The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin
Second in the series: “More Parables of Jesus”
Scripture: Luke 15:1-10
Key Thought:  Heaven rejoices when one lost person is found. 
Intro:
Searching for the lost
When a child loses their favorite stuffed animal, which they take to bed with them, everything in the household will likely stop while that favorite stuffed toy is found.   The child will not rest well until that little toy is found.   
All the parables that Jesus tell in Luke 15 are about something crucial that was lost and then is found.  In the first one, the shepherd loses one of his sheep.  In the second one a woman loses one of her ten coins.  In the third one, a son is lost to his family for a while. 
The Pharisee's attitude
The thing to remember about these three parables is that they were all spoken to address the same situation.  That issue was the attitude of the Pharisees.  So, all three have a very similar theme and message.  Jesus repeated it for emphasis as he often did.  We’ll cover the first two parables of Luke 15 today and in two weeks, we’ll cover of the third one.  
The Pharisees were the legalistic Jewish religious party.   Judaism of that time was characterized by many rules to follow, so many that you had to be rich and be able to have people doing your everyday work in order to have a chance of keeping them.  So, Pharisees were more well-to-do also.   The problem was that they liked being honored and they looked down on common people.   In the preceding chapter of Luke, Jesus had made the Pharisees uncomfortable by challenging their “no healing on the Sabbath” rule ( Luke 14:1-4); by rebuking those who elevated themselves to places of honor (Luke 14:7-14) and by telling a parable about those who were invited into the kingdom making excuses and the street people being let in instead. (Luke 14:15-24).  
As Luke chapter 15 opens. Jesus is being followed by many common people.  The jealous Pharisees comment “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2).   Such behavior was something the Pharisees avoided because such contact with the ordinary persons who were not keeping fine points of the law would have made them somehow “unclean” according to their picky rules.    The comment of the Pharisees reeks of “us” and “them”; the upper class disdaining the lower class; the religiously orthodox ostracizing those whom they considered “bad sinners.”     If we were to pick some expressive words and phrases to describe the attitude of the Pharisees, the list would not be pretty.  It would include words like: snooty, holier-than-thou, on their high horse, arrogant, and exclusive.   
Jesus speaks to us today too
Unfortunately, the Christian church of today is often described with some of those same terms and not always unjustly.  We hesitate to befriend people who clearly need Jesus because we are not like them.  We don’t talk like that… We don’t have those vices…. We don’t look like that… and we go on and on .. sounding more like the Pharisees as we talk.  In these three parables, Jesus speaks against the Pharisees and all contemporary religious snobs too.  That is his starting point.  
But that is not all Jesus says.   Jesus also has much to say to comfort and encourage those who were the ones the Pharisees looked down upon, as we shall see.   And today also these parables speak powerful words of encouragement to those who might be lost and forgotten by others.   God values you!  Jesus is looking for you!  
The Father's concern

Jesus’ first parable
Let’s look at the first parable, the parable of the lost sheep.  The story line is a familiar agricultural one.  A shepherd owns a flock of sheep, but one wanders off and gets lost.   So, what does the shepherd do?  The shepherd leaves the remaining flock in a safe place and goes off looking for the one that was lost, and he keeps looking until he finds the lost sheep. Then he rejoices with his friends at finding his lost sheep.  
I remember as a teen helping my father and grandfather search for yearling cattle.  We pastured them on the side of a large and deep valley which we called Tough Gully because the sides were steep.  It about a mile away on the back side of our farm.  But  once or twice a year, despite our best fence building, a few of those young cattle would get outside the fence and usually in the bottom of the gully.  Then we would have to search for hours in the creek bottom brush until we found them; and then chase them back into the pasture where they belonged.  Now I never remember my Dad or Grandfather saying, “Oh let them go?”  We always went looking for them until we found them.  
The Divine Shepherd
The haunting thing about this parable is that the shepherd is a picture to us of God searching for us.   Consider the words of an old hymn meditating on this parable.  It was written by Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane in 1868.  She also wrote the more familiar hymn “Beneath the Cross of Jesus.”  This hymn was titled “The Ninety and Nine.” 
There were ninety and nine that safely lay
in the shelter of the fold,
but one was out on the hills away,
far off from the gates of gold —
away on the mountains wild and bare,
away from the tender Shepherd's care,
away from the tender Shepherd's care.
2 "Lord, thou hast here thy ninety and nine;
are they not enough for thee?"
But the Shepherd made answer:
"This of mine has wandered away from me,
and although the road be rough and steep,
I go to the desert to find my sheep,
I go to the desert to find my sheep."
3 But none of the ransomed ever knew
how deep were the waters crossed;
nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed thro'
ere he found his sheep that was lost.
Out in the desert he heard its cry —
sick and helpless, and ready to die,
sick and helpless, and ready to die.
4 "Lord, whence are those blood-drops all the way
that mark out the mountain's track?"
"They were shed for one who had gone astray
ere the Shepherd could bring him back."
"Lord, whence are thy hands so rent and torn?"
"They're pierced tonight by many a thorn,
they're pierced tonight by many a thorn."
5 But all thro' the mountains, thunder-riv'n,
and up from the rocky steep,
there arose a glad cry to the gate of heav'n,
"Rejoice! I have found my sheep!"
And the angels echoed around the throne,
"Rejoice, for the Lord brings back his own!
Rejoice, for the Lord brings back his own!"
Key lessons from the first parable
▀  First, there is a picture of God here that comforts our hearts.  He values each person, especially including the “lost ones.”   The Psalmist understood this about the heart of God when he wrote:   
 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted  and saves those who are crushed in spirit.   Ps 34:18 NIV
▀ Second, this parable says something about Jesus.  Jesus confirmed it often.  He framed his mission this way. 
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."  Luke 19:10 NIV
So, God sent Jesus to this earth as a part of God’s search for lost souls like you and me. 
▀ Third, God is persistent in his search.  The shepherd keeps looking and finds the sheep.  In the same way, God is patient with us, continuing to seek for us by his Holy Spirit.
The Lord is … patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  2 Peter 3:9 NIV

