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Bittersweet Birth
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	Scripture: Luke 2:21-35

Today’s Scripture comes right after the birth narrative in Luke and tells what happened to Jesus in the next 40 days or so.  

Info on passage – three Jewish ceremonies  (Barclay)

1.  8th day – circumcision

2.  redemption of the first-born –  the law -Ex 13:15-16   “When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed every firstborn in Egypt, both man and animal. This is why I sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.'  NIV

So  every first-born male belonged to God and an offering had to be made to God on their behalf.    At least  31 days later   - probably done at same time as purification.

3.   Purification of the mother after childbirth – the law set an offering of two doves for a poor family. This was to happen 40 days after the birth.  



	
[image: image3.wmf]Key Thought:  

•

As we think about Jesus’ birth, 

we cannot help but see the 

foreshadow of the cross. 


	Intro idea

Story of the act of love  (SP-CH)

She had given – but the gift had been costly.  - That’s the way it was with God too – He gave his only Son, but the gift would be costly -  a cross loomed in Jesus’ future.   

Simeon got a glimpse of the bittersweet nature of Jesus’ birth.

Simeon words may reflect a situation in his day – sometimes a slave was assigned to go to a high place and watch through the night for a certain special star to rise.   When they saw it, they were to announce it and then they were dismissed from their watch.  

Simeon was watching for the Sun of Righteous predicted in  Mal 4:2

“for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings”
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in Simeon’s Prophesy

•

Simeon prophesied opposition and it came 

true.

•

Because of Jesus, the thoughts of many 

hearts will be revealed.

•

A sword would pierce his mother’s soul.

•

Through his suffering Jesus will bring 

salvation for us all.


	Four Key thoughts in Simeon’s prophesy
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Opposition And It Came True

•

He will be a sign that will be spoken 

against. (Lu. 2:34)

•

Treachery of Herod

•

After teaching in the synagogue

•

Fierce opposition to his teaching

•

Finally they killed him


	Herod sought to kill all the boy babies in Bethlehem.  Matt. 2:16

Luke 4:29 after he applied Isaiah’s prophecy to himself

Pharisees opposed him – Luke 11:53

Billy Graham “All religions and ideologies outside God’s special revelation in the Bible have this in common:  They are disguised forms of self-redemption and Christ rejection.”  (“You Can Know the Christ of Christmas” in Decision Dec. 1991)
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Thoughts of Many Hearts

Will Be Revealed.

•

His love shows up our selfishness.

•

His forgiveness uncovers our grudges.

•

His acceptance of others unmasks our 

prejudices.

•

His trust in God betrays our self

-

reliance. 

•

His compassion shames our apathy.


	Like parking a newly washed and waxed car next to one that has been covered in road salt, the perfection of Jesus’ life made our faults so much more obvious. 

The key question is – How do we react when we begin to look at Jesus and thus become more aware of our hidden sins or not so hidden sins. 
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Our Destiny

•

“It is not so much God who judges a man; 

a man judges himself; and his judgment is 

his reaction to Jesus.  If, when he is 

confronted with that goodness and that 

loveliness, his heart runs out in answering 

love, he is within the Kingdom.  If, when 

so confronted, he remains coldly unmoved 

or actively hostile, he is condemned.”  

(William Barclay)


	Quote from Commentary p. 26
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Because of Jesus, 

•

Some will fall.

•

Some will rise.


	Who will fall and what does he man “fall”

The Pharisees are the best example.  Those who fall will like them be those who insist on their goodness and reject Christ.   They become gods themselves, setting their own agendas, rationalizing whatever decision they decide to make.  Like the Pharisee who ended up rationalizing the killing of Jesus,  those who reject him often go from bad to worse. 

But then their were sinners who came to Jesus like the woman with the alabaster box of perfume.   She had lived a low life, but she has responded to the message of the kingdom that Jesus taught.   She responded with love for Jesus and a desire to follow him, honor him, and give of herself for him.   She went from unknown to remembered around the world for her act of kindness.   Impetuous angry Peter went from unknown fisherman to disciple, the the head of the Jerusalem church, and ultimately the leader of the Christian church.    

In similar ways, our reactions to Jesus and his teaching still determine our rise or fall today.  

“He that would save his life will lose it, and he that would lose his life for my sake and the gospel – he will save it.   Mark 8:35 (loosely quoted)

“Long ago Seneca said that what men needed above all was a hand let down to lift them up.  It is that hand of Jesus which lifts a man out of the old life and into the new, out of the sin into the goodness, out of the shame into the glory.”  (William Barclay p. 26)
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Mother’s Soul.

