A Heart to be Helpful
Last in the Sept 2013 series on Romans 12 called Marks of Authentic Christianity 
Scripture: Romans 12:9-13
Key Thought:   The heart of a sincere Christian is open to help others. 
Intro:
In verses 9-13 Paul gives his readers a quick list of commandments for Christian living.   It is a little difficult to tell exactly how many there are as some phrases can either be taken separately as two commands or as related to each other with one phrase expanding the other.   For example verse 11 is translated in varying translations as one, two or even three thoughts/phrases.   
Ro 12:11 ESV   “Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.” 
Ro 12:11 NIV “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.”
Ro 12:11 CJB “Don’t be lazy when hard work is needed, but serve the Lord with spiritual fervor.” 
I’m not interested in making a list of these commands and trying to sort out how many there really are.  I don’t think that’s what is important here.   Instead, I want us to go behind the commands and see how these commands reflect the heart of the genuine Christian.   I would like us to ask the question,  “What kind of heart attitude does it take to act in these ways?”  I think that will help us the most.   Some of the commands will give us a quicker route to that discovery than others. 
Last week we talked about how God has given various gifts to different people.  This week I want to talk about what kind of heart we need to want to use our gifts for others.   
Illustration.    syrup consistency – viscosity  – I remember my mother testing it by different conditions - spin a hair, make a ball, make a sheet on the spoon.  How we feel about and follow these commands reveals much about our heart to be helpful or lack of it. 
A loving heart
There are two interesting Greek words for love in this verse in the original.   One is the word from which the city of Philadelphia gets its name. The word means brotherly love. The second word for love in the verse is a word that refers to family love, the kind affection that we feel for one another in the family. So Paul uses two words to doubly reinforce the idea that he wants us to have a sense of love for one another in the family of God that is tender and warm.
How will we know we have this kind of love?   He gives us several practical signs in this passage and in the next few verses following that help us test our own hearts. 
1. Loving means honoring another above ourselves.  This requires humility and actively looking for the best for the other person.   Ro 12:10  KJV  “in honour preferring one another;”   

2. A loving heart seeks harmony and lives as a peace-maker (12:16, 18).  A selfish heart has a very hard time with this whole idea.  But a loving heart prefers it.  Yet it costs the loving heart to act in this way.  But Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Mt 5:9 NIV 2011).
3. A loving heart shares life together.   This means sharing emotions.  As the Bible says, rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.   12:15
ill. (LI-FR-LO) Former Speaker of House Sam Rayburn.   A friend lost a teenage daughter - next morning the speaker was at the house.  “Is there anything I can do ?.” 	- Have you had coffee yet?  I'll fix breakfast. The friend said - aren't you supposed to be having breakfast at the Whitehouse this morning? - Yes but I told President Johnson that a friend of mine was in trouble and I couldn't come.” 
A zealous heart
Literally it means – diligent and earnest in spirit and not lazy and slothful in spirit.  
A convert in a foreign country was asking for missionaries to come to his country.  "Send us men with hot hearts.”    (7700 #7671) 
Wesley "If I had 300 men who feared nothing but God, hated nothing but sin, and were determined to know nothing among men but Jesus Christ and him crucified, I would set the world on fire.” 
Paul instructed Timothy "fan into flame the gift of God." II Tim. 1:6 
Paul uses the word to describe Titus - 2 Co 8:16 “But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. ESV
Writer of Hebrews admonishes us very similarly to this verse in Romans.  - Heb 6:11-12
“And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” ESV
In 2 Pe 1:5-7 the NIV translates this word with the phrase – “make every effort.”
“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.”
A sharing heart
The kind of heart that will use its gifts for others is an open heart – that is, it is a sharing heart.  
2nd part of the Motto of the United Methodist Church – Open minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors
According to this text, a person with an open heart will express that three ways, 
1. They will pray and keep praying (12:12).   We seldom think of praying as a way of giving. But if one is serious and diligent about interceding for others, it requires the gift of time and energy and caring. Intercessors are givers. Intercessors are showing love for others.   Using a prayer list, praying for friends and family members in trouble, participating in a group prayer time, attending a prayer service; all these require giving a little bit of ourselves for the sake of others.
2. They will share with those in need – especially those of the family of faith (12:13).  This one we have no trouble with.   It is the definition of sharing and caring for us. We know that if we are to the people who love, we will need to be there for those who are loved ones and friends and neighbors and church family members in their time of need; whether that need be material, emotional, or physical.  This giving may show itself by helping to give someone a ride, mowing a lawn, taking over casserole, telephoning to check on them, visiting them in the hospital, or any one of a dozen other ways that we can be helpful.    
3. They will show hospitality to others -  
A heart that shows hospitality
The last one I have given its own category in the outline because I wanted to highlight it today.   The people of God, especially the leaders in the family of God, learn hospitality.
Three ways we show hospitality today
1. In our own homes
2. In our day, by taking others out to eat 
3. By being hosts and hostesses for God at his house -  I was very pleased to see some of this hospitality happening yesterday.   Workers at our tag sale would welcome visitors with a kind, “Welcome to Copper Hill.”   Think about who are the 3 most important people to a visitor with little children who steps in our door on Sunday?   I suspect most of you will only guess one of the three correctly.   The 3 most important people on Sunday are the pastor, the person who greets the visitor at the door, and the nursery person if they have little children.      Open Doors, the third part of the UM motto are not created by a motto but by people who love, who have helpful, sharing hearts; hearts that express love through hospitality. 
Conclusion 
Moravian missionary George Smith went to Africa but was forced out after only a short time. He had only one convert and George Smith died on his knees praying for Africa.  Should he be considered a failure?   
Hear the rest of the story.  A company of men stumbled onto the place he died.  They found a found a copy of the Scripture there and ran into his one convert.  To make a long story short, 100 years later his mission counted 13,000 living converts from the ministry of George Smith (Speaker's sourcebook p. 235,236) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]George Smith had three things that we are told to have in this text.  Spiritual fervor; love for those where God placed him – in his case, Africa; and he was zealous to do what God had given him to do with the gifts he had.    He was faithful to the task and God brought the increase.  
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