The parable of the lost coin
As we look at the parable of the lost coin, we need to understand that the coins involved were probably not just this week’s earnings, or even an ordinary savings.  Scholars believe that Jesus’ is speaking of a woman who had saved these ten coins for her dowry.   Barclay suggests they may have been worn by a married woman as a sign of her marriage. 

This wedding connection makes sense when we think about the fact that Jesus often used wedding imagery to speak about the kingdom.  For example, he told about ten attendants who were waiting for the bridegroom.  Five had oil in their lamps and five did not.   On another occasion Jesus spoke of a man who got into a  wedding dinner without the proper attire and was thrown out.   When Jesus was asked why his disciples did not fast, he said that one would not expect a wedding party to fast while the bridegroom (meaning himself) was with them.  So, using wedding related ideas to illustrate the kingdom was not an unfamiliar thing in Jesus’ teaching.   

Key observations on the lost coin 
▀ First, the lost coin was valuable.  It was not to be let go and forgotten.  It would be searched for.   This affirms what the first parable had said.  That which is lost is valuable.  It is not to be belittled, or disregarded, but highly valued.   It is obvious that Jesus is challenging the Pharisees to have a different attitude completely toward people that they were writing off.    The question for us is this.  Who are we writing off as hopeless?   How would Jesus challenge our attitude toward them?  

▀ Second, I note that the search was thorough.  The woman lit a lamp, so she could see better into the darkened corners and nooks of her house.  She swept the floor, undoubtedly examining the sweepings as she went.   Think of a woman sweeping an earthen floor repeatedly, looking through the loose dirt as she dumped it and then sweeping up another layer until the whole house was down to hard packed soil.  

The church through the centuries has seen in this story a hint toward the Holy Spirit’s thorough work in our lives to search us out and move us toward God.   
Heaven's reaction 
  
There is one more point that the two stories have in common.  
In fact, to emphasize this point, the wording of this part is very similar in the two parables.
Concerning the sheep, we read:
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.   Luke 15:5-7  NIV

Concerning the coin, we read: 

And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”   Luke 15:9-10 NIV
Jesus’ point is that in contrast to the attitude of the Pharisees toward those who they considered “sinners”  who were learning to be followers of Jesus; Jesus insists strongly that heaven rejoices when just one person repents.   There is more celebrating in heaven over someone who turns from wickedness and follows Jesus than over those who are already followers and safely in the fold.  

Heaven rejoiced over you!
Think about it.  If you have repented of your sins and followed Jesus, on the very day when you found Jesus, there was a celebration in heaven in your honor.  On this earth we have celebrations for all kinds of occasions.  We have birthday celebrations, wedding celebrations, celebrations when we win a game,  celebrations when we get a promotion at work, graduation celebrations, 4th of July celebrations, anniversary celebrations, even work anniversary celebrations.    I’m not knocking it.  I enjoy a good party as much as anyone.   And Jesus attended earthly celebrations too.  

What Jesus is telling us is to think about is this.  What causes heaven to celebrate!   He knew! And he is passing that info on to us.  When even one sinner repents and turns to God, heaven rejoices.    
Conclusion
How does this change how we think?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Well, for one thing, it ends any holier-than-thou, Pharisee-type thinking that might look down on others whom we consider “bad sinners.”  Those are exactly the sinners that the shepherd is out seeking.   And since he has sent us out to be his hands and feet (John 20:21), it is exactly the people we should be loving and teaching and praying for and inviting to Jesus.  Those are exactly the ones heaven wants to celebrate when they repent and follow Jesus.   Those are the ones Jesus wants to love through us, to show how much God values them.   Those are the ones “not yet of this fold” (John 10:16)  whom God has sent us out in the “streets and alleys” (Luke 14:21), the “roads and country lanes” (Luke 14:23) to invite, yeah, persuade them to come in!   


Some good Questions for us as we meditate on these two parables
Who do I tend to put down or avoid as a “bad sinner?”   
In what ways do we separate ourselves from our mission field much as the Pharisees did? 
How do we look at churches who are doing very contemporary things to win a niche group or younger demographic to Christ?
Do we value the assembly of the 99 more we value the one who is lost?
How much effort do we expend to find the lost ones?
Do we condemn other Christians who we view as spending more time with lost ones than in the fellowship?
Those who are God’s friends share his joy when sinners repent?  How do we celebrate repentance in the church?
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