talent or skill.
1) one of the tests for spiritual genuineness is fruit (Matt. 7:15-20).
2) Peter’s sermon in Acts – (3000 – Acts 2:41)
3) In my first visit to a Billy Graham Crusade, I was impressed that what happened was definitely not the result of an overpowering gospel invitation, but it was a work of God.  
4) My friend Mike Moskvich’s prayed for a bad congestive cold I had.  Immediately my sinuses cleared.  
(iii) The term spiritual gift most often refers to a special ability that could only come from God. 
1) Acts 16:17 - Paul’s discernment of the opposing spirit who spoke through the slave girl. 
2) Ananias Acts 9 –hearing from God about Paul’s conversion; gift of power in prayer to heal his blindness
3) ill. Man on diving board who heard a Mom’s distress call in English even though she spoke in Spanish - (HO-GI-TO)
ii. Key Scriptural thoughts about them
1. Gifts of God’s grace -- From Paul’s language in Rom. 12
(a) gifts - charismata (Rom 12:6)- from the word for grace 
(i) they are of God’s sovereign choice - of grace not works
(ii) affirmed by Paul’s phrase – “according to the grace that is given to us.” Rom 12:6
3. Understand that we have different ones. That is God’s plan.  7 listed here.  In 1 Cor. 12:6 -- different working (energamata) but the same Spirit. 
(i) All our various gifts are the result of the working of God’s one Holy Spirit.
1) ill. plug in all sorts of electrical appliances - but just one power source. - So there is one power source for all the gifts—God’s Holy Spirit
4. every Christian at least 1 spiritual gift - I Cor. 12:7
5. God’s plan is that the church needs all of them but in order to find all of them and use all of them the church will need to recruit more of the people that God is sending into the church.  
i. Bible lists
1. 5 NT passages where gifts listed
(a) Rom. 12:6-8
(b) I Cor. 12:4-11
(c) I Cor. 12:28
(d) Eph. 4:11
(e) I Pet. 4:8-11
2. not inclusive – Bezalel’s gift not listed. 
How do I know what gifts I have?
ii. Garlow’s six questions - Partner’s In Ministry p. 99
(a) Am I open to be used by God?   You won’t discover God supernaturally at work in our life if you are unwilling to use the gifts you are given for God.  
(b) What are my aspirations for ministry?  
(c) What needs do I see in my church and community?
(d) Since Scripture tells us that God gives gifts for the sake of the body, the gifts that are needed will be supplied.
(e) The needs you see indicate where your heart is or your training is.
(f) In what ministry(ies) have I been effective?
(g) Since gifts are for the purpose of fruitfulness, look for spiritual results.
(h) How is God guiding me in this matter?
(i) What gifts has the body of Christ affirmed in me?
(j) Ex. My own case – body of Christ affirmed to me that God has given be the words to encourage those who are discouraged.  It is a gift because it seems repeatedly that the result in people’s lives is greater than the words themselves would normally warrant. 
How should we use our gifts?
iii. Purpose - to faithfully serve others (I Peter 4:10)
1. Not for personal advancement or wealth, or even just enjoyment, though some of those could happen because of it. 
2. For the body of Christ
(a) quote Oswald Chambers in Approved Unto God p. 107 “Pentecost makes bond-slaves for Jesus Christ our Lord, not supernatural manifestations that glorify men.”
3. Interesting concept – Rom. 12:5  Each member belongs to all the others.  The concept of spiritual gifts as God intended creates a healthy mutual dependence in the church.  The church needs your gift to be active in order for it to thrive.  If you are sitting back and not volunteering your gifts, the church is deprived of something Good is intending that it have. That why he has sent you here – And as you use your gift, you will find fulfillment in the process of serving God and others.  
iv. In proportion as God has given (Rom 12:6)
1. Don’t expect everyone one with a certain gift to be able to do the same things. 
2. Jesus told the parable of the soils (sower) – the result of the Word planted in the good soil would be in some 30 fold, in some 60 fold and in others 100 fold.  He makes no disparaging implications about this difference, it’s just the way it is.  
3. As our days so shall our strength be
(a) God doesn’t have an age cut-off - He never said, “At 65 you can retire from using your gift.”
(b) As physical and mental abilities change with age God gives us new expressions of ministry.
(c) Remember, his retirement plan is heavenly - and until we get there we should figure on using our gifts somehow.
Watch out for effect of wealth on the use of our gifts.  RV’s, boats, homes on the lake, cabins in the woods, places in Florida can come with greater wealth and other toys you could list come with greater wealth.   They affect the use of your gifts.   It’s not wrong to have them - praise God for these blessings - but it is wrong to allow these to keep us from using our gifts.
Conclusion
Questions for you.
What are your spiritual gifts? 
Do you value them as gifts of God?
In what ministries does he want you to exercise them?
If you are a leader in the church, do you seek to help others who have gifts different from yours to become active and use their gifts in God’s church too?  
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