•

Affirms Isaiah  53:8

-

12

•

Announcement was to keepers of 

lambs for sacrifices

•

Symbolism of the gifts the wise men 

brought

–

Frankincense 

–

gift for worship,  Lev. 2:1

–

Gold  

-

gift for a king

–

Myrrh 

–

gift for grief,  John 19:39

•

Mary at the cross 

–

John 19:25


	Affirms the prophet’s words

Announcement of the birth of the one who would be called the Lamb of God came to shepherds whose sheep were probably used for sacrifices at Jerusalem. 

Symbolism of the gifts

Frankincense – burned with the grain offerings of Israel – Lev. 2:1

Myrrh – from the gum of a thorny shrub – used form perfumes- also used to put spices on the body of Jesus – John 19:39
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bring salvation for us all.

•

“A Savior has been born to you.”  

•

“The contemporary world needs a cure 

. . . The world is morally ill.  And the 

world has never been able to heal 

itself .  The only cure for the sin of the 

world is found in the Christ of 

Christmas.”     Frank 

Stanger


	Frank Bateman Stanger “The contemporary world needs a cure.  The world is sick.  The world is spiritually diseased.  The world is morally ill.  And the world has never been able to heal itself.  The only cure for the sin of the world is found in the Christ of Christmas.”  (SP-CH)
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•

If our greatest need had been information, 

God would have sent us an educator.

•

If our greatest need had been technology,

God would have sent us a scientist.

•

If our greatest need had been money, 

God would have sent us an economist.

•

If our greatest need had been pleasure, 

God would have sent us an entertainer.

•

But our greatest need was forgiveness,

so God sent us a Savior.


	This answers the question at the beginning in the BC cartoon – Save us from what??
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•

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 

turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 

him  the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6 NIV).

•

“For if, when we were God's enemies, we were 

reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 

much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 

saved through his life” (Rom 5:10 NIV)!


	

	
[image: image13.wmf]Christmas is an Invitation

•

To celebrate a bittersweet birth.

•

To worship Jesus who came to suffer 

for us.

•

To imitate the giving Spirit of  God. 

•

To receive and give thanks for the 

personal salvation that Jesus brought  

for you.  
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•

Our plea 

–

Dear Lord Jesus, I 

acknowledge my sins and my 

selfishness.  Thank you, Jesus, for 

dying in my place.

•

Our prayer

-

I am sorry for my sins.  

Please forgive me and save me from 

the guilt and penalty of them. 

•

Our promise 

-

And dear Jesus, I want 

to stop living for myself and start living 

for you from now by your Spirit’s power 

in me, AMEN. 
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Key Thoughts

 in Simeon’s Prophesy

		Simeon prophesied opposition and it came true.

		Because of Jesus, the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.

		A sword would pierce his mother’s soul.

		Through his suffering Jesus will bring salvation for us all.





Four Key thoughts in Simeon’s prophesy
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Simeon Concluded That Because of Jesus, 

		Some will fall.



		Some will rise.





Who will fall and what does he man “fall”

The Pharisees are the best example.  Those who fall will like them be those who insist on their goodness and reject Christ.   They become gods themselves, setting their own agendas, rationalizing whatever decision they decide to make.  Like the Pharisee who ended up rationalizing the killing of Jesus,  those who reject him often go from bad to worse. 



But then their were sinners who came to Jesus like the woman with the alabaster box of perfume.   She had lived a low life, but she has responded to the message of the kingdom that Jesus taught.   She responded with love for Jesus and a desire to follow him, honor him, and give of herself for him.   She went from unknown to remembered around the world for her act of kindness.   Impetuous angry Peter went from unknown fisherman to disciple, the the head of the Jerusalem church, and ultimately the leader of the Christian church.    



In similar ways, our reactions to Jesus and his teaching still determine our rise or fall today.  

“He that would save his life will lose it, and he that would lose his life for my sake and the gospel – he will save it.   Mark 8:35 (loosely quoted)

“Long ago Seneca said that what men needed above all was a hand let down to lift them up.  It is that hand of Jesus which lifts a man out of the old life and into the new, out of the sin into the goodness, out of the shame into the glory.”  (William Barclay p. 26)
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Through his suffering He will bring salvation for us all.

		“A Savior has been born to you.”  



		“The contemporary world needs a cure . . . The world is morally ill.  And the world has never been able to heal itself .  The only cure for the sin of the world is found in the Christ of Christmas.”     Frank Stanger





Frank Bateman Stanger “The contemporary world needs a cure.  The world is sick.  The world is spiritually diseased.  The world is morally ill.  And the world has never been able to heal itself.  The only cure for the sin of the world is found in the Christ of Christmas.”  (SP-CH)
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 Jesus Saved Us Through His Suffering.

		“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him  the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6 NIV).



		“For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life” (Rom 5:10 NIV)!
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Christmas is an Invitation

		To celebrate a bittersweet birth.

