Teaching to Obey is Different
Fourth in Series: The Primary Purposes of the Church
this message based on CHU 55

Scriptures Ps 78:1-8; Proverbs 4:1-7, 13

Key Thought:   God has commanded us to teach his life-giving curriculum.

Intro idea- Do you have a heart for teaching others?

 In the kingdom of God, God has called all of his followers to make a difference in many ways – one of them is by making disciples.   
Making disciples means teaching to obey.

As I have been explaining, Jesus is telling us in Matthew 28:19, 20 what will be involved in the work of making disciples. Two weeks ago we talked about instructions to invite others and encourage them to make decisions to follow Jesus and confess them publicly in baptism, confirmation or membership vows.   Now in today’s lesson, Jesus follows up by helping us to see that we will need to be teaching others to put his teachings into practice—to obey his words.   

Let’s review some Scriptures where God commands his followers to teach. 

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Deut 6:6-8 NIV

5 He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, 6 so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children.   7 Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.  Ps 78:5-7 NIV

19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. Matt 5:19 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you."  Matt 28:18-19  NIV

Let’s ask what’s in the tone of these verses?  What are the concerns?  Already, in just a quick review,   we see some key differences between God’s kind of teaching-- the kind of teaching that is to happen in the kingdom of God -- and the kind we often see in content​‑only teaching situations.  

There is God’s‑given content -  God’s commands -  Jesus’ teaching.  

We can seed the importance of this curricula reflected in the NT.  In Titus 2:1 Paul speaks of sound doctrine.  In Acts 2:42 the early church “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.”   Paul described  Timothy in 1 Tim. 4:6  as one “brought up in the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed.”      Education that is devoid of such Christian teaching is lacking in something crucial to the moral and spiritual well-being of a person.    
Teaching for life-change -  teaching to obey – that is God’s goal.  It is not going to be just an in-class experience but a day by day, teaching‑moments kind of experience.   
God has a goal -- that those taught would walk in the way of faith and right living.  
Jesus had a saying, “He that has ears to hear, let him hear.”   

The goal is not just to put the right knowledge in the brain, but to create with the Holy Spirit’s help – that sense of “ought”  that says, “I should do this..”  or  “I should not do that…”  as the situation demands.  

Listen to some of the goal oriented Scriptures:

Children fear the Lord   

“Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.”  Ps 78:7 NIV

Light on our way

These commands are a lamp,  this teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline are the way to life.” Prov. 6:23 NIV

Helpful corrections in our course

28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  Col 1:28 NIV

The way to abundant life now
“The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life.  Prov 13:14 NIV 

Illustration:  There is a similar difference in how parenting works.  I tell parents, your job is not to control your children but to teach your children to control themselves.  Now when the kids are preschoolers, these two may not look too different.  But by the time they are 10 or 12, there is a vast difference in how those two goals diverge in daily child-rearing practice. 

Similarly,   teaching God’s commands and teaching to obey God’s commands both begin with helping us understand what God’s commands are.  But the lesson plans will be different along the way if our goal is to teach to obey.    They will involve things like helping us apply the verses to our lives, learning to recognize when the verse is being practiced by someone else, praying about practicing them, teachers and parents modeling obedience to them, assignments that involve practicing the values taught, providing a culture that approves obedience, and even providing some accountability for obedience to them. 

Teaching to obey requires modeling – teaching by example.   One cannot live one way and expect the students to live another.  
Paul said – “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 1 Cor 11:1 NIV   He urged his mentee – Titus to do the same.  “In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity.”  Titus 2:7,8
Teaching to obey is especially related to families.   
It happens in the church, the family of God, absolutely -  But, it seems to happen most powerfully in families and extended families who practice faith together.   We naturally follow those we love.  Those we live with often influence us most because of the greater time exposure.    By the nature of living, family members often have the most “teaching moments.”    So it is a huge mistake to leave the Christian training of children just to the church.   Parents and grandparents need to do their part. 
Conclusion

In conclusion, I want to share a story of how one man’s life was changed by the Good News through Jesus Christ.  (Share Jerry’s story p 164 in God with Us by JoAnne Jones) 
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