Our Spiritual Headlights
In the series: The Bible is Our Guide.”  (Continued expansion of BIB 4 in 2019)
Scripture: Psalm 119:105

Key Thought:  The Bible is our spiritual headlight

Intro ideas

Think of all the things we do because of auto headlights:
· Going out to dinner in the wintertime

· Attending a late concert

· Making late-night food run   
· Holding a night job     
· Late-night shopping

In 1948 an advanced auto came on the scene with a headlight in the middle that turned as the steering wheel turned.  It was called the Tucker; they only made it for one year. 

Today, we take our auto headlights for granted.  Our powerful auto headlights pierce the darkness and help us to see our way. 

The Bible tells us that our world is a spiritually dark place.  Jesus said.  
I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.  John 12:46 NIV

Paul wrote:  
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Col 1:13-14 NIV

Martin Luther, who is usually credited with starting the Protestant Reformation, had a vivid understanding of the darkness of our current world. He wrote; 

 “All human reason is mere error and blindness, and the world itself is nothing but a realm of darkness.”  Martin Luther (#4823 in Encyc. Of 7700 Ill.)
If Martin Luther is a little too strong, not allowing perhaps for the light of general revelation, today we have gone to an opposite extreme and consider our world enlightened and hardly in need of God’s illumination.    But the Bible teaches consistently that we definitely need spiritual light to see our way in this world’s darkness.   My key thought today is that the Bible is our main spiritual headlight.  One could point out that God has also given us general revelation as a light and especially the Holy Spirit’s inner voice as a light.  But today, I want to highlight the Bible’s role in lighting our way.  As our text verse for today says;

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. Psalm 119:105 NIV 
Another verse with the same message; 

“The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.” Ps 19:8 NIV

One key question to ask is this. Why is the Bible our lamp or in the imagery of this sermon, our spiritual headlight?  

God’s Word is our light because it is connected to the Power Source!

God is the source of spiritual light

· God’s presence on Mount Sinai is described as a brilliant fire (Ex. 19:18).  When Moses came down, the Bible tells us that his face was radiant because he had been with God (Ex. 34:29). 

· Think about Ezekiel’s vision of God.   In his vision, Ezekiel saw not only flashes of lightning but twice described God as “surrounded by brilliant light” (Ez. 1:4, 27).   The theophany described in that chapter contains multiple additional expressions of light-- glowing metal, full of fire, rainbow, radiance.
· Revelation 1:12-16 is a description of Jesus in the vision of John.  It is also filled with images of light—eyes of “blazing fire,” “feet “like bronze glowing in a furnace,” and most of all, his face was like “the sun shining in all its brilliance.”  

· John’s vision of Revelation 4 describes the throne room of God. It contains a multiplicity of light images including references to gemstones, a rainbow, flashes of lighting and lamps blazing (Rev. 4: 3-6).  

· Think about the transfiguration of Jesus.    It that passage, “his face shone like the sun” and his clothes became “white as the light” (Matt. 17:2).
All these records are meant to be collaborating witnesses to the truth that is taught to us in Scripture.   

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 1 Jn 1:5 NIV

And as God is the source of light, Jesus brought that light to us. 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life."  Jn 8:12 NIV

John wrote of him, 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  John 1:9 NIV

The Bible brings God’s light to us

Most of us have had the experience of working on an appliance that wasn’t functioning and have someone come along and say nonchalantly as they pick up the plug, “It might help if you’d plug it in!”   Of course, you feel like an idiot for not noticing, but they were certainly right. 
The light I have here as an illustration is useless because it is not plugged in.  It needs to be connected to a power source, then it will have power and fulfill its purpose. 
God’s word’s word has always been plugged in.   It is powered by God.  It brings God’s light to us. 
We confess that the Bible is an inspired book.   What do we mean by that?  
The books in our Bible were selected out of all the writings of antiquity because of their very close connection to the deeds and prophetic revelation of God.   In the OT, this meant that each book had to be associated with a prophet or group of prophets.   People like Moses, David, Samuel, Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, who personally walked with God and heard from God.   In the NT this meant that each book accepted to be in the canon of Scripture by the early church had to be from the pen of an apostle or associate of an apostle.   
This connection to prophets and apostles was crucial.  

It meant that the Holy Spirit who moved in them is the power connection behind what was written.  

The Holy Spirit was the inspiration from God for the Scripture when it was written.  

“For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  2 Pe 1:21 NIV

When we have Bible study, the first thing we do is pray for the Holy Spirit who inspired the writing of the books to also inspire us as we study.   A.W. Tozer wrote; 
God is here and He is speaking – these truths are back of all other Bible truths; without them there could be no revelation at all.  God did not write a book and send it by messenger to be read at a distance by unaided minds.  He spoke a Book and lives in His spoken words, constantly speaking His words and causing the power of them to persist across the years.  (A.  W.  Tozer in The Pursuit of God P.  69)

Tozer is pointing out that because the Holy Spirit inspired the Bible, and because the Holy Spirit is also at work in us, the Holy Spirit is also the inspiration that helps us to understand as we read our Bibles today.

“All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.” Jn 16:15 

A.W. Tozer wrote about how God wants to communicate to us.

Self-expression is inherent in the Godhead.  God is forever seeking to speak himself out to his creation.  (A.W. Tozer The Pursuit of God, p. 67)
As an illustration, think of a fiber-optic cable.   Light shines in one end and travels through the cable and shines light out the other end onto whatever is there.  God is source of our spiritual light.  Think of the Holy Spirit as the optic cable running through the Bible and shining God’s light out to you and me. 