		To worship Jesus who came to suffer for us.

		To imitate the giving Spirit of  God. 

		To receive and give thanks for the personal salvation that Jesus brought  for you.  
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A Prayer Response

		Our plea – Dear Lord Jesus, I acknowledge my sins and my selfishness.  Thank you, Jesus, for dying in my place.

		Our prayer-  I am sorry for my sins.  Please forgive me and save me from the guilt and penalty of them. 

		Our promise -  And dear Jesus, I want to stop living for myself and start living for you from now by your Spirit’s power in me, AMEN. 
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God Sent Us A Savior

		If our greatest need had been information, 

God would have sent us an educator.

		If our greatest need had been technology,

God would have sent us a scientist.

		If our greatest need had been money, 

God would have sent us an economist.

		If our greatest need had been pleasure, 

God would have sent us an entertainer.

		But our greatest need was forgiveness,

so God sent us a Savior.





This answers the question at the beginning in the BC cartoon – Save us from what??
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A Sword Would Pierce His Mother’s Soul.

		Affirms Isaiah  53:8-12

		Announcement was to keepers of lambs for sacrifices

		Symbolism of the gifts the wise men brought

		Frankincense –  gift for worship,  Lev. 2:1

		Gold  -  gift for a king

		Myrrh – gift for grief,  John 19:39

		Mary at the cross – John 19:25





Affirms the prophet’s words

Announcement of the birth of the one who would be called the Lamb of God came to shepherds whose sheep were probably used for sacrifices at Jerusalem. 

Symbolism of the gifts

Frankincense – burned with the grain offerings of Israel – Lev. 2:1

Myrrh – from the gum of a thorny shrub – used form perfumes- also used to put spices on the body of Jesus – John 19:39
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Because of Jesus, the Thoughts of Many Hearts

 Will Be Revealed.

		His love shows up our selfishness.

		His forgiveness uncovers our grudges.

		His acceptance of others unmasks our prejudices.

		His trust in God betrays our self-reliance. 

		His compassion shames our apathy.





Like parking a newly washed and waxed car next to one that has been in NY salt, the perfection of Jesus’ life made our faults so much more obvious. 



The key question is – How do we react when we begin to look at Jesus and thus become more aware of our hidden sins or not so hidden sins. 
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 Our Reaction to Him Sets Our Destiny

		“It is not so much God who judges a man; a man judges himself; and his judgment is his reaction to Jesus.  If, when he is confronted with that goodness and that loveliness, his heart runs out in answering love, he is within the Kingdom.  If, when so confronted, he remains coldly unmoved or actively hostile, he is condemned.”  (William Barclay)









Quote from Commentary p. 26










_1039106419.ppt


Simeon Prophesied Opposition And It Came True

		 He will be a sign that will be spoken against. (Lu. 2:34)

		Treachery of Herod

		After teaching in the synagogue

		Fierce opposition to his teaching

		Finally they killed him





Herod sought to kill all the boy babies in Bethlehem.

Luke 4:29 after he applied Isaiah’s prophecy to himself

Pharisees opposed him – Luke 11:53

Billy Graham “All religions and ideologies outside God’s special revelation in the Bible have this in common:  They are disguised forms of self-redemption and Christ rejection.”  (“You Can Know the Christ of Christmas” in Decision Dec. 1991)
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B. C. Cartoon



Scripture: Luke 2:21-35

Today’s Scripture comes right after the birth narrative in Luke and tells what happened to Jesus in the next 40 days or so.  

Info on passage – three Jewish ceremonies  (Barclay)

1.  8th day – circumcision

2.  redemption of the first-born –  the law -Ex 13:15-16   “When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed every firstborn in Egypt, both man and animal. This is why I sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.'  NIV

So  every first-born male belonged to God and an offering had to be made to God on their behalf.    At least  31 days later   - probably done at same time as purification.

3.   Purification of the mother after childbirth – the law set an offering of two doves for a poor family. This was to happen 40 days after the birth.  
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Key Thought:  

		As we think about Jesus’ birth, we cannot help but see the foreshadow of the cross. 





Intro idea

Story of the act of love  (SP-CH)



She had given – but the gift had been costly.  - That’s the way it was with God too – He gave his only Son, but the gift would be costly -  a cross loomed in Jesus’ future.   



Simeon got a glimpse of the bittersweet nature of Jesus’ birth.

Simeon words may reflect a situation in his day – sometimes a slave was assigned to go to a high place and watch through the night for a certain special star to rise.   When they saw it, they were to announce it and then they were dismissed from their watch.  

Simeon was watching for the Sun of Righteous predicted in  Mal 4:2

“for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings”

 










_1039106401.ppt


Come and See A Bittersweet Birth

Christmas and the Shadow of the Cross



By Kelvin S. Jones