What is the difference between just simple words on a page in an old book and words that are food for our souls as we read them?   The Holy Spirit speaking to us as we read is the difference! 

The connection between the Bible and God is also revealed when Jesus is called the “Word.”    
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1:14 NIV

The Bible is our light because it is our source of information about Jesus and God.   
The Bible teaches that we would know a little bit about God by observing creation and making deductions about the Creator (Ps. 8, Romans 1:20).  The religions of the world are replete with those kinds of deductions.  But to know more than that, we need the information, the wisdom, the insights, the revelation that has come to us through Holy Scripture.  There is no other source like it. 

For example, without the Bible we would have little idea of the nature of God.  We might guess from creation that he was powerful and creative and maybe moral, but we could never know that he was forgiving, merciful, holy, faithful, or loving and also immensely interested in us. 
God’s Word is light because it illuminates our world and shows truth.

There are more reasons why the Bible is our light.  The second one is because not only does the Bible show us the truth about God and serve as a conduit for the light of God’s presence into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, but the Bible also serves, by that light, to illuminate faithfully and accurately the situation around us.

The Bible is a moral light

A couple years ago, the eye doctor told me that my age I would find it helpful to put more light on whatever I was trying to see.  I have found that is very true.  When I was younger, I could easily read small print in half-light.   But now, I need both bigger print and more light to read.  
The teachings of the Bible shine more light on the conditions of this world and of our lives.   The Bible reveals what is good and loving and what is greedy and unkind.  In the OT there was moral instruction and wisdom to guide us.  For example; 

This command is a lamp, this teaching is a light, and correction and instruction are the way to life, keeping you from your neighbor’s wife, from the smooth talk of a wayward woman. Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes.  Prov 6:23-25 NIV

The Bible unmasks the world

In the NT, Jesus’ example and his teaching shine a light of contrast upon many of the practices in our world today.  Bible tells us practices that God approves and practices that God condemns.   The Bible tells us what is kind and what is just.  Hear the teaching in a NT passage like this one. 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

 Take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  James 1:16-21 NIV

The Bible shows us ourselves

So, the light from God given to us in the Bible helps us so much to understand our true moral situation and the situation in the world around us.  As the writer of Hebrews put it,

The word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  Heb 4:12-13 NIV
Martin Luther, speaking of Scriptures as the day that reveals things to us, wrote;

“Who can enumerate all that this day reveals to us?   It teaches us all things; what God is, what we are, what has passed, what is to come; it teaches about heaven, hell, earth, angels, and devils.  There we see what our attitude should be toward all these beings and matters, whence we are and whither we are going.”  (#262) 

Louis the 14th of France was reputed to have said to Masillon, one of his court priests, “I have listened in my chapel to many great preachers, and I have been very well satisfied with them; but as often as I hear you I am very ill-satisfied with myself.”  (Old Testament Anecdotes cclx)
We do not want to hear about our “bent to sinning” as one hymn writer described it.  We would rather not learn that our hearts are deceitful and desperately wicked.  But the light of the Bible will be faithful to let us know when we need to see it.    As when we go to the dentist or the doctor, it is ultimately for our good if we need to hear what the bad news is so that the dentist or doctor can bring healing to us.  It is the same with the Bible. 
God’s Word is our light because it guides us.

Let’s go back to our text once again.  
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” Psalms 119:105 NIV

What else does the Word of God illuminate for us?  
God’s Word guides our spiritual search

“Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell.” Ps 43:3 NIV’

We are a race with a yearning for spiritual truth.  Today, more people statistically are unassociated with any religion, but they still call themselves spiritual.   The search continues.  It is ingrained.   

 You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.   Saint Augustine
What will guide our searching?  The Word of God is crafted for that purpose.  Paul described the OT law this way.  
Therefore, the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  Gal 3:24 NASU

It guides us in our decision making
This is a whole topic by itself.    But it is the experience of God’s people that the Holy Spirit most often uses the Word of God in fulfilling God’s promise; 

Who, then, are those who fear the Lord? He will instruct them in the ways they should choose.   Ps 25:12  NIV

The Bible urges us to positive acts of love and service

The Bible points out positive purposes for our days – giving to those in need – serving others – using and maximizing the gifts he has given us – taking advantage of the opportunities that come our way.  

We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  Eph 2:10  NIV

Conclusion

God’s Word is effective
I think a new world will arise out of the religious mists when we approach our Bible with the idea that it is not only a book which was once spoken, but a book which is now speaking.  The prophets habitually said, “Thus saith the Lord.”  They meant their hearers to understand that God speaking is in the continuous present.  We may use the past tense properly to indicate that at a certain time a certain word of God was spoken, but a word of God once spoken continues to be spoken….  If you would follow on to know the Lord, come at once to the open Bible expecting it to speak to you.  Do not come with the notion that it is a thing which you may push around at your convenience.  It is more than anything; it is a voice, a word, the very Word of the living God.  (A.  W.  Tozer in The Pursuit of God p. 75)

Isaiah assures us that God’s Word is effective in its task. 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,  so is my  word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace.  Isa 55:10-12 NIV 

God’s Word brings us joy and peace
God word will bring about his purposes in our lives as we read it and allow the Holy Spirit to bring God’s light into our lives.  The result will be joy and peace.   Ultimately, if we walk in that light, we will come at last to that land where there is no night – to that city that needs no light from the sun for Jesus is its light, the heavenly city.  Until that day dawns, let’s keep using our Bibles – our spiritual headlights! 
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